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Hi, folks,

We hope that all of you who went to Terracon had a great time. We certainly did and a
number of you mentioned to us at the con how nice it was to be back at the Dragonara. e
felt that the staff went out of their way most of the time to make us feel welcome, in fact
the staff in the coffee shop even made up a special menu for us - how do you fancy a Dr.
McCoy topped with cheese and onion, or a Sulu with beansprouts? A couple of people did
complain to us about the odd member of staff but it did just seem to be the'odd! member.

It is a very hcctic weekend for the staff and it isn't really surprising that occasionally
one of them may feel tired and be a bit short.

I know some people feel we are probably biased towards the Dragonars because we are holding
cur conventlon there but this is not so. We even admit the hotel is a bit on the small side
and could do with another big con room. We are willing to put up with this as we enjoy
going to the hotel so much and because we have found that most members like the Dragonara
best., They may give us reduced room rates but they have never given us a reduced service.
The con itself scemed to be a big sucesss and the fancy dress and fashion show entriles

were scme of the best we've seen., It is a pity that anre ¥cCaffrey wasn't there to see the
dragon entry in the fashion show and the fire ligard in the fancy dress. She would have
loved them. Thanks, Dot foxr giving us such a good con. We hope some of you will send us
con reports for the next newsletter,

Shella has been telling me for the last few months that the newsletter would probably get
smaller and limit itselfl under 32 pages now that there isn't the news coming in on the
movie or so many articles. Ha, ha. What she didn't allow for was for you members getting
so prolific and sending us so many submissions in, To avoid going into the 16%p postage
rate with this newsletter we have had to pull 6 pages,- these included the trivia page

and a review of ERRAND OF MERCY by David Coote. These will go in the next newslebtter even
if it has to be a longer one.

This bringsme to the unfortunate subject of money again. The cost of paper, ink stec, has
recently increased by 10% and postage 1s due to go up again before the end of the the year
which will add 3p or 4p to the postage cost of each newsletter, probably more. He've
decided that, rather than put membership dues up again so soon after the last time, we will
1imit the newsletter (plus flyers ete.) to 16 sheets of paper (i.e. a 32 page newsletter)
which will keep-us in the second rate of postage. Unfortunately this will mean that we
will have to be more selective about what we print and may mean only putting the Technical
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Section and Trivia page out every two newsletters, although it will of course depend on
how much we have for each newsletter, Don't stop sending us in submissions for the news-
letter as the more items we have to choose from the moré interesting a newsletter we can
put out. We rely on you all for information on every aspect of ST and welcome comments and
reaction to anything we prlnt.

It prmtlnb costs go up again next year, which they probably will, we may have to think
again about puttlng dues up but we don't want to do this if there is any way we can avoid
it,

For those of you who asked about the budgles, Kirk is e3ill doing fine but unfortunately the
first Spock died. We managed to got another Spock the same day so that Kirk wouldn't feel
lonely. He's a grey-green and he's only about 3 months old., The two of them get on fine,
Shona is still as mischievous but she is a pet and I wouldn't part with her. She has
already Jjumped on one of the stencils for the fiction section but it should print okay.
Sheila doesn't exactly feel like retyping it.

Shella has phoned me to say that there was one con report from Terssa Hewltt waltlnﬁ for her
when she got home. We have decided that we want to print it in this newsletter while the
news is fresh so I'm afraid we've had to pull the Technical Section. Sorry about that,
Colin. We'll put it in next time. It is beginning to look like the next newsletter is
going to be a bumper issuec as we hope to have some more con reports for it as well.

Cne point about the Technlcal Section - in the last one 'Piric' acid was mentioned., It
should have been 'Picric' acid. ©Sheila misread Colin's writing.

Sheila has asked me to mentlon that if you order photos don't worry about them not arriving
until after the next newsletter is out. There can be delays at the processors, like there
is this time, so Shella always says on the photo page whether the photos have been posted
out, and if so, the date they were posted.

In her con report Teresa mentions the heat in the hotel. We asked Sue Beck the aAssistant
Banqueting Manager about thie and she said there was a fault in the chilling system. Because
of this the air conditioning in the public rooms couldn't cope with removing the heat
generated by over 500 Trekkers, Hopefully there should be no problem with excess heat at
STAG CON since the systen should be repailred long before April.

Some of you have been asking again why we don't have Leonard Nimoy as an Honorary Member.

We have written to him a anunber of times but so far we haven't been able to get a reply.

We would like to send out congratulations to Elaine Wood (formerly Elaine (ole) who has
recently got married. Also to Bruno and Vivien Martin whose daughter, Alice, was born on
Avgust 19th. Alice was the youngest Trekker at Terracon.

The end of September marks the end of the club year (this is because we took over the club
in October 1975) so we are printing the year's accounts at the foot of the page. We have
managed to end the financial year with quite a lot in the bank this time. This is due to
two reasons: a) We've just had Terracon and made quite a bit off the table; b) We are still
walting for quite a few bills to come in. When the bills are pald and the neWwsletter sent
out we should still have about £300 in the bank so we are holding our own. 8o far we haven't
had 40 use the £400 overdraft we asked for when we bought the photo-copier.

The accounts for STAG CON arc being kept seperately and these will be printed after the con
has besn held and all the bills paid.

I would like to say thank you to those who sent stordes$ome for my competition, There were
eight entrics and the winner was [lizabeth Butler., Elizabeth can let me know whether she
wants me to risk the photo to the post (there is only one of it) or whether she wants to
gollect it at STAG CON or get a friend to collect it for her. All entrants will get the
photo they asked for but there will be a delay as the photos will have to go.in again to be
printed. I'1l pass the entries on to Sheila as she may wish to print some of theam.

The way things have worked out I've been left to write the letter myself this time so Sheila
Gisclaims any responsibility for the typos, spelling and grammer mistakes.

bty & F Janet

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT Period 1.10,79 - 30, 9.80

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
Opening balancc £376.93 ' Ppostage, carriage otc. £3890,18
Membership £2407.14 Printing, statlonary, equipment £3988.09
Sales £10697 .94 Sales Purchascs £3987.,06
lisc. ELEEZZLQ%
‘ Cash in hand £1337. 1
FT08Z, 01 | ' £13482.01
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ADVERTIG NG VIDEO TAPES

Most of you will have seen what we sald in the last newsletter about advertising video
tapes., We said we couldn't advertise them by title as a recent programme on BBC had made
it clear that this was illegal. Wé& did say we would accept adverts for videos which said
SABR for lists and we were of course thinking of those of you trying to get copies of

STAR TREK episodes. %Well, as from now we can accept no adverts for video or audio tapes,
not even 'wanted! and 'to swap' adverts, and this is why:

Janet received a letter from the BBC just the day before the last newsletter went out. It
was to late to alter anything in the newsletter but we did delete one advert which we were
doubtful about., BEnclosed with the letter was a photowcopy of a saleslist from an ecarlicr
negsletter., This is what the letter said:- . .

"I have recelved the enclosed list of advertisements which appear to be issued by
you. If this is correct, I should like to draw your attention to the fact that video
cassettes of BBC programmes may not be offered for sale, as such cassettes infringe the
BBG's copyright. Therefore the advertisement by .... mnentioning programnes such as
"FAWLTY TOWHRS"™ and “THE FALL AND RISE OF REGINALD PERRIN" contravenes the rights of the
BBC. ‘ '

I am writing sepavately to .... but I should like to have your confirmation that in
future you will not accept advertisements for video casseties of BBC programmes.

Yours sincerely, Stephen LEdwards,
Senilor Legal assistant, Copyright Department., "

Janet wrote back to Mr, Fdwards assuring him that we would no longer accept adverts for
the sale of video tapes and asking the situation concerning adverts from people wanting
video tapes. She alsc asked what the situation was regarding STAR TREK since 8mm films
are readily avalilable. This was his reply:-

"Thank you for your letter of 4th August. I am grateful to you for confirming that
you will no longer accept advertisemonts for the sale of videocassettes of tcelevision
Programnes. '

Until such time as legitimate videccassetos of television programmes are released by
the copyright owners it would clearly be preferable if your magazine did not carry _
advertisements which contain offers to purchase videocassebtes of such programmes. The
demand for such cassettes can at present only be met from illegal sources as neither the
BBC nor the ITV companies have yet put such programmes on the market.

As regards Star Trek, I cannot comment on the points you raise and suggest thercfore
that you should raise your queries directly with Paramcunt.

Yours sincerely, Stephen Hdwards ete, "

So far we haven't contacted Paramount about GTAR TREK. Someone pointed cut that it would
probably still be covered by the BBE'scaopyxrdshb, Taking audio tapes off TV and then
selling copies is also illegal so we will not accept adverts for these elther. We just
wish that Paramouat would make audio and video tapes of STAR TRiK officially avallable
and then there would be no problem.

o

STAR TREK -~ THE MOTTION PICILURL

we thought the following update by Susan Sackett, which was printed in STW's A PIECE OF
THE ACTION, August 1980 would £ill you in on the. current situation regarding the sequal,
We did of course give you the main facts in the last newsletter but we felt that this
gave more detall,

"We are leaving the Paramount lot on July 31. The studlo has decided to postpone the
sequel te the STAR TREK movie for at least a year, citing the economy as the main reason.
They told Gene that they loved the sequel story ("it is 20 times better than the movie,
and is real STAR TREK"), but the cost would be well over $25 miilion and their summer f£ilms
have not been doing as well as they expected. STAR TREK may return in the form of a motion
picture, or a television series and the sets, props and costumes will contlaue to be storcd
on the lot. Gene has had several enticing offers from other studios and independent
production companies, but has declined in order to do what he wants most -~ to write his
own novel (not TREK) and make some statements on things he feels strongly about. Such a
novel is sure to be successful (the STAR TREK novel sold over 1,000,000 copies) and would
most likely then be sold as a motion picturc. We are both looking foxrward to a refreshing
change of pace and the opportunity to move on to other things. I may continue to handle
the fan information and mail if Paramount asgrees that this is a service they would like to
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continue, Any mail campaigns by fans will probably have a greater impact (if fans are still
interested in further STAR TRIX adventures) if such mail is reccived several months from
now, rather than at the present. Since we do not have our new offices yet, any mail which
must reach us will be forwarded by the studio, and I will most likely be checking back

with Paramount occasionally. There will be a telephone referral number at the Paramount

sw1tchboaxd for one month only, as is their pollcy." Susan Sackett

A numbex of you have asked whether the movie will now be re~edited as originally planned.
We haven't managed to find out anything about this yet but since Gene is no longer at
Paramount we think it safe to assume that the film will not be re—edlted -~ not for a while
anyway, if at all,
B B o i 2 2 e 1
Nit'S OF THE STARS

DE FOREST KIOLLEY had a leading part in NIGHT OF THE LEPUS which was shown on BBCZ on’

Sept 9th. The film was about man-eating rabbits if you can believe such a thing. Host

who wrote were split as to whether they like the film or De's noustache but you all thought
De was very good. (info Gill Dwinkwater, Derek Gray, Geraldine Andrew-Reid, Linda Hepden
Margaret Richardson, Barry Willmott, Anne Preece, Christine Miles & Susan West. )

GENE RODDENBERRY's films GUENESIS II and PLANET LARTH are being shown on various ITV stations
around the country. They are both excellent and definltely Gene's creations.

(info Barry Willmott, Linda Hepden, Malita Bdwards) Majel Barrett was in both films and
there were also quite a few other recognisable faces from STAR TREXK episodes,

GEORGE TAKEI had a small part in the film NEVER SO FEW which starred Frank Sinatra. He
played a Chinese guerilla who was one of the patients in the hospital. (info Linda Hepden,
& Sandra Ferriday. George also had a small role as a police officer in a Gary Grant film
called WALK DON'T RUN. The film was made in 1964 and was shown recently on HTV.

(info Ann Preece.g Peter McGuire)

MAJEL BARRETT was in I LOVE LUCY which was shown on BBC 1 ia August. (info (i, Andreow-Reid)

GRACE LBE WHITNEY was in the OUTER LIMITS episode 'Controlled Experiment' in which she
played the part of a woman who killed a man. Then, with Martians controlling her actions,
she shot him over and over again at ordinary speed and in slow motion so that the Martians
could £ind out why humans kill each other and whether they could become a threat to Mars
by exploding atomic bombs all over the world and destroying the sclar system with
radiation., (info Gwenda Rosser & Derek Gray)

WILLIAM SHATNLR appeared in the POLICE SURGEQW episode 'Bad Apple' which was ShOWn on
HTV Wales on Aug 24th. He played a policdnan called Barney Davies who has been ordered
to kill a man by the mob in order to Lkeep his brother's famlly safe. His rother gets
killed in the gun fight and Barney goes to prison., This episode may still be going round
the ITV stations but we've found it hard to catch as POLICE SURGHON is coften on very labe
at night and the TV TIMES Borén't always say which episode is going to be shown,

(info Gwenda Rosser & Geraldine Andrew-Reid)

PERSIS KHAMBATTA There is a pleturce of Persis in U.S, Gossip Magazine Sept '80.(Susan West)

WILLTAM SHATHNER A three page interview entitled 'William Shatner, The Cosmic Connection'
recently appeared in a new American tablold magazine called TOMMORROW No., 1. The interview
discusses STAR TREK, UFOs and an experience he had in the desert, (info Chris Brettell)

* L] L) -
WILLTAN SHATWER
We don't have a William Shatner as such in this newsletter as Sylvia has been busy doing
the auction etc. for Terracen and now she is snowed under by registrations for STAG CON.
We won't complain about that will we. Sho has asked me to let you know that, further to

what she mentioned in the last newsletter, she has sent a donation of 15, Ooforiﬂn,%IgH
charities. This was mongy accumulated due to the fluctuating dollar rate.

We are reprinting the following from STW's APOTA August, 1980. Ve think it is by Shirliey
Mailewski. Bill was appearing in DBEATHTRAP, which has been touring America's summer stock
theaters, and which was at the FElitch Theater in Denver, Colorado in mid-July.
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"EILLIAM SHATNER made a somewhalt unusual appearance at the Ilitch Gardens on Wednesday
July 16th, .

Blitches sponsored a costume contest that was attended by several hundred enthusiastic
Trekkers. The vinner of the costume contest was Joy Ashenfelder (WISH gives the winner
as Jo Swenson) who had the most realistic Shahna- Drill thrall outfit on I think I have
gver seen, Mr. Shatner scemed to agree and commanded her to "go thru her driils"™, to the
delight of the entire audience. He alsc related the story of how he received the part of
Captain Kirk after Jeffery Hunter had done the original plot,

" Elitches also sponsored a dance that was unfortunately rain and hailed out by an
unexpected swnmer storm. For those of us who braved the bad weather, however, we had a
good time and appreciated what Elitches did for all of Denvexr's Star Trek fansi®

(STH's APOTA Aug, '80)
In the last newsletter we mentioned irn our letter how horrified we were to read about the
German girl who lied her way into William Shatner's house - 1t seens from your lettews
that most of you féel the same way. Unfortunately we also printed an advert in the last
newsletter from a German fan who was selling photos of Bill's housc and a lot of you
Jjumped straight to the conclusion that this was the same girl, and it seems you were right.
Wé did have our suspicions when we recelved the advert but didn't have a chance to check
in out and Janet and Sheila did have a rather hectic July, mainly due to a small dog named
Shena.  The advert was put onto stencil and forgotten and of course we did our letber
last as usual. It was -only after the nowsletter went out and we received lettexs from
members that we realised exactly what we had done and we were distressed as the last thing
we ever wanted to do was hurt Bill or causc him any problems. Janet asked Sylvia to phone
Sonni, cxplain exactly what had happened and apologise, Unfortunately Janet can't dial
direct and operator calls in the past have caused too many problems. Sonnl was very
understanding and sent this letter:

"Dear Janet, sheila, and all STAG Meﬁbers,s 'An open lotter!
Your phone call via our Reglonal assistant, Sylﬁia Billings was indeed distressing.

