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what proportion of the Commonwealth Navy officers had served in 
Ireland. Also how many of the ships that served there continued in 
the fleet? In addition, one of the differences between the English and 
Dutch in their first war was the avoidance of the former on armed-
merchantmen, and the latter’s reliance on them. Was that fundamental 
shift in centuries of English practice due to experience gained from 
the naval war in Irish waters? 

Ireland and the War at Sea has several attractive features. These 
include three maps that allow one to easily follow the events. Like-
wise the works cited appear not only in footnotes, but also in a 
bibliography. Finally, there are general and ship indices, which allow 
those interested in individuals or specific ships to find them rapidly. 
The absence of illustrations, particularly of a Dunkirk frigate (which 
Murphy thoroughly defines), and the various types of warships and 
merchant ships is lamentable. Ireland and the War at Sea should at-
tract readers and historians with diverse interests. Obviously, military 
historians and those with a desire to learn more about the wars in 
mid-seventeenth-century Ireland will find the book useful. It should 
also attract those with an interest in administrative history, Confeder-
ate and Parliamentarian political networks, and the maritime history 
of England due to the details provided in the appendices. In other 
words it would be a mistake for those studying the period to dismiss 
the book as one solely for those examining armed conflict. 

David Worthington. British and Irish Experiences and Impressions of 
Central Europe, c. 1560-1688. Ashgate, 2012. xxii + 232 pp. £65.00. 
Review by jakub janik, jagiellonian university, kraków, poland.

Though “Central Europe” remains relatively unexplored terrain for 
most western historians, in the recent years the history of Eastern and 
Central Europe is receiving increased attention. David Worthington’s 
book introducing his readers to British and Irish experiences in Eastern 
Europe in the early modern period is a welcome contribution to this 
field. From this point of view it is noteworthy that a scholar from 
the University of the Highlands and Islands, in Dornoch, Scotland, 
is analyzing the links between the British archipelago and Central 
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Europe to help recover this territory for western historians.
The main body of the work is divided into six parts: an introduc-

tion (with a note on the specialist terminology of the region), five 
chapters, a conclusion, bibliography, and an index. The explanation 
of terminology, which also gives us the exact area of his interest, and 
the methodological approach towards dates and place names provide 
important background. The figures used in book, although connected 
with the topic, seem mostly to serve an aesthetic purpose, but the two 
tables play a more relevant role. The first one (on place names) is a great 
reference tool for an area with such a complicated history as Central 
Europe. The second table (on British and Irish staff at Jesuits institu-
tions) was also useful and the book would have benefitted from similar 
tables and reference data in other chapters. What makes this volume 
differ from other works is the thematic approach towards the topic.

The introduction explains that the main goal of British and Irish 
Experiences and Impressions of Central Europe is to show a broad and 
more comparative (not solely national) perspective of the visitors from 
the Isles to Central Europe. In the author’s own words: the “aim of this 
book is simply to elucidate how a particular circle and wider network 
emerged, and to set this in a wider context of emigration and exile, 
as well as one, more broadly, of contemporary writing about Central 
Europe in the English language” (3). Whether the goals signaled in 
the title have been achieved in reference to both ‘Experiences’ and 
‘Impressions’ will be discussed. In the introduction Worthington 
establishes the time frame of his work and provides background for 
the Irish, English, Scottish and Welsh presence in Central Europe 
prior to 1560. This thematic structure set up in his introduction is 
the same pattern used throughout the book, which is very helpful for 
the potential reader. 

The first chapter—“Commentators and Comparisons”—offers a 
somewhat wider introduction to the early modern period in connec-
tion with the book’s topic. It focuses on accounts of Central Europe 
written by the people from the British Isles: both those who had never 
been there and those who had visited parts of the vast territory. Ad-
ditionally it brings information on the Leslie family circle, a Scottish 
family, which played a very important role in the history of the Scottish 
presence in central Eastern Europe. We can find here examples of the 
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possible parallels between the Isles and the continent, a short analysis 
and enumeration of grand-tourists and their destinations, and finally 
the possible contacts for travelers with the