When we received our copy of the newslettor and saw the advert from the German fan, it
didn't surprisc us at all., She had written to say that she was going to sell off her
collection. The fact that she chose STAG as the place to sell her goodies only shous a
lack of common sensc¢, In an issue in which you referred to her behavior as sadly lacking,
her ad appeared making it obvious to all who she really is. Since the Fellowship was very
careful not to divulge the name of this particulaxr fan, it was certainly not intentional
that you published her ad or wished in any way to assist her.

We of the Fellowship want to assuve you that we in no way condemn you for printing her ad.
The fact that you, too, were uscd as wexe BJjo and myself only reinforces ouxr position. It
is unfortunate that vwe must deal with some people who take advantage of our generosity
and good will, however, in all of ny dealing with Bill's fans, this has been the only
occasion which has proved so bad. I find fandom a marvelous group, full of 1ife, sharing,
and warn and genercus. '

I am sorry you wWere hurt because you, like so many other fans, are geod-natured and trusting.
Please accept our words of support for your offorts. STAG does a phenomenal Jjob and should
only be praised for its fine performance. I am proud to be an honorary member of your
association and loock foxrward to many years of friendship.

Sincerely,

sonnl Cooper
Mr. Shatner's Fan Lialson

We want to thank Sonni for belng so forglving for what was in fact carelessnese nn our part.
The girl actually got a friend to send in her advert but since her membership was only
Just up for renewal we accepted it. She has of course not tried to renew and if she did
we weuld not accept it, '

Yhile on this subject, at least three of you in the last few months have sent ug William
Shatner's address which you got from a friend or from an agency in the States, and two

of you have asked us to print it. Under no circumstances would we print the address of
any actor, if we knew 1t, that really would be unforgivable. Actors don't want to receive
loads of fan mail at their home address as it would cause them difficulties in sorting
out their personal mail and business mail. If you want to write to an actor don't try
to find out his home address, be polite and send your letter via his agent on his club
address., In Bill's casc send his maill to P,0O. Box 245, Hayward, CA 94543, USA.

. * - *
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LHEONARD NINOY

A5 I have nothing new to report, the column for this newsletter has been written by one off
our gmerican members, Liz Bowling, who has given us her personal impressions of the Leonard
Nimoy production of Vincent. I'm sure you will all be interested in this review by a fan
who has actually seen the show, Valerie

WYINCENT", an Overview

VINCENT, The Story of a Hero, is a play about Vincent Van Gogh adapted by Leonard Nimoy
from the play VAN GOGH, by Phillip Stephens. This is a one person play that stars Mr. Nimoy
as Vincent's brother Theo, through whose eyes we get a look at what Vincent was all about.
The play VAN GOGH was sent to Mr. Nimoy around 1976 to read. This Mr, Nimoy did and he says
"I laughed and I cried. I knew I wanted to do it." He bought the rights to the play,
researched Vincent and Theo Van Gogh for two years and then rewrote and restructurcd the play,
inecorperating his idcas. His original idea was to replace his popular lecture series in
colleges and universities with VINCENT, hoping to work out of a suitcase. He planned to
use furniture and such, available where he was performing. He tock it on a trial run of
four cities in 1978, the play having its premiere in Sacramento, California, May 18, 1978.
The other cities on the tour that year were Minneapolis, Minnesota; . Milwaukee, Wisconsing
and Portland, Oregon. The play was very well reoelved by audiences and recelved good
reviews.

The props that were required in each site were a desk and chair, easel, bench and table,
a rug and a straw mat. Also required were a slide projector, a large screen, and an audio
system, the projector providing a rear screen projection of slides of Vincent's art, while
the audio system and track amplified certain parts of the play, in Nimoy's voice, but giving
a diferent effect. Also, a song by Don McLean, "Vincent", better known as "Starry, Starry
Night", opening the second act would require the auvdio system. Nimoy wanted to tring his
slides, the audio track, his suit and a few hand props, It didn't work out that way, however,.

The stage was set up in halves, one half being representative of Theo's world, (the desk,
chair and rug) and the other half, Vincent's world, (tho rustic bench and table, straw mat
and easel) the huge screen to be behind both areas to project the slides. This would give
the stage the right atmosphere to enhance the words of the play. This system seemed to work
well in Sacramento, Portland, and Milwaukee, but the Guithrie Theater in Minneapolis is a
three-quarter round. set up and the single screen did not work, so dual screens were set up
for simuitanecous projection of the slides.,

The people at the Guthrie Theater were most impressed by VINCENT and by dr. Himoy, and
shortly thereafter, the theater decided it would like to sponsor the play for a national
tour, A new set incorporating the two sides was designed by Guthrie's Michael Beery,
additional props were added, and the dual screens were retained, Nimoy's "sultcase play" is
now made up of over 1l cratces weighing 2,000 pounds.,

At the same time, Nimoy was working to tighten up the play's sbructure and add additional
facts and anecdotes about Vincent's 1life., As a perfectionist, Nimoy is always working to
give VINCENT more feeling so that inceach.performance, we in the audience will better under-
stand this tortured genius. Although the basic story and nessage of the play has not changed
between the first performance in Sacremento, to its future performancés in the 1980 Fall Tour,
Nimoy has listened to the suggestions and criticlsms of the work and his performances in it.
The comments have come from a wide spectrum, encompasing directors, ecritics and other pro-
fessionals, and even including opinions from his fans.

When the play went on its Spring Tour in 1979, it was obviocus in Mr. Nimoy's performance
that he was pleased with the new set and the changes that he had made. Again, when VINCENT
was performed in the fall of 1979, there were additional changes, but more important it
narked the first time that Leonard Nimoy had performed on a stage in his home town since he
left to go to California when he was 18 years old. There was an additional change in the
play during its run there. The Don McLean song that had been used to open the second act
was deleted, Critics had centered comments around the song, rather than the play. When a
device such as this song, used to enhance a picce of work (whether cinema or stage) attracts
more attention than the piece itself, the device loses its effectiveness. Mr., Nimoy decided
to substitute the L'irlesienne Suite by Bizet for the introduction to the second act. Van Gogh
had spent time in Arles and the music was written about Axles. Nimoy knew of the piece and
wanted to see¢ if it might be suitable. When he went to purchase the record, and there was a
Vincent print on the cover, there was little doubt in his mind that the Bizet Suite would be
used,.

VINCENT went on its second tour under the sponsorship of the Guthrie Theater the spring
of 1980 and will tour again this fall. VINCENT has toured some 25 cities since its premiere
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in May of 1978. In many locations, it has been porform - d as a benefit.for those particular
theater centers, With few exceptions, VINCENT and Mr. Nimoy both have received goocd reviews
and exeellent audience response. ‘

VINCENT is rich with information about the two Van Gogh brothers, Vincent wanting to do
something noble for mankind, 2md Theo's financial support and belief in his brother,
despite the fact that everyone clse belisved Vincent to be¢ insane, As Theo, Nimoy gives
us a view of Vincent that could never be seen if he were 1o portray Vincent, "And besides,"
Mr. Nimoy is fond of saying, "everyone knows that Kirk Douglas is Vincent!" We find out
that Vincent was not mad... rathser that he was epileptic, and many of his problems were
related to this. Also, we find out that Vincent was born twice. A baby was born on parch
30, 1852, was named Vineent, and died. IExactly one year later, to the day, another baby
was born, this child was also named Vincent. Young Vincent Van Gogh had to walk past a.
tombstone that bore his own name every Sunday morning. Vincent is best revealed in the many
letters that he wrote to his brother, which Theo kept, over 600 in all. Nimoy makes good
use of parts of these letters, and they add another dimension to the play. Ue see Vincent's
art, many drawings and paintings, slides from Nimoy's own collection, all shown by rear
projection on the hugh screens. These slides are sald to present the most accurate porirayal
of the brilliant cclors that Vincont's paintings are best known., It is a visual feast,

Although Nimoy portrays Theo, the entire production belongs to Vincent., You are caught
up in his plight, problens, and eecentricities, and also his intense love of beaubty and
nature, and his @rive to share it with us. Nimoy's portrayal of Theo never casts a shadow
in Vincent's spotlight. . ‘

Mr. Nimoy is a professional in the truest sense. The consistancy of his performances
is remarkable, rcgardless of the audience size and response, the acoustics of the theatexr, or
Wwhether or not he is. physically well. It appears that Nimoy is as driven to share Vincent
with us, as Vincent was to share beauty with others. It 1s most obvious that Nimoy loves
doing the play.

VINCENT is the perfect vehicle to demonsirate Nimoy's many talents. It gives him the
room 3o share with his audiences his marvellous sense of humor, his caring and concern,
and his great love. The play is & place where he can turn his intensity loose; where it
conveys rather than scares, In VINCENT, we sce yet another of Nimoy's many talents, his
ability to preach and teach. This is a man who can inspirve, and most leave the theater in
awe, not only of Vincent Van Gogh's genius, but of Leonard Nimoy's as well. .One critic
sald it all...

"YINCENT iz a Nimoy triumph!™

iz Bowling

. s & &

DE FORIST KBLLEY

Regarding De's rocent activities I can report that De was indeed a guest at STAR TREKON
in Kansas City at the end of July. Various comments I've recelved about this event include,
QW ! WOH! THROB! SIGH! HE TOUCHED ME!Y, "De looked fantastic... he told some really funny
stories about his westerns and about the movie. I got a booklet by De ~ it's the poem
entitled '"The Big Bird's Dream'.", "4 friend gave De a copy of her zine and included a little
gift of a necklace in the envelope, Did she ever get a delightful surprise when she saw
him wearing it the next day."

For those of you who've seen or heard 'The Blg Bird's Dream' I'm sure you'll agree that
it is a masterpiccc. Has anyone ever scen or heard about the poem !The Yellow Balloon?! whigh
is by De? I understand that it too is a wonderful piecce of creative work bty Ds. Perhaps
somaone might be able to lend me a copy or tell me where I could obtain one from.

Returning to STAR TREKON for a moment, De said he's taking the rest of the year off,
but..... he nmay do some summer stock or dianer theater so I hope peoplc will look out for
this and let me know if you see anything.

I wonder how many people realise that De and Carolyn celebrated their 35th Wedding
annivarsary on September 7th. In America a request was played for them on the American Top
L0 programme by Casey Kasem - it was a number by Gladys Knight and the Pips entitled,
"You're the best thing that ever happened to mel”

That's it for this time folks except to say thank you to Janet Wicks, Susan Jones
and Marilyn Johansen for thelr contributions.

De Forest Kelley Is The REAL McCoyl
Lyna Campion, 6 Bramble Road, Canvey Island, kssex, $88 7EkB, England

A e
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STAR TREK TN THE NIWS

Sunday Post September 2lst. SPOCK'S A BIG HIT IN LOCHGILPHEAD (info Janette Stainmton)

"Oairnbaan, near l[ochgilphead, may seem an unlikely place for a Star Trek fan club.

But for six years Janet Quarton, a forestry worker in Knapdale Forest, has run one of
the world's biggest fan clubs for the American space serial, with over 1000 members in
Scotland, ingland, U.S.A., Japan, Turkey, Finland, Greece and Canada!

From her home in Lochgilphead Janet produces six newslettors a year, and countless
fan magazines which are sent all over the world,

The walls of her house are covered with posters of Captain Kirk, Spock, McCoy and the
Interprise.

Even her two budgles are called Kirk and Spock!

Janet organises "Star Trek" conventions in Britain where fans can meet to discuss the
series, and see re-runs of old TV shows,

She hopes to hold one in Glasgow in 1982,

Janet says 7% of members are female, and members range from doctors, artists, air
stewardesses and security guards to biologists and even ministers."

On the whole it is a falrly accurate article but I wish they hadn't made the mistake over
the conventions as they make it look like I'm organising them all single handedly. As most
of you know I have only been involved in organising one convention jointly with Dot Owens
and Empathy. They don't even mention the convention I am organising, along with the rest
of the STAG committee, next April and I even sent them a registration form for it. It is
pot Owens and Jenny Elson who deserve the credit for organising most of the ST conventions,
so far.

The convention in Glasgow in 1982 is being run by a Scottish local group (as I told the
reporter). The group is called SGIAN DUBH and we will be keeping you informed as to the
progress of this local convention in the newsletters.

I also wish .the rest of the STAG Committee had had a nention as they deserve as much credit
for STAG's success as I do. 1'm particularly surprised that they didn't mention Sheila
and Valerie since they live in Scotland and the Sunday Post is a Scottish paper. I did
sent them full details of the club, the committee and some of the results of the survey

we held on the movie., $till, they were probably limited for space.

Still, even with the points mentioned above I supposc we shouldn't really complain as the
reporter, Noxman Sylvester, has done his best to give the club a falrly good write~up with
the space available to him. We have to thank Rob King of the SF Bookshop in Edinburgh

for telling Norman about STAG and giving him my phone number, =~ Janct

» - - L

STARBURST 24 had a poster in the center with pictures from various films including a rather
unpleasant-looking Kling from ST-TMP. Info Mallta Idwaxds.

ROADEHOW April *80 Japanese magezine. Has some nice colour pictures from ST-THP. You
can get a copy for £3.95 plus £1,00 p&p from S.I.P. 28 Woodstock Road, Finsbury Park,
London 4 3EX. (info Susan West).

SAAC ASTMOV'S SF Magazine August 1980 had a couple of very intercsting articles on
Star Trek. 'On star Trek as Liturgy' by aAndrew M. Greeley 7 pages and 'It's Okay To Like
the $tar Trek Movie' by Bill Warren 14 pages. Both articles are well worth reading.

MAD September 80 (we think) had a skit on ST-IMP. (info Sheila Cornall)
Thanks to everyone who has send in articles. We are always looking for more = Janet.

DATLY MIRROR Aug 16th there was a short article about MARTTAN CHRONICLES. In it it said,
"Eilled ac & thinking man's Star Trek it turned out to have no special effects at all.
Just a few cardboard spacecraft and some bleak rocky scenery from Malta and the Canary
Islands, which couldn't pave helped their tourist trade one bit." .
You'll have gathered that the reviewer didn't like it. He finished by saying, "Meanwhile
the first of a new series of Star Trek (BEG 1) on Monday was rather good, It had ray guns
which turned the starship Enterprise crew into cubes of chalk, Now that's what I call
good space hokum. "

gtar Trek was also refored to on the letters page of the Radio Times when they were
talking about MARTIAN CHRONICLIS. Info Susan West & Victor Bristoll.

CINEFEX No. 1 #3.50 Half this magazine is devoted to ST-TMP with some excellont photos.
The other haif is on ALIEN. Philip Skinner tells us that No., 2 also has half devoted to
ST-TMP with oxcellent stills and the othex half on FMPIRE STRIKES BACK. You'll be able
to get this mag from the British SF Bookshops,
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NiWS OF THE WORLD Secptember 2lst. There was an article about the cost of making SF films.
The article mentions 'Star Trek' as, "still the most popular space show," It later goes on
to say, "But for millions the one Journey into the beyond, which is still light years

ahead of its rivals, is Dr Who." The article give UFC and SPACE 1999 a thumbs down saying
that Gerry Anderson caugh ‘'a space-aged cold when he turned to live action in the Seventies
with UFO and Space 1999.' Blakes beven doesn't even get a mention for some reason but ITV's
new 13 part Dan Dare series does. 'A spokesman for ATV sald: "We hope it will be the
biggest worldwide killing since The Muppets."  (info Ann Preece)

STAR 10G 38 has an excellent interview with DE FOREST KELLEY in which he gives his opinion
of ST-TiHP and also his feelings about Star Trek. 4 pages - has some nice pictures,

Bjo Trimble's Fan Scene mentions the visit of 8T4G nembers Linda Hughes and Doxeen Twivey
to the sT=THP film set. I wonder if Linda has come down to Farth yet.

i o B 2
STAG CON '81

Plans are coming along well for STAG CON and registrations are coming in fast. We have
decided to limit the number attending to 500 as that is as many as the Dragonara can
comfortably hold. .
e have booked all the con rooms for the Friday night so that there will be no problem in
getting the sales room and art room ete set up. Also, since we have the main Brigantes
Suite on the Friday night we will be able to show a couple of ST episodes. Also, there.
should be no problems with the rehearsal of the Fashion Show which will make life easier
for Arne Page and those taking part.
We're afraid we are going to have to drop the video programme, Partly because we really
need the Neville Sulte for the Sales Room as we have so many tables booked, and partly
because We are just not sure what the legal situation is now that we have had that letter
from the BBC, There will be no problem about showing ST episodes on film as those are
openly available and we have at least 16 episcdes to choose from. ¥We will see if we can
get an SF £ilm as well.
There will be a DISCO on the Saturday night as a main part of the 'social evening' that Beth
is owganising., Quite a lot of you did ask if we could have a disco so it is cbviocusly a
popular event. Those of you who can't stand the noise, like Janet Shella and Valerie, can
always adjourn to the baxr or a room paxry. .
Janet is doing her best to make sure there will be an all day bar at the con. The hotel
is agreeable so we'll Jjust have to hope that we can get an extended license okay. Needless
to say Janet has partly selfish reasons for wanting the bar open as she gets very thirsty
at cons. Rog admits that he has the same problem.
As the Tribble Shows were so. popular:at previous cons we have decided to have an Interstellax
Pet Exotlca Competition. There will be classes for Bests Tribble, Schlat, "Dressed" Pet,
ixotic pet, Humourous Pet and Pedigree. Dave Cluett is organising the pet show for us and
the money collected from entry fees will be all donated to 'Guide Dogs for the Biind'. There
will be a prize for Best pet in each class and Best in Show. Unfortunately (or fortunately
depending on how you look at it) because of hotel regulations we cannot accept Torran pets
era . 1981 as entries - in other words, please don't bring any live animals!
We will give you more information about the pet show in the next newsletter and we hope you
wlll all jein in the fun.

We have heaxrd that the rumour is golng round that STAG CON will be purely STAR TREXK W1th no
SF and media ST being included. This is not so, although the con will be mainly STAR TREK.
We know that many memboers are interested in SF and media SF and we welcome entrles in these
categories for eveything except the Fiction/Poctry compctition. The reason for this
competition being Iimited to Star Trek is that we plan to put out a zine at the con which
contains the best of the competion entries and as a ST club we only print ST stories.

In addition we can promise you that BLAKES SEVEN fans will be catered for as Pat Thomau has
already booked a table in the salesrooim, _

ALL the proceeds obtained from the sale of any books or cther items donated to be auctioned
for charity will go to 'Guide Dogs for the Blind'. The convention will take no commlssion

on these items., Send a SARE to Sylvia for auction detalls.

We have now fixed the room rates with the Dragonara and they will be the same as they Were
for Terracon. £15 per night for a single room, £18 per room, per might for a twin room
or a double, Prices are inclusive of VAT but exclusive of btreakfast., The Dragonara does
have tea~naking facilities in every room,

e e S
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MERCHANDISE

STAR TREK MAKE-A-GAME BOOK Wanderer #6.95

On reading the rules for this game recently Valerie discoverced that it was impossible to
play. The instructions tell you to move your token up the corridor to the kridge but
there isn't a corridor. Valerie wrote to Wanderer who passed her letter on to the author,
Bruce Nash. He wrote a nice letter saying that Wanderer had inadvertently left out the
corridor to the bridge. He enclosed a correction sheet and a pressure sensitive 'laddex
which can be stuck on the gaming board. He says, "If you know of anyone who has purchased
a book that does not have this correction inscrted inside, simply write to Wanderer Books
and they will send it along." The address for Wanderer books is on the cover,

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 1002C, U.5.A.

For those of you who want to make your own ladder rather than send for one they give somne
suggestionss

1) A light-coloured crayon, grease pencil, or permanent magic marker can be used to draw a
ladder from the top corners of the TURBO-ELEVATOR up to the tridge (the turbo~clevator

is below Kirk's feet). A more permanent ladder can be made using a light-coloured typing
correctlion fluid, The ladder should have two cross bars, making three rectangles.,

2) Another solutlon is to use four pieces of thin masklng tape. TwWo pieces should be
approximately 25" in length, cnough to reach from the top corners of the TURBO-ELEVATOR
to the Bridge. The other iwo mhould be approx. 2" in length, to connect the two sides of
the ladder, forming (3) equal rectangles.

Bruce Nash finished his letter by saying, "My best wishes to you and the members of the
Star Trek Action Group. I'd love to hear from you and your fellow members now that you
have all the material needed tc play THE STAR TREK MAKl-A-GAME BOOK."

GITADEL MINIATURES have now also brought oul some S4mm STAR TREK figures.

STH01 Captain Kirk Seated at Helm £2.95; STS402 Mr. Spock £2,00;

ST5403 Ilia, in Dultan Leisuwre Dress £2.00; ST304 Klingon Raider w. Laser Pistol £2.00
(info Mark French & Pauline andrews)

There is an LP by MECO entitled 'Music from Star Trek and The RBlack Hole' on the (Casablanca
label No. NBLP 7196, The first side of the record is devoted to STAR TREK, the tracks
being 'Star Trek Nedley' (of the fllm), 'Love Theme from Star Trck' and 'Theme from Star
Trek® (TV serlos) The album cover is illustrated by Shushel Nagacka (who also does albun
cover for Flo & Earth, Wind & Fire) and is of a starship of a similar design to the
'Enterprlsc'

The album is an Amcrican 1mport and may not have been released over here yct. (info Mark
French), If anyone finds coples of the album can you please let Janet and Sheila know as
we want copies,

STAR TREK MAPS Bantam #8.95 .

'The navigational charts of the five-year voyage of the Starship Interprise.’ The pack
consists of two double-sided maps, one of which shows the Interprise’s patrol area and the
other the extent of Federation territory. The stars/planets shown are those which appeared
in STAR TREE, and several solar systems, etc, are shown in detail in boxes around the maps.
There is also a navigation manual (which states 'the best way to find your position in

space 1s to ask your navigation computer.'). However, this does give some detail about the
different planets mentioned in STAR TREK. At first sight this is a somewhat overpriced item;
on closer examination, there is far more in it than is immediately npparent. Sheiln.

STAR TREK POSTERS  Tomorrow Enterprises, 303 Fifth Avenue. Suite 1306, New York, NY 10016 USA.
B4, 50 each or three for $.2.00. Blacklight posters with rich velvet toxture accents, one
featuring Kirk, one Spock and one the Enterprise. Forelgn orxders sond ﬁl.OO extra for
handling. The postors are 20" x 28" and are rather nice. Sheila.

[ ] . - L] *

ANDROMEDA no longer have in stock THE MAKING OF STAR TREK, Whitfield & Roddenberry, and

THE WORLD OF STAR TREK , Gerrold. The ST-THP greetings cards are almost sold out (there are
no Xirk cards left) and the publishers are also out of the cards.

andromeda cxpects to have stocks of the 1981 STAR TREK CALENDAR in shortly. As the calendar
is subject to import duty the price cannot be set until the calendars are actuﬁlly in, but
Rog oxpects the price to be in the £5.50 - £€ range. He also expects the 5T Maps in soon,

H T (Goatinued on page 154 )
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SMALL ALG

Yend to Janet. British stamps are acceptable,

We cannot print adverts for video and audio

4001t Bmm colour sound STAR TREK episode, "Is the In Truth No Beauty".
good condition. £20 plus post and packing.

Also, has anyone any ples, articles, photos, just anything on actor Robert
Conrad from "A Hen Called Sloane" TV series? Will buy or swap pics, photos etc.
on stars of your choice., I will help if I can and I will answer all letters.
Koggsie Medhurst, 43 Manor Road, twanscombe, Kent, DAIO OklL. "

Any photos from UFP Con of: The Corellianss The White Dress and the House of
Nova.Fashion (ollecticn;  The Sea People from the Drama and from the Disco -
Girl in Fishnets and Blue fringed Shawl, Thanks. Donna Lauchlan, 16 Tonkridge
Road, West Holesey, Surrey.

Any of the following: A.M.T. model kit of the U.S.5. Enterprise Exploration
Set (includes phaser, communicator and tricorder); "The Making of Star Trek"
by Stephen Whitfield and Gene Roddenberry; "The Star Trek Postcard Book";
"The Star Trek Concordance™ by Bjo Trimble; "Mudd's Women" by J.A. Lawrence.
fust be in very good condition - will pay good prices. Vrite to David Burton,
37 Greenvay, pastbourne, iast Sussex, lngland.

Yend SAl for list to Mark Pearce, 42 Bracknell Drive, Alvaston,

Very

Star Trek zines.
Dexrby, D2 COBS,.

A copy of the zine 'The Interstellar Babysitters', author unknown,
condition if possible. Will pay any reasonable price plus postage.
anne Chalmers, 20 Clyde Drive, Almond Bast, Livingston, W. Lothian, LH% SLF
Any issues of TV-SCI-FI MONTHLY. Will pay goed prices,

I can get an AMT interprise or Klingon Model? 4lso any photos/info on SPACE
Kartin Delaney, 3% Bankhead Road, Rutherglen, Glasgow, G773 ZNR.

Grod

Does anyone know whore

1999,

large collection of; 4ipe, Perry Rhodan, Tomorrow People paperbacks;

Also Brooke Rond card sets. All offors
considered. Send SAE for large, detailed lists, WANTZD: ST poster 'zines, ,
comics, pre - 74, 77, '78 ST annuals; ST fanzines and any other ST materil,
Also ST 8" or 12" & Doctor Who ranges of figures (esp. 8" aliens)., Send BAE to:
David Hawley, 10 Fitzjames Ave., mast Croydon, Surrey, CRO 5DH.

TV annuals and other TV SF material.

Photographs of The Ilford Group eollection at Terracon Fashion Show (Iragon
Inpression). Please contact Lee Owers, 23 Maiden Road, Stratford, Londen El5

Good quality colour photos from TV of Leonard Nimoy and William Shatner from
various TV shows and novies. For complete list send self-addressed envelope
and 2 TRCs to gvallou Richardson, 1213 Lorraine Parkway, Florence, AL 35630,

8T 'zines, especially american and K/S zines. Will pay good prices.,
Katy Deery, 1 Whitchurch Road, Harold Hill, Romford, lssex, lingland,

One copy of 'By Any Other Name'. 8mm colour sound. £50. (. Caddy,
142 Purlong Road, Tunstall, Stoke-on-~Trent, Staffs.

Battlestar Galactica photostory from the German magazine Gong, 45 pages, Offers;.
Close Fncounters of the 3rd Kind, also from Gong. Offers; 7 Star Wars miniture
figures (Halrus man, Death Star droid, Snaggletooth, R5-DS droid; Power droid,

A poster of Mickey lMouse

0,52 m X 0.395m, offers; A poster ofiTowering Inferno on one side and David :
Cassidy on the other. 0.5m x 0.77m, offers, Annette Bannasch, Schutzenwaldweg 14,

7850 Lorrach, West Gormany.

Photos of Bill Shatner/Leonard Nimoy from MISSION IMPCSSIBLIL.
Christine Miles, 101 Mayplace Rd West, Bexleyheath, Kent.

SAe

Please contact
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FOR SALX: Just in: The Star Trek-The Motion Picture calendar 1981 for only £4.99 as well
as many other new items.
Also avallable are the following William Shatner films on video cassebte:s
"Whale of a Tale" and "The Devil's Rain® duplicated by the film companies -
themselves: £329,95. Orders to "Home T.V. Services", Colin Hunter,
7, Caigmillar Park, Edinburgh. :

WANTED: Following zines in good condition: a) UK Log fntries 1j Mmanon 33 Zap 2;
Fortune Teller; Fizzbin 1; Captain's Log 1~3,6-11., b)USA Berengaria 1-7;
Sahaj Collected 1, 4; Delta Triad 1,2; Nexus 1,2; R&R #4,5,6/7; Masiform D 1,33
Southern Star 1,23 Rigel 1-3; Menagerie 1-11,14,36,17; The Other Side of
Paradise 1=3 (adult & gen); Alternative 1; Saurian Brandy Digest 4; Tal Shaya 1;
Guardian 1; IDIC 1-4; Human Factor 1-5; Sehlat's Roar 34 Australias SPOCK, .1-10.
Send offers tos Davis, ¢/o ann Flegg, 5 Ganner's Grove, Leeds 13, Yorkshire.

bt
ZINE 4DS
CAPTAIN'S 10G 13 & 14 The usual nixture of general STAR TREK stories by various authors.
price £1.25 each (H8.00 USA Airmail). When ordering please make Cheques/POs payable to

S. Billings, and order from Mrs $. Billings, 49 Southampton Road, Far-Cotton, Northampton,
NN4 9EA, England

British zines A flyer containing information of currently avallable British zines is
avallable from Sylvia Billings, 49 Southampton Road, Far-Cotton, Northampton, NN4 QEA.
Pleascienclose a SASE. Foreign members please enclose a SAE + 2 IRCs for airmail reply.

STARCLUSTER  All profits to be donated to the official AUCON 81 charity, the British
Drabetic Assoclation, Price £1.35 inc P&F from either Sylvia Billings,(address above)
or Jemny flson, 11 Woburn Close, Wigston Magna, Leicester.

COMPUTER PLAYBACK 4 - includes The Gathering by Michele Arvizu, Family Affair by Devra
Jangsam and The Heallng Time, Kancy Kippax & Bev Volker, all reprinted from US zines.

Also K/S RELAY - three stories by Leslie Fish; S8helter, Cooling One's Heels, Poses,
reprinted from US zines. K/S Relay contains sexually explicit matcrial involving same sex
relationships; read it at your own discretlon. Foxr this rcason an age statement should
accompany your order; this zine will not knowingly be sold to anyone under 18, 4
selfeaddressed sticky lable would be greatly appreciated., Computer Playback 4 and K/S Relay
are available for £1.50 each. The ‘'adult' Relay is still available, 120 pages, £2.75;

send for details, Please order from Janet Hunt, 54 Foxhunter Drive, Oadby, Leiccester,

GALACTIC DISCOURSE 3 from Laurle Huff, 208 W. Crow, Bureka, IL 61530, USA, $12.00 first
class, £13.71 aixmail. This is an excellent zine containing general ST storics. We have
bulk orderced this (flyers went to everyone who had an envelope with Sheila) alrcady, so
anyone else wanting it should contact Laurle direct. The first two issues of Galactic
Discourse are out of print but Laurie is considering reprinting both zines if enough interest
is shown; if you would be interested in getting these zines (recommended by Janet & Sheila)
send Lauric a SAE with 2 International Reply Coupons for airmall postage.

ANTTTHESTS ~ a zine with emphasis on the Klingons and an interest in printing SF. Engquiries
to Cathie Whitchead, 4020 Woolslayer Way, Pittsburgh, Pa 15224, U.S5.A.

PRECESSIONAL ~ a novel from Laurie Huff (address as for Galactic Discourse). It is a story
of loss, strugzle and character growth. Due autumn 1980. Addressed cnvelope and IRCs for
info. We will probably bulk order this one ~ leave BAR with Sheila for info.

COMPANION 3 ~ & novel by Pamela Rose. This is the story which was 'introduced' in Companion
2, in which Kirk and Spock were rescued at the moment of death by the Preservers. They must
come to torms with many things, not the least thelr personal relationship, in their new life.
The zine includes same-sex relationships, and will not knowingly be sold to anyone under 18,
Addressed envelopes and 2 IRCs to Ellen Kobrin, 3 Jetmore Place, Massapequa, NY 11758, USa.

SUN & SHADOW - a Kirk/Spock relationship zine with story emphasis on hurt/comfort, due

late autumn?barly winter 1980. SAR with 2 IRCs for info. We will probably be bulk ordering
this one when it is ready - leave a stamped addressed envelope with Sheila for info. For
anyone ordoering direct, send to Carol Frisbie, 518 South Abingdon St, Arlington, Virginia
22204, USh.
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For your STAR TREK requirements at competitive prices send SAE for list 40: T & J Elson,
11 Woburn Close, Wigston Magna, Leicester LES 1XB.

THE STRIPED TOMATO is now sold out. We gather that all foreign orders were sent surface.
S & H fans interested in knowing more about the banned S & H eplsodes please contact
Shirley Amnn Cowden, 71 Cathcaxt Strect, Greenock, Renfrewshire, Scotland.

L] . L] . 2

ATTENTION ~ can anyone help?

Sandra Fo Ferriday, 104 Stoeckton Rd, Hartlepool Gleveland, advertised badges for sale in the
Pebruary /L. She received an order from Fiona Godfrey, 40 Grant Street, Helensburgh,
Dumbartonshire, Scotland, for three badges. Fiona sent £1.80 to pay for these, but omitted
to say which badges she wanted. Sandra contacted her to ask what she wanted, and despite
writing twice has had no reply. She doesn't know whether to send the money back to the
address givon or not, Would Fiona, or anyone who knoWs her, please get in touch with
Sandra about this.

BULK ORDERG FOR U.S, FANZINES. We *bulk order® several U.S. fanzines each year as a service
to members; once we know the 2ine is sctually available and the price, we take pald orders
from members and send these off to the appropriate editor, paying the lot on one cheque,
This saves members some money as the price of a draft is being split between a lot of people
instead of each person paying his/her own. Frequency of these orders varies depending on
which zines come out; sometimes months pass without anything new coming out, and at other
times we get info on two or even three zines all at once,

If you want info on bulk orders for %zines, leave a selif-addressed stamped envelope with
Sheila, who will send a form giving prices and details of the zine(s) in question when she
has 1t. It would be better if you were to stamp your letters 12p at the moment, as postage
costs will be going up at the end of the year to 12p second class and we don't know if any
zines will be available before then, althouzgh we hope that Precessional and Sun & Shadow,
and p0951bly Stellar Gas 2, will all be ready boefore the New Year.

At the same time, it might boe better to leave at least 2 envelopes with Shella in case info
comes on a Zine Just after she has gent out the envelopes with details for ordering another
one. This can happen ~ info on Nexus and Spin Dizzy had just gone out when she got info
that Galactic Discourse 3 was ready.

We txry to make sure that we only order in this fashion zines that we think are good. That
doesn't mean, of course, that zines we don't bulk oxder aren't good, We don't, for example,
bulk order K/S zines. This is a purely arbitrary division between what we order and what

we don't, forced on us by the need to Reep our turnover below the level where we would have
'to pay VAT. (By 'good', of course, we mean zines that are well-written and that we think
our members will enjoy. If you get a zine that you think 1s very good and that we have not
advertised, please do let us know about it, as we can't keep track of all the zines that are
being put out. We also itry to make sure that we advertise only zines that are well-written
and well-edited.)

B 0 0 o e e et e e

I0FPS, LYONS MALD AND WEETABIX

The Lyons Maid Kirk caxd (No. 1) qeoms in short supply, and T am holding several orders.
Can anyone help with spavre duplicates?

Complete sets of the Topps cards are almost finished (£2.50 inc. postage) but single cards
are available at 3p each + SAR, Nos. 1, 2, 11, 65 & 68 are out of stock at the moment,
but if you wish, orders can be held until moxe are available.

Heetablix card stocks are low - I have no Kirk, Spock or McCoy strips in hand.
ALl enquiries to Valerle Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Rd, Saltcoats, Ayrshire, with SAE please.
- e
PHOTOCOPIES

Now that we have a photocopier Janet is willing to do photocopies of almost anything for
members. The price is 5p per page + and a 3Ak , allowing 10p postage por 10 pages.,
If there is anything you would like a copy of just write to ask Janet if she has it and how
many pages it is., It is impossible for us to meke lists as Janet has hundreds of articles,
books, zines, blographies, cradit lists for the actors, episode lists - in fact lots of
material on every aspect of STAR TREK. If you ever send too much money for what you want
copled the excess will be refunded - probably in stamps.

S0 I IO O SO U0 O T e 1 IR
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CONVENTIONS

STAR TREK'CONVENTIONS

STAG CON'S8L  1lth/12th April 1981 . Dragonara Hotel, Leeds
Guests - cusan Sackett & Rupert Hvans Reglutrailon £8 per person

Room rates &£15 for a single room,per.night, £18 per room per night for a itwin or double.
Prices are inclusive of VAT but exclusive of treakfast. There are tea making fa0111t1es

in each room,

Info and registrationss 5y1vma Billings, 49 Southampton R4, Far-Cotton, FNorthampton, NNY QEA

AUCON '81 2&/29/3q/315t August 1981, De Vere Hotel, .Coventry

Confimed Guests Mark Lenard, Nichelle Nichols, George Takei, Grace Lee Whitney

All profits to be donated to the British Diabetic Association.

€.A.E, to Janet Hunt, 5% Foxhunter Drive, Oadby, Lelcester, Li2 5FE

WANTED FOR AUCON *8l1 Six brave souls to take part in the "Mastermind Competltlon" ~ This
will be run on similar lines to the TV Mastermind. All questions will be Star Trek
orientated in 2 rounds:~ A specialised subject/episode + a general knowledge round, Please
write to: Lynne Hartshorn, 33 Brettall Rd, Lelcester, enclosing a SAR. .

OTHER CONVENTTIONS

STARCON - 19/20th Sept 1981 7 aT & Media SF Pragonara Hotel, Leeds
Large SAW to Starcon, Mike Wild, 98 Toxteth St., Higher Openshaw; Manchester M1l 18%
FANDERSON CON *81 (Gerry Anderson) 28/2%9th March, 1981 Dragonara Hotel, Leeds
Contacts: Pamela Barnes, 88 Thornton Ave., Chiswick, London, W4 1QW
bttt
CLUB UPDATE

Make sure you have the correct addreségg—fgz—gﬂgufollowingg

FMPATHY Dot Owens, 30 Ovenden Way, Lee Mount, Halifax, W. Yorks.

STCC Judy Nortimore, 92 Thurlow Park Road, West Dulwich, London SE21 SHY

STARLHIP EXCALIBUR Shirley Lambard, 119 st, Nazaire Rd., Chelmsford, Issex, (M1 250G

Other Clubs

GATHERING A club for Paul Darrow. Miss A Wigmore, 224 Harnall Lane Bast, Coventry, CV1 5AJ

ZZ9 PLURAL 7 ALPHA: The Eitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy Appreciation Society, is now

being formed to help the human race recover from the devastating effects of being demolished.

We plan newsletters, four to be taken per year for maximum effect; a badge to avoid being

double~desed; meetings where you can gain moral support in the company of other folk and

and once again wave your towel with pride at passing Vogons! If you've lost your towel,

join us and we'll help you find it! For further detalls send an SAL tos Robotics

Correspondent, Z79 Plural Z Alpha, 23 Northbrook Rd., Aldershot, Hants, GULl 3HE
-

THE GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND ASSOCIATION

some members have recently mentioned to us that they weren't very happy with CANCER RESBARCH
being the club charity as they experiment on animals. This was something which never
ocourred us and we don't really like the idea of that ourselves. We originally adopted

that charity because Sheila was giving the used stamps to a friend of hexr junt's and that

is where she sent them.

Beth has always preferred 'The Gulde Dogs For The Blind fAssociation' and we decided to

see if they would accept used stamps as it is a charity which will satisfy all us animal
lovers and those of you who prefer charities which help people. Sheila wrote to the
Training Centre at Forfar and they replied saying that they would gratefully accept the
stamps and any donations we send, Thelr letter concluded with, "I have not heard of your
organisation before, and I was intrigued to learn that you have approximately 1,000 members
in the world, In view of your name, perhaps, I ought to have said ‘on this planet'." "It
was good of you to contact us with your offer of help, and your interest and support in

the work of our Association is greatly appreciated.® Yours S$in. R.C, Forrester, aAdministrator
We hove you agrec with our choice a club charity. Please send your used stamps to Janet

as hox mother has offered to trim them and sort them for us,

If anhyone has ideas about how we can raise funds for the charity in other ways, let us know.
We would like to take this opportunity te® thank inne Whitchead for doing the stamps for

us this last few months.
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FRIENIGHIP CORNER

It seems only a few weeks since I last sat down to write this column, however I have
travelled a long way in the last month. Across the U.S.A. and back, I met a number of
American Trekkers, some of whom I knew before and some entirely new friends. Again I
learnt that being a 'fan' gives you friends everywhere.

Anyway, enough from me, down to the information;

BEDFORD & DISTRICT S.T. GROUP will be holding their next meeting on Sunday 12th October

at Flat 3, 36 Clapham Road, Bedford at 3 pm. Anybody wishing to attend this 'crazy' assembly
should contact Ray Dowsett, Top Flat, 177 Victoria Road, Cambridge, (B4 3BU.

Ray and the group are also considering extending their Christmas/Fancy Dress party on

Sunday 21st December, into a Mini-Con. Anyone not at the group meeting on August 10th -

and who is interested in attending such a gathering please contact Ray. Non—group

menbers are very welcome.

We would like to encourage existing local groups and groups Jjust being formed to use this
column to contact fans,

Now, da dum, what you've all been walting for; PEN~PAIS.

Fhyllis Gregory, 35 North Close, Lymington, Hants SO4 9BW 1s 24 years old and a glutton
for punishment (or so she says), Phyllis likes reading (S.F. & fantasy); music and writing
letters., She already has 4 pen~pals found through this column.

Tracey Saunders is easy to please, her interests are very wide and she just wants somgone
to write to, She lives at 33 White Road, Stratford, ILondon El5

John Patterson is a new membexr of the Bedford group and is particularly interested in
contacting anyone living in his local area. John is 19 and enjoyes 5T, S.F. he is alsn

a fan of Lee Majors and Lindsay Wagnor. The address to write to is 102 Mullway, Letchworth,
Hexrts SGEY BH

Susan Heath is a 32 year old McCoy fan, she lives in Florida U.S5.4. and. would like to
correspond about sStar Trek, Star Wars and aerospace. Susan is a nurse and crazy about
flying. Unfortunately T don't have an address for Susan, but I do have a phone number
1-904-734-0l68, So 1f anyone out there has always wanted to make a trans-jtlantic phone
call but didn't know who to ring, well here's your chancel

Jennifer Walker would like to get in touch with any Walter Koenig/Chekov fans, Write:
24 Common St., Ravenstone, Olney, Bucks,

Elizabeth Baker would like a pen-friend anywhere over seas, America or Lurope. Her hobbies
are; animals, sport, Astronomy and walks in the country. She is 21 and enjoys meebing
pecple and travelling and would prefer to write to someone about her own age.

25 Courtil Bris, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands,

Linda Merryweather would like to say 'hello' to Carol who she met recently at Dark They Were
and Golden fyed. Linda lives at 22 Rossett Walk, Berwick Hills, Middlesbrough, Cleveland.

KiNT 8T GROUP are holding their next Group meeting on 26th October at 96b Broadway,
Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 7DE. The group meets monthly and watches ST episodes, there is an
attendence charge of 50p to cover electricity, ete. and attendees should take a packed
lunch, if they want to eat. UWrite to Wendy if you would l1ike to attend this or any of
thelr meetings.

That's all on the pen=pal front this N/L, but I would like to that Dale Scott for her nice
thank-you letter (I just love these old fashioned people with manners) and fracey Saunders
for her contribution towards N/ L printing costs.

Lilve Long & Prosper, be happy Beth
e I A R SO

MERCHANDISE (con't from page 10)

PEDIGREE TOYS, wellingboxough, has brought out three model ships from ST-TMP price £2.25 each.
There is the Interprise, the Klingon Cruiser and the Vulecan Shuttle & Sled, These models

are really meant as toys and are made of a fairly strong plastic. They look good enough

Just to have on disply, especlally the interprise which gives the best value for the money.

bbb bbbt (info Jean Donkin)
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COMMENTS

Personal views expressed here are those of various members and are not necessarily
representative of those of the STAG Committee,

Barbara Yates =~ I would like to extend my thanks to the following:- Andromeds Bookshop,
for efficlent and helpful service; Magpie Reconds, dittos Sandra Fexrriday, for prompt and
friendly delivery of photos and badges of very good quality; INAF {through which I heard
about the rest); April Publications, ¥.Y. (I was going barmy wondering where I could get a
Vulcan language book); and last, but certainly not least, yourselves for the great photos
you offer - the ones I've bought have been really good quality.

Garry Petty, B.Sc. = I think it would be a good idea for everybody who writes a technical
article for the N/L to include his relevant qualifications (if any). This would then enable
the reader to determine if the whole is somebody's ideas of what sounds nice or whether it
contains and is based on sclentific verity. 4s an example, in N/L 42 therc is an article
about photon torpedces. T have a degree in physics and am presently researching for my
masters degree and my doctorate, and my initlal reaction to the article was that it was
purely something that sounded gocd and in my mind it didn't seem correct. I then started
to look at the problem and claims more sclentifically with some of my colleagues, and based
on our present knowledge of basic physics, we came to the conclusion that elther it's a load
of rubbish or we don't know enough advanced physics to really analysc the problem, whereas
a professor might. My point is, 1f the author of the article is a trained, experienced
physicist, what he sald is probably all correct; however, 1f he isn't, it is Jjust what he
thinks sounds good, which might, by chance, contaln scientific verities.

(We think that Garry's best plan would be to get directly in touch with Colin Hunter,

who writes the Technical Spot; Colin does want to contact other members interested in

the technicalities of STAR TREK. Personally, we think that any article on the technical

aspects of STAR TREK is pure speculation based on what seems reasonable, as we do not

know enough advanced physics as yet for the level of technology assumed in the series.)

Kicheolas Luxton =~ Could we have a competition to design a badge for the club, as there
doesn!t seem to be a club badge?
(On the face of it this scems a good idea, but we've priced getting badges, ete, done,
and it would cost too much, at least at the moment. We are still looking into getting
“button badges made and hope to have some more information soon.)

Yendy Downes = At the end of the movie there wag a awop of Jackets between 3Jpock and Heloy
~ presunably this was intentional, to catch us out? I had seen the film several times
before I noticed it.

Ian Slade - In the final scene of ST-TMP McCoy and Spock appeared to have changed Jackets
suddenly - was there any reason for this?
(I'm sure I read somewhere that Leonard Nimoy was asked about this and denied that it
was deliberate, It may simply have been a mistake by the props department or wardrobe
putting the wrong shoulder flashes on clean jackeis.)

Ian Slade = In Peter Nicholl's hardback book *The Encyclopedia of Sclence Fiction', under

Mack Reynolds other works section the sixth entry reads - 'Star Trek - Mission to Horatius

(1965}*. I have never heam! of this =~ have you any ideas about it?
(Mission to Horatius was a book written for the = oh = possibly 10 - 12 year old age
group. The 'guest character® is a boy, somewhere in his eaxrly teens, Jjust at the stage
where he is trying to prove himself a man according to the customs of his planet.  There
has been a distress signal plcked up; the Enterprise, investigating, finds a solar
system with several inhabited planets. They pick up the boy con the first one they visit
then go on, »nd he helps them in thelr eventual discovery of who is responsible for the
signal. Then on the way back to base, the crew 1s affected by 'space madness', and
McCoy has considerable difficulty keeping everyone's minds occupied. Clroumstances,
however, appear to be assisting him, Considering the age level for which it is intended,
it is a reasonable story; looking at it from an adult level, there are several bits that
are inadequately dealt with and could be better developed. To the best of my knowledge,
this book has been out of print for at least ten years. Sheila.)

Norman Young - How about more information on the ‘non-STAR TREK' honorary members (eg Susan
Sackett, finne McCaffrey), some of whom we have heard nothing about for months.
(Short biegzraphies on many of the honorary members can be found in their books, of course,
and everyone who goes to the cons knows Anne Page. What would you like to know?)
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Delwyn Shorley -~ While I'm writing, I thought I'd tell you that Omicorn's photos are 10p
cheaper than STAG's; perhaps it would be worth finding out where they get them done. Also
on the subject of photos, would 1t be possible to do a couple of lists on characters instead
of episodes = I'm always hunting for pictures of Uhura, but usually find she's in b/g or
back to camera, and I'm sure other fans find this true about their favourite characters.
{Regarding the price of photos, we could get them cheaper if we sent them to one of the
discount processors. However, this means risking the clips 1o the post and also risking
to the post upwards of £300 worth of photos every two months, although the fimm should
be responsible for photos they send that don't arrive. The clips involved come from -
mestly =~ Shella's personal collection, with some coming from Janet's and occasionally
Valerie's, and theyave irreplaceable should they be losts and we select for the N/L
the best and most representative clips that we have. (Vhen we order clips we Jjust have
to take what comes, within certain limits -« we can order scenes, characters, but not
specific scenes or episcdes.) We are quite frankly not prepared to risk losing them in
the post. In addition, the processor we currenrtly use now knows about printing the ¢lips
right way round -~ film clips come with the emulsion on the wrong side, and everyone who
has put clips into a shop for printing knows that they invariably print them accoxding to
noxmal procedure regardless of instructions, resulting in prints done in reverse. We
insist on getting them right way round, which would mean the clips being sent back again
- and risked twice more to the post ~ should we try a discount processor. Not much goes
missing in the post, but enough vanishes for us to be slightly wary.
Regarding offering clips of Uhura, etc - as minor characters, they do tend to appear in
the background much of the time (we do try to make sure that all the characters are
listed somewhere per episode, but we don't always have clips of them) and most of the
close~ups we have of them are unidentified and, in fact, virtually unidentifiable; one
closeup of Uhura -~ oxr Spock - or Sulu - at station looks very like another and some of
these may even be stock shots, used in more than one episode t0 show a silent reaction.
However, we will include one or two c¢lips from the unidentified box for each of the
minor characters in the next few W/Ls, starting with this omv.)

Marion Staveley = I am now going to commit sacrilege. I am glad the ST TV sexies is back,
but since secing the film it isn't the same. I may be a bit peculiar but I like Bill Shatnex
as he is now, If he had looked like he does now ten yenrs ago, he would have been a better
Kirk., Does that make sense? 1 don't know how to describe. it really. His acting has.-
improved over the years, his Kirk now scems more vreal (at least to me) and has a dignity
that was lacking before. What do other fans think?

(¥ell, what do other fans think?)

Malita Biwards - Some time ago, I ordered and recelved a full set of ‘the Topps carxds., One
in particular puzzles me =~ No. 54 is titled 'Transporter Malfunction' and it clearly shows
Decker and the Ilia thing on the rec deck! Illogical...

Pauline indrews — I only recently began to collect the Lyons Maid ST cards and hews reached
the grand total of 8 (out of 25). I think I've found a mistake, Being a Dr. McCoy fan, I
was delighted to receive on my eighth card o pictuxe (a nice one, too!) of my herc, card
No. 3, in fact. Then I was disappointed to find out that the details on the back stated
that Leonard McCoy was Senior Ship's Surgeon (true) and a Lieutenant Commander (can't be?!)
The pileture shows McCoy in white medical tunic, so no gold brald ranking on slecves 1is
worn, but my few pletures of MeCoy in grey service dress clearly show him wearing the two
unbroken parallel gold rings as worn by Scotty and Spock, who were Commanders. I think
Lyons Maid has slipped up a little = in ST-TMP, Leonard MeCoy was a (ommander:
(Most firms putting out things like the bubblegum cards/ice lolly cards have sone ,

. pistskes, either in their general blurb or in the printing of the plectures. Some of the

Lyons Mald cards are in reverse, and has =nyone noticed the mistake in tho Topps caxd No.877)

Attt
ORDER ING PHOTOGRAPHS

Please remember to enclose a stamped addressed envelope when you order photos and the
correct postage. Some of you have been forgetting lately,

We don't want to add a penny on each photo to cover postage as those ordering a lot of
photos would be paying too much, and those ordering less than ten wouldn't be paying
enough. It might average out but it would be unfair to those sending in lerge orders.
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HARLAN ELLISON'S REVIEW OF ST-TMP

The comments on Harlan Bllison's review of ST-TMP have brought in several additional
comments, both in favour of Ellison's attitude and against it. ¥From these there does scem
t0 be a sexist element involved,; with the men mostly agreeing with @llison and the women
mostly feeling that Bllison was too personal in his statements (although we know of several
men who disagree with Ellison's attitude, too.)

James Pauley =~ Regarding the letter from David Coote (N/L 42) I am #lad to see someone
writing to defend Harlan Ellison's comments in his Starlog article.
I too felt that the remarks 'his jealousy shows' and 'the review was inexcusable and dise
gusting' were ill~considered emotional outbursts on behalf of the ladies in question. What
seems 1o have aroused this tide of indignation is the so-called personal nature of the
roview, ie the comments on Bill shatner and Gene Roddenberry.
In Roddenberry's case hls credentials as a writer were under scrutiny, and as the movie was
his brainchild the examination of his writing ability was perfectly justified and cannot
be described as a personal attack by any stretch of the imagination - after all, how can one
criticise writing without criticising the writer? Certainly the criticism of Shatner was a
far more personal piece, but if as Fllison stated shatner's ego problems and domineering
attitude affected the movie in any way (eg he had script approval and called for frequent
conferences between himself, the director and the writer) then it is only to be expected that
his personality should come under scrutiny, hence inviting personal criticism.
Perhaps someone would kindly explain to me what Ellison has to be jealous about? Cexrtainly
not the fact that he was not involved with a movie that was almost universally panned by
the movie and science fiction communities. (In fact he did submit a script which was
rejected -~ Editor) And certainly not over the writing in the movie., 4is far as his literaxy
abilities axo concerned Harlan Ellison needs answer to no man. In my opinion (and that of
his peers) the man is one of the grentest writers ever to put pen to paper and to accuse him
of jealousy in connection with ST-TMP is ludicrous. Let us not forget that Ellison is
Judging the movie from a professional viewpoint as well ag that of a Star Trek enthusiast -
yes, you read it right; contrary to popular opinion Ellison is squarely behind ST. How many
fans are aware that he almost single-handedly organised & letter campaign which saved ST
after NBC planned to drop it after the first season?
This is also a good opportunity to clarify the situation regarding the 'rancor' between
Roddenberry and Ellison over 'City'. Ellison has stated in print that he was a bit loud=
mouthed at the time and that perhaps he was and still is too close to the material to have
an objective opinion and to know when it has been bettered by other hands.
Sheila's statement that she would not like to see any ST stories writiten by Ellison is
ridiculous as he has written the 'City' script which, despite changes, is still 90% Ellison.
There was only one major change, the rest were merely cosmetic owing to budgetary restrict-
ions. For the benefit of anyone who hasn't read the originel, Ellison's main beef was over
the ending in which he had Kirk prepared to sacrifice everything to save Edith. che really
should consider what she has read before making such statements. I have read nearly every-
thing Ellison has wrltton, fantasy and non-fantasy, fiction and non~-fiction, and pever has
he shown pessimism in his views, only realism in his acknowledgement that man can be "o brutal,
cruel, greedy, savage and corrupt. Bub just as strong is his optimistic belief in the
fundamental capacity for greatness and good and the eventual triumph of the human spirit,
and this is roflected in the bulk of hiz work, underlying even his rawest most savage
stories. Harlan Ellison is o true artist and Star Trek would be even greater than it is
today if it had benefitted from more of his work - after all, he gave us the best episode,
didn't he? So, as David Coote says, let us all look again wnd Judge a bit more objectively
and calmly what is after all Just one man's honest opinion.

(Without wishing to claim editorial privilege, I would like to answer a couple of the

points Jim brought up. First of all, I don't think that 'City' is still 90% Ellison,

and we intend to print a comparison of the two seripts in the next N/L to see what

nembexrs who have not had the opportunity to rcad the original think. Although most of

the members who answered our questionnglire listed Cilty in their top three favourites,

it is not, even in Roddenberry's version, one of my favourite episodes, coming, indeed,

well down the list; I don't dislike it, but I don't like it either, and I very much

dislike Ellison's original version. I don't have a high opinion of a man who would

"give up the entire universe for the woman he loves' = I would call that attitude

extromely selfish, and not characteristic of the Kirk I know. 1T agree that I have not

read much of Ellison's work - vhab I have read left a nasty tastc in my mouth. I can
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sec 'his ncknowledgement that man can be brutal, cruel, savage and coxrrupt' but I

have completely failed to see any 'optimistic belief in the fundamental capacity for
greatness and good and the eventual triumph of the human spirit', to quete Jim., This
nay be a fault in myself; on the other hand, I remember rcading somewhere — I'can't
remember where ~ someone, I think another SF writer, who was comparxing Ted Sturgeon and
Harlan Ellison. He said 'Sturgeon doesn:t know how to hate; BEllison doesn't know how
to love.' Sheila,) -

Pat Jenking - I'd very much like to express my disgust at the review of 3T-THP by Harlan
Ellison

Though I strongly disagree with many of his opinlons my main complaint does not relate to
them, VYhat I found absclutely revolting was the hatred which spread through his review,
like & sickness.

Whether or not you like a film, whatever you think or don't think of the standard of acting,
directing etec, there is no excuse at all for such warped hatred to be directed at the f£ilm.
Ellison is a 2ittle, 1little man, a pathetic creature and Starlog a foolish magazine to
print such an outburst of quite unnatural hatred.

Lee Oweors & [in Green — "A Private Little Var" - Trekkers review Ellison.

««oIn the Beginning there was Ellison's "City on the Edge of Forever". And the script was
without form and void. 4nd Roddenberry sald, Let there be changes; and there were changes.
Roddenberry divided what was Trek from what was not Trek. And the Episode was praised and
brought forth a Hugzo Award, And Ellison was very wroth and his countenance fell. And it
came to pass, afier the Movie, that Ellison rose up azainst Roddenberyy his peer, and poured
scorn upon him...

We've all seen Horlan Bllison's article in Starlog 33 and heaxd one fan's arzuments in
defence of it. The initial sense of outrage, which prevented any response, is past and it
is time to present an alternative view of what was said.

Ellison states that the movie has given the fans 'preclsely and exactly' what they asked
for. It is blatantly obvious from this that he has no idea of what represents Trek to the
fans, Ellison himself admits that characterisation was sncrificed to special effects -
surely he cannot believe that this is what the fans would want? ¥We agree that more risks
shculd have heen taken with the productions Paramount, in an attempt to please the SFX
enthusiasts and the more established Trek follewing, chose a central path which ultimately
satisfied neither. We are not blind to the film's faults. Many criticlsms rnised by Ellison
in his article hold true. It is the manner in which they are expressed and the reasons to
which he attributes its failings that are objectlonable.

Mr. Blliszon iz a professional writer. e would have expected a professional and objective
viewpoint, However, 1t is clear from his comments concerning Gence rRoddenberry, that personal
considerations colour his attitude. HEllison contests that "Gene Roddenberry is not a very
good writer". when we look at his achievements - the movie novel, several episodes of Trek,
'Genesls 2, 'Questor Tapes', 'The Lieutenant’ - this point becomes invalid. As Mr. Ellison
is so fond of saying in his article, "it is well esiablished" that he did not take kindly
to the changes made to his original concent of "City". He falls to recognise that they are
both skilled in thelr own fields., Gene Roddenberry would not attempt to write the sort of
matorial which Harlan Bllisen produces — is 1t so0 difficult for the latter to see that the
reverse might also boe wise? To quote Mr. HEllison again, he should have accepted that
knowledge and loft Gene Roddenberry alone.

In his article, Ellison makes a viclous and ungqualified attack on William Shatner. At one
point, he generaliscs about "the posturing of sccond-rate actors”, and yet, in the midst of
his all~too-~personal remarks on Shatner, we are faced with the revelation that he considers
the actor's performance in 'The Andersonville Trial' to be "no less than staggeringly
brilliant”. It is true that, at tines, Shatner's performance in the movis lacked warmth.
However, could this not have been due to a foult in Directlon, rather than lack of acting
ability? Consider that, when glven the right script and freedom of interpretation, Shatner
produced such memorable moments as the approach to Drydock (and, at this point, who could
fault Jemes Doohan's performance elther?) and the classic Sickbay scene., Ellison refers to
the latter when he accords Spock's acoeptance of his own humanity solely to Leonard Nimoy's
performance, While we do not belittle Nimoy's talent, we do feel that, without Shatner's
Kirk, and the reaffirmaticn of the relationship, the growth in 3pock's character could not
have been so clearly expressed.

Ellison asserts that Shatner was pushy and domineering during the making of the scries and
was reduced to such pebiy actions ns line~counting. He nhepe +hat this meems as unchavacuvl™
istio to most as it does to us. But, whether or not it is true, if, as Flillsua says, he
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has no cvidence that such was the case with the movie, what is the relevance of this

remark in the article? It amounts to no more than back=biting. 4As to his comments on
acting technique, Bllison seems to find it strange that Shatner plays Kirk "as if he
actually thinks he ig Kirk" - what better method is there? Are we to interpret this as
neaning that Mr. Ellison merely pretends to be a Sclence Fiction author when he sits down

at his typewritex? , ’

Much omphasis is placed on the lack of attention to detall in the movie. We respectfully
suggest that Bllison employ some of the same to his own sources of information. The article
is full of such phrases as "I have been told that...”" and "It is common knowledge that...",
vhereby reducing so-called facts to unsubstontiated hearsay. Witness the comment on
shatner's exit from the bridge, which Ellison quotes with such glee - any fan could have
told him that Bill doesn't wear a toupce!

Ve are somewhat incredulous that Ellison considers De Kelley's performance so notable. For
us, 1t was his character which suffered most in the movie, losing its incisiveness and the
great depth which made McCoy an cssential character in the series, His cynlcism was reduced
to sareasm and the sceript had hin making a Joke at every avallable opportunity. He frequent-
ly apwveared on the bridge, only to cast a knowing glance in the Captain's direction and then
awiftly depart.

We can only attribute this to Robert Wise's somewhat superficial knowledge of the essence of
the Trek characters. He seemed to suspect that MeCoy should be present at moments of crisis,
but not to know what to do with him once he was there. He was aware of Spock's outward
composure and detachment, but created few opportunities where his underlying vulnerability
and need were 1llustrated. He knew Kirk to be the authoratative Starship Captain, but the
compelling emotionality of the man was often missing. We must, therefore, agree with Ellison
that it is possible Mr. Wise did not consider the direction of the movie to be ‘importent
work'. Uhy, then, does Ellison persist in attributing its major defects to the co=author
and cast? _ .

The general tone of the article seems to imply that Ellison went into the movie theatre
vanting to find fawlt., If one wants anything that badly, one will, of course, succeed. We
do jJoin him in hoping that, if a sequel is made, it will place morxe emphasis on the
characters, rather than the SPX., However, contrary to Mr. Ellison's opinion, we believe

that this will only be achieved if Gene Roddenberry and the cast are given the freedonm to
recagture the gquality of the series, and to build upon it to create a new and brighter

L.i.rE'.EEBJﬂ. . . )

. (] . . L]

As I already stated, we will be printing a comparison of the two 'City' seripts next N/L.
Apart from that, however, we feel that everything that can profitably be sald on this
subject has now been covered, and that there is little point in reiterating the arsuments
on either side. The subject of Harlan BEllison's review in Starlog is now, thercfore,
closed. _

Because we had go much on this subject this time, we decided to leave until next time the
comments we have had on the subject of 8TAG's oditorial policy. We {do have one thing to
say onh that subject, however, One of the letters we received, which disagreed with our
viewpoint, was sent in anonymously. We therefore have no option but to ignoxe it. This is
not STAG policy but the policy of any professional magazine ox newspaper. A letter will

be printed anonymously (eg for rensons of professional occupation) but the paper's editorial
staff must know, for copyright reasons, the name and address of the writer., Apart from
that, however, we feel that the writer of the letter should have the courage of his/her
convictions and not hide behind a curtain of anonymity.

Bt 1t 2t 2t 2 Mt 2 e e
LATE ZINE AD.

NOME 3 = Till Human Voices Wake Us by Barbara Storey. The Enterprise 1s on her vay to
Vulcan where Spock is to give an appraisal of whether or not he thinks Vulcan sh?uld
accept a seat on the Federation (ouncil when there is an unexpected diversicn Wthh‘
forces Spock to rethink his original attitude. Although there are no graghic descript—
ions of violence or explicit sexual scenes, it does deal with a crime of violence, and
an age statement (over 18) will e required with each oxder. Due lai? summer from
Victoria Clark, W45 8. 86th Street, New York, NY 10028, USA. #£2.00 will rescrve a
copy; SAE and IRCs for final price notification.

L0 220 20 e e
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TERRACON REVISITEL by Teresa Hewlitt

It feels like coming home. I sink into a comfortable settee with a sigh of pleasure., There
are Triends everywhere! I am smitten with euphoria as all the familiar faces appear. I
feel instinctively that the Dragonara is fond of us - Reception smile! The barman laughs!!
There ls a kettle in the room!!! T pick up our con btocks and face my badge with grin
foreboding., I am Jjinxed on those badges, as various con committees well know. They are
tolerent and resigned when, three hours after arrival, I turn up confessing its loss., Not
50 the stewaxrds who, by jove, are Going to Do Their Job, and accost me every five yards.

I get into the 1ift. Phillip is there. Three seconds later I get out, for the first time
cursing the person who got me roomed on the first floor. My badge 1s found. I nearly get
to actually put it on. However, the pin falls off.

We eat in the Pot Pourri., I genulnely appreciate the thought, but I cannot face asking for
either a Trekkl (sic) Burger, nor a Spock Spesizl. I note that the latter is a meat dish,
which goes some way towards dispelling the notlon that the gentleman himself was condulted.
Eric Sykes is in the shop. Later Lou Macarl appears and we stare at each other. No, I am
pot going to explain to a footballer what my badge means. I get Frank Greenhoff's auto-
graph, teliing him I support Ipswich really. This is meant to be a merry quip, but I can
see he is not amused. I see Doreen and May and Theo and Cory and cuddly Shella - "yes
I'mgoingtowritesoonhoneatly” - and Sammy Smith who is new and nice, and all the Watsons
plus Jonathan who has a superb Darth Vader outfit. My Campari comes with a cute swizzle
stick. I swlzzle enthusiastically. Helen's orange juice comes without the requested ice,
but with a slice instead. Well, it was noisy in the bar.

It's the next day. It's too hot. The dealers' room is spacious and I buy Log Entries.
The new buffet is vexry good, and we get talking to a heavy rock fan who says there will be
plenty of it at the disco. Sillenty, I hope he's wrong., T admire a zorgeous creature's
long booted legs, and fervently hope thelr owner is male; I am assured that he is. A
friend whose anonymity I will preserve (send 1 million credits by next Friday, X) is wild
for him and I kindly offer to take a photo. This involves me skulking round trying to got
all of him in my viewfinder, without his noticing. It proves impossible. I consider
babbling "It's for a friend" but I can seec from the disdain in his kohled eves that he's
heard that one before. We order coffee in the lounge. We walt., And walt. Roger is
struck by the aptness of the term '24-hour scrvice'.

The fancy dress is good. Everyone falls over on a slippery patch. There is a blg Dalek,
and a little Dalek. I txy to explain the significance of towels to people who haven't read
the book. Richard is a very good Mugato. 4nd, I imagine, a very hot one. 1 save one vhoto
for anyone extrs speoial, but it goes unused - where were you, Phillip?

The music bezgins. There is a big blue balloon being batted around. Starship Trooper, YMCA
and In Starfleet are played to death. We all admire two pexfect Village people (I'1l have
the construction worker, please.) We all yow vigorously to 'Oops upside your head'. Twice.
It is so hot that Ladbroke's directors will get a good laugh out of tk2 bar profits. The
heavy rock fan is proved right and there is quite a large excdus. Anne Page locks gorgeous
and I take her photo., People are wilting and melting all over the settees. [Lvery so often
a nervous ‘straight' suest scuttles through looking neither to right nor left. At 1.45 we
glve up and o to bed. ('Patches' in Coventry did it better.) As we pass the Brigantes
door I hear the Marxtian Hop, lock in and see everyone energetically hopping. Shall we...?
No. There isn't a hop left in me.

The coffee helps, next morning. Xelth and Sue have got engaged. Having recently spent
several fraught moments with a bored and hyperactive child, I wouldn't currently rocommend
this marriage lark to anyone; however, I restxain the urge to commiserate and wish them
good luck instead, (We Join Teresa in wishing them luck - Janet & Sheila) The fashion show
is the best ever. It is colourful, evocative, amusing (I mean you, Orgasma) imaginative,
eye—cateching and sensationally sensual, with acres of nude flesh; and now I know for sure
the gender of our friend with the high boots. Sorry the Pern sequence didn't get a prize.
The afternoon comes, and with it, a tinge of gloom - can it really be nearly over? And
somehow I have manged to miss most of the episodes, the auction and D.C. Fontana, alas.

she gives an interview in the lounge to someone with a tape recorder. Roger, blissfully
ignorant, bursts in on this locking for something he left where D.C. is sitting. It turns
up under her left thizh. At the closing ceremony I am glad when Dot gets all her surprises,
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but half-sympathetic too = it must be killingly embarrassing.

We can't get Into the Pot Pourris. 8o we walk around Leeds in the dark looking for fish
and chips. I pecr nervously about for the Ripper, but all we meet are other familiar
badge~bearcrs; evidently the Leeds inhabitants rushed inside and bolted the doors when we
were unleashed upon the strecis., We don't £ind anything edible, but when we return there
is room in the Pot Pourri. 4Ah well, we had a nice cool walk, Then we dutifully drink in
the Neville suite, having been told that if no-one does the bar will close. Happy to
oblige. There are two Xirk look~alikes, one in a blue movie uniform, the other in a
yellow. T spend a lot of time wondering how they managed t¢ blend the trousers in with
the shoes as skilfully as the professionals did it, I am tired and emotional ¥ spough to
get down on the floor and search unsuccessfully for the Jjoin,

By 11 it is quite busy. I am mad to hear I am missing City on the Edge of Forever, but
gomewhat consoled by listening to the guarrels over the Klingon hunt = "There's one ~ I'm
not mentioning any NAMIS ~ but I've shot him three times and he won't admit he's dead."

"No you didn't, he got you first, and you pretended NOT TO NOTICE." I fall for Lee's T=
shirt and eringe when Roger, puzZled and innocent, reads it aloud. Little Tan tries to
mime ‘The Martian Chronicles', pounding the carpet (it's green) and scooping up handfuls of
imaginary bog to convey 'marsh' to his perplexed audience., Chris Chivers sings. There is
a new reason why he doesn’'t want to join the Enterprise. Something to do with organs
pickled in brine. The bar is shutting. It seems 1like a good time to retirc.

Sad sad morning. A Mr. Prefect gets paged, which somewhat enlightens the gloom. I sit
among the suiltcases with a charming child on my lap (1ittle Robin) while my jealous Helen
bashes him with her teddy. It's time to go. As we load the car, I imagine, with lohging,
a con lasting a week. However, five minutes out of Leeds and I am fast asleep. No, I
couldn't stand the pace. The car rushes on, leaving Leeds and all the wonderful people
behind, and I dream that - no, perhaps I'd better scrap that bit.

Sec you all in april!
# ('"Private Eye' Jargzon for 'inebriated'.)

et
BLRTH OF A TREKKER,.,

It all began back in October '79 vwhen I started watching the reruns of STAR TREK. I had
always liked 8T since it came on, and I enjoyed it as a child, and even used to play ST
at school, acting the parts ctel!?

Finally I started watching it again more recemtly last year. I always had liked the
intexplay between Kirk, Spock and McCoy. '

One night I watched it and something clicked inside me. I think it was 'Charlie X' at the
time., I Jjust realised how attractive Bill Shatner really was; it was strange how it
happened,

Then the movie was released in December. T tried desperately hard to get tickets to go
down o London (in hope of seeing Bill) but to no avail! It was then that I found out
about STAG in 2 newspaper article. (I alveady had a couple of Photonovels by then).

I was amazed when T joined STAG how friendly people were, soO willing to answer any questions
I had., T cnjoyed reading the newsletters.

But I still felt alone as a Trekker - I needed a friend.

I heard about a convention in Coventry and went to that - and bang! I Tinally felt I
belonged now. It was beautiful. I started drawing and attempting the odd stoxry and I
bought books galore and zincs. But I was still alone. Oh, I had a couple of penfriends
whom I met at the con; what I wanted was a girl like me who loved ST and Shatner. So I ,
put my name in the Friendship Corner and a girl named Karen Hunphries wrote to me., It was
bang! from the word 'Go', We had so much in common, and began to write rezularly and
phone... Then I went to sce her in Leicester and we went to a party together; we veally
hit it off. Now we arec the best of fricnds and we meet regularly and phone and write -
it's what I roeally wanted., I would like to take this opportunity to thank STAG for
bringing people like us together and knowing what fandom really means. May you go on

for many years yet, as I will as your membex.

Peace, Live long and prosper.
Dale Scott.

A
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DIOVIL WORLD by Gordon Eklund
Review by Peter McGuire

The story concerns Gilla Dupre as the dying daughter of Federation traitor Jacob Kell.
Kell now resides on the planet Heartland beside some rather evil~looking creatures called
danons. '

Kirk falls in love with Gilla, ignorant of her health problem. The Danons apparently scnt
every Human mad except twoy Kell was one and the mysterious heimit called Renil Bates with
his pet Lola was the other.

The story is very close to a previcus TV episcde concerning a simple people serving a mad
machine = Vaal inh the Apple.

Not the best STAR TREK I've read, but not the worst.

o 2ot e e o s o e o
ZINE RBVIEW by Loxraine Goodison

After reading Log Entries 34 & 35, my humble opinion is that they are twe of the best zines
STAG has lately published. I found them impossible to put down, and both are already well-
thumbed! It's a wee bit difficult to comment properly on 21 different stories and poems, so
I'1l just concentrate on the ones which stick in my memory.

Pour come immediately to mind: 'In Love We Trust' by Verna Mae Long, 'The Decision' by
Patricia Keen, 'Another Day' by Judy Miller and ‘Communications Blackout' by Jane Tletjen.
Both hers and Patricia Keen's deal with the reasons for Spock's return to Vulcan after the
five-~year nission, and both had me screaming "Why didn't I think of that?!" 'Communications
Blackeout' adds an interesting side to gpock which never occurred to me before and which I
doubt many fans have ever considered, Thank goodness Jane did, because it makes for a
superb short story.

'another Day!' leads on from City and neatly conveys Kirk's pain and zrief without wallowing
in it. A diplomatic visit to a planet goes badly wrong in 'In Love ¥We Trust', and the treat-
ment of the characters removes any 'sameness' of yet another life and death situation for
Kirk., This story contains a roevealing insight into the leading characters' personalities,
and makes one wonder just where the boundaries of friendship and command should meet.

I am not usually one for enthusing at length over zines, but after reading these two I felt
I had to tell someone. Log Entries 34 & 35 are two no fan will wish to read only once, and
that isn’t just a plug for STAG!

Oops! 1T almost forgot to mention that each and every cne of the poems are terrific and com=
plement the stories beautifully. I have only one more thing to say... Why the +/&@'? can't
I write like that?!

bbb bt
SUBMITTING STORLES

Several people have asked me recently how they go about submitting stoxies and/or poems 1o
zines, and it seems a good idea to print a short section on this for the benefit of anycone
else who would like to submit something but aren't sure of the best way to go about it.

First of all, it is best if a story or poem is typed, although we de not automatically wyeject
handwritten manuscripts as I have heard some zine editors do. The reason for preferring
stories typed is simple ~ it is much easier to read, and also much easier to copy onto
stencil if it is accepted., Earlicr in this N/L Colin Hunter refers to a mistake I made in
last N/L's Technieal Spot - this mistake was made, as Colin realised, because the word was
unfamiliar to me and I couldn't make out what 1t was.

Keep a copy of the story. Even a handwritten story can be done with a earbon copy. This is
essential in case the original falls to negotiate the obstacle course of the postal service
successfully - I know of two manuscripts that have gone missing in transit in the last couple
of months and in neither case is there an exact copy in existence,

Send the story to the edltor of your choice. IEnclose at least an addressed label and suff-
icient return postage in casc the story is rejected ox returned for additional work to be
done on it. We're all working to minimal profits, and it can cost gquite a bit to return
unsticcessful submissions -~ or even to let the writers of successful ones know that their
story has been accepted.

If the story is accepted, therc is no problem. It will be printed in duc course - there nay
be a delay of up to two years before it is printed, depending on the theme of the story ~

we do try to have some sort of balance between types of stoxy, and if we have soveral on much
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the same theme, obviously there will be a delny in printing them gll., Poems arec assigned to
zines on the basis of length as well as subject, and I have a permanent nced for poems that
are 20 = 30 lines long. ‘

If the stoxy is peturned for further development -~ and this can happen to the best of us; a
writer can be so close to the story that a hole in development can slip past without his/her
being aware of it - I try to make some positive suggestions as to what is required -~ in my
opinion., You are free Bo sgccopt or reject these suggestions as you see fit; if you think
you have a better idea, I'm delighted if you use it, but I don't think it fair just to say
"This needs to be developed further' without making some suggestions as to where or how,
Even if it is rejected completely, don't despair. It could simply mean that the story is
outwith our editorial guidelines (in which case I say so and suggest some other editor whose
policy I know to be different) or that I personally don't care for the story. This does not
mean it is bad, Jjust that I don't like it - another editor might think it is Just what she
has been looking for. This happens frequently with professional writing - one editor
rejects a story, the writer submits it someplace else.

Artwork submissions are more difficult. Because we duplicate our zines, we are limited in
what we can print, art-wise: Pencil drawings must be of execeptionally high quality and full
Al page because these have to be printed professionally. Toc much solid black doesn't
duplicate either, but again we can get a fullepage very dark illo photocopied. Smaller
drawings should be ink outlines without too much shading. If you send in artwork, please
don't fold it; get an envelope big enough to take the drawing flat, or roll it round (or
inside) a cardboard tube. Folds can be picked up in the duplicating process and leave a
nasty mark across the drawing. : :

I think that about covers everything. We are always looking out for new writers and we
don't bite! We try to answer on submissions within a couple of weeks, but round about N/L
time it will take longer ag the N/L takes precedence over everything, and just after the N/L
goes ocut thexe are a lot of zine orders coming in - £illing one day's orxders can take up to
three hours, which is a hefty chunk out of any evening! If you would like confirmation

that your submission has been received and will be considered as soon as possible, send an
ordinary SAE as well., Happy writing! Sheila,

2 O
FLCTION COMPETITION

There were 7 entries for the last competition, for a story dealing with what MeCoy was doing
prior 0 being drafted. These came from Pauline Andrews, Amanda Bedford, Elizabeth Butler,
Anne (onnstares, Rhian Gibbs, Patricia Xeen & Kelly Mitchell. As always it proved very
difficult to judge, but we decided that Pauline's story Just had the edge, so are declaring
it the winner. Tt will be appearing in the December Log Entries, and we hope to print most
of the others over the next year or so.

For next time, the subject is slightly more frivolous. I've always wondered Jjust what
Cyrano Jones did with all the tribbles he had to pick up on the Space Station ovexr the next
17.whatever years - and also what the Klingons did with the tribdles in their engine-room.
So ~ for next time we want a story (or poem) on the subject - What Hapraned to the Tribbles?
We have only one proviso - the Klingons must not beam them into space (that would be inhuman)
or use their disruptors or whatever on them (that would be inhuman t00). Quite apart from
anything else, there would be no story worth the telling in that!

Entries should reach Valerie by Nov 15th.

If you want an entry returned, please include a self-addressed label [at least) and stamps
to the appropriate amount. And as I said in the article about submitting stories above,
please type entriocs if possible (we do know that not everyone has access to a typewriter)
and keep a copy yourself. We would prefer, too, if you could type (or write) your manuscript
on one side of the page only. We know this takes more pages, but it does make for easler
reading to judge the storles and also for much, much easier copying of the story onto
sbencil.

bbb
LATH ADS

WANTED:s Blue Peter Books No's 1,2,3,4,5 and 6., #ill pay good price. Nicholas Luxton,
*The Flatt", St. John's Rd., Millbrook, Torpoint, Cornwall, PLI0 1LE

U.F.P. 2! You've seen the ad! XNow read the Zine! Packed with fascinating stories, heart-
rending poetry, and extremely horrible Jjokes. And from the same lot that printed the last
one! TPrices U.K. £1.50 inc. postage. U.S.A. £7.00 inc, airmail, kurope £2.30 inc. postage.
Australia £3.730 inc. airmail, For details, S.4.%5. to Sandic Cowden, 13 Glen Ave.,
Port Glasgow, PALL 54, Scotland. Make chegues ete, payable to U,F.P,

B T S e i o e e S S 5
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THE ENTERPHISE THAOUGHOUT HISTORY
After coming across the name "HMS Enterprise' in a book, I 'dug' through other books in
the local library to see what other ships in history I could find. The list is probably
by no neans complete, and I have ignored Merchant Vessels.

BMS ENTERPRISE - 1747 ~ 28 gun, 6th Rate Frigate, built in the USA for Royal Navy before
‘ American Independence.
USS ENTHERPRISE - 1812 - 16 gun Schooner, converted to gun~brig, fought against British in
war of 1812.

HMS ENTERPRISE ~ 1850 -~ Civilian Whaler taken over by Admiralty for Arctic Bxploration
voyage.

HMS ENTERPRISE - 1874 - Ironclad Battleship, one of the first mastless ships relylng solely
upon steam propulsion.

HMS ENTERPRISE = 1919 ~ Light Cruisexr, 7200 tons, 7 x 6" guns, fought in Wi2, scrapped in
1946,

USS ENTERPRISE - 1937 = Alrcoraft Carrier, 27000 tons (approx), fought in WW2 in most major
battles in Pacific where she was extensively damaged by Japanese
aircraft. -

USS ENTERPRISE - 1960 - Nuclear Powered Alrceraft Carrier, at time was largest and most
powerful Alrcraft Carrier ever built - now superceded by even
larger John ¥, Kennedy and Nimitz,

Ray Dowsett,

(Ray put a question mark after Nimitz - can anyone verify that he's right about this one
being bigger than the 1960 USS Entexprise. Editor,)

B e e Y A

ORIGIN OF KAMES USED FOR "CONSTITUTION CLASS"

Whilst numerous ships throughout history have been called by these names, the following are
the most probable vessels Starflcet had in mind when naming the Constitution Class Heavy
Cruisers.

It is interesting to note that of this class, only USH Ixeter got her name from an actual
Heavy Cruiser in history - all the others were of a different type of vessel.

It can be argued that the original USS CONSTITUTION and USS CONSTELLATION, being Frigates of
the salling navy days, were the Heavy Cruiser of thelr era, However, whilst these two ships
were both classified as '"Wi=gun Frigates', which would indeed classify them as Heavy Cruisers,
in actual fact they carried upwards of 54 guns, which made them the fore-rurmer of the Battle
Crulaer or Pocket Battleship, belng vastly superior in size and firepower to a conventional

Wy,

USS CONSTITUTION American 44 gun frigate - built 1797
UsS CONSTELLATION As above

USS BXETER British heavy cxulser - built 1930

UsS HOGD ~ British battle cruiser - built 1920
USS KONGO Japanese battleship - built 1931

UsS FARRAGUT American destroyer - built 1932

USS POTEMPKIN Russian battleship - bullt 1900

USS INTREPID British assault ship - built 1960s

USS ENTERPRISE American nuclear aireraft carrier - built 1962
USS LEXINGTON smerican ajircereft carrier - built 1927
eS8 YORKTOWN Anerican aircraft carrier -~ built 1937

55 VALTANT British battleship ~ built 1915, or
: British nuclear submarine - built 1960s
Ray Dowsett
F
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-BOOK. REVIEW .
PEREY 'S PLANET by Jack Haldeman IT

I was a bit dublous to say the least when I first sebtled down to read 'Perry's Flenet',
Joe Haldeman is & well=known sclence fiction author who has won the coveted Hugo and Nebula
awards, I myself am a big fan of his, although I do prefer to forget 'World Without End' -
and as far as I am concerned, 'Planet of Judgement' remains the best pro-written Star Trek
novel to date., True, it may have been low on relationships but as ST science fiction
adventure it is an outstanding experience, But back to the point - the point being 'Perxy's
Planet', Upon seeing it was written by Jack Haldeman II, I assumed it was a weak rip-off
produced by a two~bit author basking in reflected glory from his Ffamous brother. Boy, was

I wrong! Jack and Joe are both fine authors, but Jack seems to underatand Star Trek more
than Joe ever did. ‘'Perry's Planet' is an absorbing adventure with never a dull moment;

and for once the relationships and character interaction in a pro~written ST novel are
handled excellently. Heck, this could almost be a zine! Spock is more logically Vulean
than ever. Kirk is a true Human being and not just a cardboard hero, Would you belleve

he even displays fear when Korol t¢lls him of his oath of blood to kill him? And Chief
Fngineer Scott is more canny and Scottish than he has been in a long time., I got the
impression from his book that Jack Haldeman is a Star Trek fan himself - he understands

the characters so well., 4And if he isn't...well, he certainly 4id his homework before
writing 'Perry's Planct', TIf Joe had, '"Planet of Judgement' would have been even better!

Paul Maianed,
oot o A

STAR TREK = THE MOTION PICTURE PHOTOSTORY

I have Just received a copy of the Movie Photonovel., A slogan comes to mind here.

'You've read the book and it is execellent; you've seen the film and it was great. Now
read the fotostory which is absclute rubbishi’

I had a quick glance through i1t this morning, and the scenes they have missed out is
eriminal - Kirk arriving at Starfleet Command, transporter malfunction (the only scene with
Janice Rand, so she never got a mention), Kirk asking where the turbolift is, Scotty's flight
with him round the ship, the assembly of the crew and the destruction of Epsilon 9, Kirk's
wink to Chekov, the part where Decker says 'As executive officer it is my duty to offer
alternatives' and Kirk's reply... The amount left out is really terrible. There are no
cast lists, nothing telling you what's happening, only a meaningless phrase like 'Meanwhile,
on Vulcan.,.' written in large white lettering at the top of a page. Heaven help anyone
reading it who known nothing about ST or hasn't seen the movie. I have only one statenent
to make - 'Come back Bantam, all is forgiven! What happened to the people who did the
original fotonovels?

Anne Chalmners.
A B B e ot e o

STAR TREK BOOKS

When the Motion Picture was ready for release, we pondered over its merits. Would it be
STAR TREK, and vwhat were the chances of getting some new books on 1t?

Well, we have had the excellent debate on the Hovie. Now I would like to hit at Iutura over
the books, I guess Pocket Books and Futura should share the blame over bad publicity and
prices, but I do feel Futura have let thelr customers down by cancelling the latest
publications,

Way back in January, we found out that STAR TREK Speaks was due for release on February lst,
price £1. This did eventually surface some time in May, price £1.75., Due at the end of
February were the new Blueprints, Chekov's Enterprise, the Monsters book and some kiddies'
titles.

Once again these arrived in May, apparently due to a ship getting lost somewhere between

New York and London. The Futura rep. told my local hookshop this, which was a blessing as
the two letters sent to them requesting publication dates were hever answered. On a trip to
London, we were unable to find any import coples of the Photostory or Making of ST-TMP and,
ignoring ordering from Andromeda in Birmingham dacided to wait for two months and order from
Futura, via cur local shop. '

We had geod faith (and money) invested with both these parties, and as the publication dates
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came and went and all our Trekker chums proudly clutched thelr copies of the most exclting
new STAR TREK books, we waited...and waited...and wailted... Only when STAG and Andromede
told us at the same time that Futura had cancelled the April 30th releases, did we flnally
order by mail (at greatly increased cost) and these books have now finally arrived, some
four months after we thought it was going to be so casy to get hold of them.
The thing that really made us angry was that after the film, nothing was released by Futura
to capitalise on the movie's success. They complain that the book trade has passed them
by, but they were the ones delaying the reclease. No publicity, nc merchandise to sell in
the shops., No customer liason. They flood the market with expensive, silly books and
wonder why the better material is not selling as they hoped. Fancy releasing the *HMotion
Picture Blueprints' but not the Photostory, People are obviously golng to be more interested
in a book on how the movie was made than an expensive version of the mythical Spaceflight
Chronology that came out much cheaper before.
I am sorry, Futura. You have really botched up your venture intc the STAR TREK fleld this
time. As Trekkers, I feel we deserved much better service than you gave. Hspeclally when
you promise the release of some major new books -~ I feel you should honour those dates of
publication, not leave us high and dry like you did.
You have made enough money from your old catalogue of STAR TREK books to allow us the luxuxry
of a decent release schedule at reasonable prices. I hope the Bantam/ﬂorgi group get the
rights to any subsequent books., I also wonder how Andromedes and the other Science Fiction
shops are doing, importing these extra titles that Putura feels are 'not financially
Via.ble ' -

Richard Bracewell.

ittt
GENE RODDENBERRY VIRGUS COMMUNISM

To start with, I intend to prove that I do not always use my Fotonovels in my cpisode
analysis, This time I shall focus on the two episodes ~ both First Season - which made
an attempt to show clearly what communism is about.
Gene Roddenberry, in LETTERS T0 STAR TREK, gave his views about the future. He told us that
the monetarist, capitalist system would have to go, sooner oxr later., I agree - I don't see
how a whole world can live together in peace and have a competative monetary system. Thore
mist be some sort of mOCl&llSN on Harth in 5T7's century, a perfect socialism which men have
been looking for and still yet doesn't exist. Pessimists like playwrite Dennis Potter
believe that it will never be found, and although that is possible, it is wiser, if one is
a STAR TREK fan, tco believe that it will arrive before the twenty-third century.
The two episodes which conducted analyses of communism are *The Return of the Archons' by
Boris sobelman and 'Operation Annihilate' by Steven M. Carabatos. The Archons episode takes
place on Beta ITI, a planet with a ovlture of peace and tranquillity, a society with no soul
of se¢lf-awareness, where the conversation usually revolves around 'Joy to you, Peace and
Tranguillity' and 'Peace in Landru'. Ahal! Landru, a veritable Kruschev or Breshnev. On
further analysis, I feel that tho original landru is a mixture of Marx and Lenin; Archons
is another "Animal PFarm' type story, and the computer which Landru taught is Stalin; he has
the original's knowledge without his compassion or soul,
The whole argument against the present version of communism is its feeling towards individe
vality, the thing which I prize above all other in my life. The message in both episodes
is about individuality. In a small piece from Archons, it is shown -
LANDRYU: You will be absorbed, Your individuality will maerge with the Unity of Geod. In
your submcrgence into the common being of the Pody you will find contentment and fulfillment.
Note how "merging' becomes *submerging'.
In Operation innihilate, the FEnterprise comes across a colonising army of one-cell croatures
which are one creature. This is shown in the following -
KIRK: This may be one cell in a larger organism, an incredibly huge organism in fact.
SPOCK: And although it is not physically connected to the other cells it is, nevertheless,
part of the whole creature, gulded by the whole, drawing its strongth from tho whole,
In both episodes the use of the words 'whole' and 'BOdJ are synonymous with each other,
In both cases they are saying the same thing, in totally different ways. There is one thing,
however, that I find most frightening in thie eplsode is its remarkable rescmblance to the
present crisis in Afghanistan, with the 'flying pancakes' as the Russian army and the
tDenevans ' as the race under the power.
Hey, Gene = why don't you tell Jimmy?
Well, I hope that was thought-provoking., If so I would like to hemr from you = David
Roylance, 42 Bonaly Avenuc, Ceolinton, Edinburgh EM13 OZT,
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STAR TREK = AN TDEAL

I would like to reply to Anne Walton's letter in N/L 38 when she says that Star Trek, like
Cummunism, is merely an ideal and can never be fact. Well, I must be a supreme idealist,
in being both a Trekker and a Communist! ' .

Anne gives two reasons why these ideals will never come about.

Firstly, she says that human nature is against it. I agree some people are very greedy,

but would say that some people are very unselfish - most of us, I would suggest, are some=-
where in the middle. The fundamental problem is whether *human nature' (as greedy, grasping,
intolerant, etc.) is part of our very being or, as I believe, conditioned by the environment
in which we live. There are numerous examples of daily self-sacrifice by ordinary people,
despite the system, and many examples from history to show people responding to cow~operation
rather than competition., For example, intelligence tests on children are a relatively new
idea and generally lead to 'showing off' etc, but they ran into trouble when they tried to
test Hopi Indian.children who refused to answer the questions = unless they answered
together. To them, and other Indian tribes, it was ‘human nature' that you didn't shame

or humiliate some pecple in the group by proving yourself superior, ' ‘

If the idea of a system is to make a fortune for a few, then the 'virtues' of that society
will be competition, 'to hell with your neighbour®, 'look after number one' etc, And I
don't exclude so-called Communist countries like Russia from that - their terminology of
'succesa' may be different but the basics are the same.

S0, all I'm suggesting in answer is that 'It is illogical to assume all conditions remain
constant'. There is nothing fixed about human nature. It has changed in the past and,

given the right conditions, can change again., It can not happen overnight but I belisve that
if a sceclety based on caring and sharing - people, not profit - can be established, and can
survive a probably very difficult first generation, then attitudes will slowly change.,

Secondly, Anne says that we do not have the resources to reach such a goal., Yes, an eighth
of the world's population can hardly move because of hunger - yet, if the arable land of our
world was cultivated as efficlently as farms in Holland, the planet would feed 67 billion
people, 17 times as many people as are now alive (US Agency for Industrial Development, 1974).
Why does the Common Market pay farmers to sell their produce into storage (butter, beef,
cheese mountains) or US farmers plough wheat back into the ground?

The 1971 census showed 675,880 empty houses in Britain, enough for all the homeless - 300,000
of these being the 2nd, 3rd, 4th or even 5th houses of the rich. Why was more money spent

in the USA on the promotion of a new molst lavatory paper than is needed to provide every
peasant in South America with the means to provide food for the hungry around him?

The short answer is profits, It is not that we are living beyond our means but that we're
not making full use of those means.,

In a final comment Anne says that without the bad to feed the good we would stagnate, Yes,
mankind needs obstacles and they will be there in crganising ocur world to fight together
against hunger, homelessness, i1lliteracy, illness - enough to keep us occupled for a whilel
And that is without the hoped-for explosion in artistic appreciation, quests for scientific
knowledge and, of course, that famous 'final frontier',

Obviously, for me, there are commections between these two interests of mine. However, as a
rule, I do not allow elther interest to infringe on the other in my activities, and I hope
STAG members will not think I am abusing my privilege as a STAG member by writing this sort
of 'political® letter - only one in five years isn't too often, I hope!

David Coote
A

I'd 1ike to make one point on David's article. It seems to me that what he is talking
about at the start is not human nature but human manners, which can and do alter greatly
from place to place and throughout history. Children - very young children - are basiscally
solZlal, /ad’have to be taught unselfishness; selfishness is, I believe, a survival
characteristic in any animal species and we have not yet evolved past that stage.

Would anyone care to debate this?  Sheila,
A



29

FLOTION SECTION
WHILE THE CAT'S AWAY... by Margaret Richardson

The small boy walked throush the garden of his home, his cyes alert as he searched. He
was almost sure this was the spot his mother had told hlm about. That is, almost sure.

Maybe the bush had died, or had been noved... Yet she had said "at the bottom of the
garden." It should still be there. After an ineffective search, he was beginning to
suspect that the tale had Just been a ploy te get him out of the house. She was up to somew-
thing., And at that moment, his desire to find out what was even greater than the desire to
find the fictitious bush. His curiosity had been aroused, and when that happened, nothing
counld stop hime..

He crept up to the back of the house and stood peering through the French windows. The
room wag dark and there was no movement within. Just then, a hand came down on his shoulder
and he Jumped slightly.

Amanda, looked down zt her son and shook hex head. "Really, Spock, Vulcans sre not supp=-
csed . to peep throusgh windows or keyholes. They rospect other people's privacy. Is that
understood?”

"Yos, Mothere But I do not peep through keyholes."

"Well, I should hope not." Amanda indicated that Spock should follow her. They entered
the house and went through to the dining room. His eyes widened as he locked around, So
this was what his mother had been up to. And why she had wanted him out & the way. It was
just as well his father wasn't here. He would not have approved of her giving a birthday
party with all the trimmingse..

"Hapopy birthday, Spock.®
"Thank you, Mother."

Do you like it, Spock?”
“Tike what?"

*Why, the wmoom, of course. I went to a Lot of trouble to get all the balloons, streamers,
and even the icing for the cake. Do you like 1t7?"

"Oh. Yes, Mother... Does Father know?"
"“Well,, no. But I'm sure he wouldn+t mind, not really."

gpock wasn't so sure. He had never had a birthday party before. Well, not this kind of
party, anyway. OFf course, his birthday was an important event. And he received presents
from family and friends. ifts which signified his matuxrity, intelligence, grade of
training. ..

He had not, as yet, received a gift from his mother. Was this to be it? If it was, it
was something of a disappointment. He had rather hoped for a book on mathematical equations..

amanda placed a paper hat on Spock's head; careful not to cover the two small delicately
pointed ears. Then she led him to a chalr. On the table in front of him was a small round
cake with lighted candles on the top.

gpock locked at the flickering flames. And thought, not for the first time, how illog-
lcal Humans really were...

"Now, $pock, blow out the candles and make a wish,"
"ithat is a wish, Mother?"

" wishe.., Well, it's something you would like to do or to know or to have, Like...
'T wish it would snow', or = "

"hatts snow, Hother?!

Anandn looked down at her son and sighed. "It doesn’t matter, Spock. Just blow out the
candles and wish. I'm sure you can do it if you try."

"Yeg, Mother.™ He blew on the candles. "Now what?"

"Now, Spock, we eat the cake." she picked up a knife and began to cut. "By the way,
what did you wish for?"
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"Oh! I wished that I would find the gooseberry bush at the bottom of the garden, the one
you said you found me under., I'm sure the experience would have been fascinating."

'One g 11 eyebrow was raised as his mother looked heavenwards and asked someone called
God to give her strength. Yes, Humans were most illogical. Most illogical indeed...

| GENTLE PERSUASTON? by Kelly Mitchell
REACTIVATION SLAUSE MY mymt!
I've retired, dammit!

I'm through with all that beaming around - picking up the pieces = trying to stop my nerves
climbing the walls when you get yourself hurt, and I couldn’t be sure you'd pull through.

It's been o long time - so many changes. New techniques = equipment... Chapel's an M.D.
now, 1 hear.

vhat's the delay?e....4 problem with the Enterprise TransportersTes... Maybe things haven't
changed that much after alll

The mission's hush hush, they tell me ~ some sort of Danger from Space.

Dammit! I'm too old for this sort of thing - everything looks different - changed...but no
- not guite everything... :

suddenly you're there telling me you need me and smiling the unique smile that I've nissed
s0 much. '

80 = what am T doing here, Captaln, Sir?
"THIS WAS YOUR IDEA = WASN'T IT??"

(The above was Kelly's entry for the last N/L competition)

FELLINGS by Helen Baldwin

How dared they compare him to one of those...things? Not one word was spoken in his
defense, but oh, yes, they were ready to act when a machine was slighted. If the word had
not got hack to.him, he might never have known that it had been a Klingon that had uttered
those hurtful words on Station K~7, the words which had struck him to the heart.

He thought of the creature to which he had been compared - its smooth, hairless body,
its protruding digits, sroping and grasping, those disgusting facial orifices. He
shuddered as he sank further into the comforting ooze and slime that was his home on the
world of Deneb IV, revoliing at the thought of being associated with the creature Man.
After all, didn't they know that Denebian Slime Devils have feelings too?

» [ ] - - L]

i PART OF ME by Ann Flemg

I was alonc before we met;

3o much emptiness in my life =~
Refore you became

4L part of me.

I was waiting for this moment.
No more alone shall T be;

You are here = '

A part of me.

Bttt ot e e

And s0 we come to the end of another newslebter. Peace and proeperity to you all. Janet,
Sheila, Beth, Sylvia, Valerie. A
N/L 43 (G) STAG October 1980. 1040 copies. We resorve the right to edit all submissions.
coneral information in this newsletter may be used in other publications with proper credit.
A1l original materisl, stories, poems, comments and articles by members is copyright to the
writers and should not be reproduced without written permission.
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PHOTOS

These cost 35p for a 3 x 5% enprint or 36p for o duplicate slide. Postage rates = up to 20
prints or slides, 10p or 12p; 21 - 32, 13%p or 17p; over 33, 163D or 22p. Burope - as U.K,
+ postage = up to 14, 25p, 15 = 30 33p, over 30, 65p. USA, 95¢ each (inc. alrmail postago)
Australia, 35p cach + postage, 173p for first 3 and 11dp for each 3 thereafter., Flcasge
remember to _enclose SAE to the appropriate value (foxeign, addreosed enveloype and include
postage with your choque).
We only get cnough photes printed to cover the oxder, which goes in after the closing date
for orders to xeach us. Late oxdexs will be filled as copy prints. Orders should reach
sheila by October 31lst. If you send your order second class, please allow at least two.
weekg for it to reach us to make sure it arrives in tinme.
The 1A 1t otos from Miri have not yet been sent out - so far only about half of them have been
vrinted (we don't know the reason for the delay), two of these were printed in reverse and
one was printed unacceptably smaller than enprint, while two were filled short - all these
have had to go back for correcction. We'll send them out as soon as possible.
Next time we're offering Arena and shots of Scotty, Sulu and Chekov.

Patterns of Force

52/PL  ¥irk, Spock, McCoy walking down corridox, Nazi uniform.

52/P2  8S officer questioning Kirk utrlppea to walst. Almost walst 1@ngth.

52/P3  Spock, stripped, H/S.

52/P4  Spock lying in wait for guard, Kirk (back view) in cell calllng 'IT1L talkd!

52/P5  Spock almost waist length beside lamp adjusting the bent wire.

52/P6 Kirk, Spock walst length laughing in 0011. Clapperboard in front.

52/P7  Spock at interrogation, guard behind. R/ 'S,

52/9 McCoy, Kirk in naszi unlform while McCoy examines Gill (out of shot).

52/10 Kirk H/S, stripped to walsts Spock's knees showing resting on his back.

52/11  Spock in nazi uniform H/S.

52/17  General view while Spock melds with Gill.

52/23  Kirk dlgﬁlnP transponder out of Spock's arm. Walst length.

52/28  Xirk H/S in nazi uniform in underground chamber.

52/32  Kivk standing at Spock's shoulder H/8 just before Spock removes his helmet.

52/%3  Kirk, Spock, McCoy, H/S, listening to Gill's speech.

5?/46 Long shot, Kirk, Spock Izak at laboratory doox, Mazi officer just moving out of shot.

52/5? Scens in broadcautlnp TOUM, earllsr than 17 = McCoy, Svock, Xirk looking at Gill.

52/55  Spock, McCoy standing at Spock's station, Xirk in well of bridee, Gill on screen.

52/5? General view of corridor as Kirk unlocks broadeasting woom door. McCoy, Izak
hauling nazi out of sight, Daras, Kirk, Spock.

52/61 Kirk, Spock in cell, stripped to waist. Both standing.

52,6 Spock standing bewlda Daras in undGerground chamber at end of 'test’,

53/65 i 61, Kirk sitting 2, Spock standing, Izak showing in b/z.

52/66  General shot in vroadeasting room, Kirk holding Gill's shoulders, looking at Speck.

52/68  As 65, Kirk looking round at Iz-k.

52/69  similar to 61, Kirk bending forward,

52/81  spock, S5 officer, Kirk looking round, during interrogation. Threequarter length.

52/82  Continuation of P5, ray of light showing. Pale shot.

52/83  4s 81, Kirk now looking forward.

52/84 Shet between P5 and 82 « Spock holding wire to lamp but beam not showing.

52/85  Kirk, Spock crouched looking at each other after breaking out of cell. H/S.

52/89  McCoy, Kirk, nazi uniform, H/S.

52/90  As 323 Spock has removed his helmet.

Thura, Chapel,

4558 Uhura, threeguarter face, H/E at station.

U566 Uhura, E/S, almost full face.

4750 Uhura H/Sat station, McCoy standing behind.

5935 Uhura H/S at station, looking round {shoulders proflle face full,)

8231 Uhura standing beside Spock at his station, Kirk in b/g (now identified as Immunity
8232 Uhura sitting at station, Spock bendingover it. Walst length. Syndrome )
90L2 Uhura at station full length bohind Kirk in command chair. Quite close shot.

9369 Uhura at station looking round. Walst length.

QUl6 Uhura standing at station, Spock behind her. (now identified as Immunity Syndrome)
QUL Uhura standing at station, McCoy standing besida her.

o5 Uhura sitting at station, full face, H/S.

Qb6 As above, Uhura now looking round.

6719 MeCoy and Chapel, smiling.
8080 Spock, MeCoy and Chapel in lab,,




SALES LIST October 1980
This supercedes all previous sales lists.

Orders should be sent 6 Shella Clark,; 6 Craigmill Cottages, Strathmartine, by Dundee,
Scotland, Cheques/POs should be made payable to STAG. It would helyp greatly if a self-
addressed label, preferably sticky, were cnclosed with each order. (On large orders, one
label for every 2 ~ 3 zines). Please remember to print your full name and address on your
oxder as well, This Belps us to check if something goes missing in transit.

Foreien rates = Burope and surface to all countries, £1.50 (U.S. £3.50) per zine. Almmail
35.50 E£2.505 each unless otherwise stated; Australia, £2.75 per zine (Variations 1, £2.25)
If you pay be dollar cheque or money order, please add SI.OO per total order to cover bhank
charges. Anyone paying cash, paper money only, please = our bank does not accept coins.,
Alrmall tekes up to 2 weeks; surface takes 2 -~ 3 months.

A1l prices include postage and packing.

Log Entries 28, 29, 32, 33 | £1 each
Log Entries 34, 35 £1.10 each
Log Entries 36 £1.10 each

(Stories by Lesley Bryan, Meg Wright, Christine Leeson, Gladys Oliver, ¢.BE. Hally poems
by Gladys Oliver, Gillian Catchpole, Susan Meek.) ‘

Log Entries 37 . £1.10 each
(stories by Jenny Watson, Ian Pearse, Lesley Coles, Ann Precce, Susan Meck; poems by
Susan Meek. )

Log Entries is a genzine; we print stories in an action~adventure setting, with a bias
towards stories that show the friendship andl understanding that exist between the c¢haracters.

Variations on a Theme 1 by Sheils €lark and Valerie Piacentini 80p A4.00 air (£2)
Reprint.  An alternative universe story. A Spock whose Kirk has died #£2.50 suxface(1.25)

searches the other universes for a replacement Kirk. He finds one whose Spock is a sad-

istic twlly who uses Kirk sexually as a target for his cruelty and sebs out to. rescue him.

Variationa on a Theme 2 by Shella Clark and Valerie Piacentini £1.15 each
Reprint. The crew of the Enterprise has accepted Spock without question, tut other
problems arise when Spock has to go *thome' to visit his family.

Variations on a Theme 3 by Sheila Clark and Valerie Placentini £1.15 sach
Reprint. The problems multiply. Spock must marry, but a wifc will detect his
imposture immediately.
Variations on a Theme 4 by sheila (lark and Valerie Piacentini  £1L.25 #6.00 air
reprint. wWhen Spock disappears, the circumstances are such that only Kirk can go in
search of his missing friend, even although he has been left in command of the Enterprise.

Variations 1 = 3 will only be avallable to those who state that they are over 18,

The Beginning and the End by Simone Mason ‘ £1,15 each
Two stories, one set at the start of the five-year mission, the other an alternate
universe ending.

repeat Missions 1, 2 & 4 £1.00 ecach
Stories roprinted from 0/P Log Bntries and one-off anthologies of ST stories.
Repeat Missions 3 = Balllie Collected £1.15

ALl of Valerie Placentini's Baillie stories that have been written. Some are
reprinted from Log Bntries bubt two are printed here for the flrst time.

Prints of Barry Willmott's drawing of the Enterprise 200 cach/
Prints of Barry Willmott's drvawing of Admiral Kirk (H/S) from LE 31 #1400 cach
Prints of Rlchard Gardner's Naked Time collage * ¢

If you axe ordering only the prints, please add a 10p or 12p stamp.
B B 2t e



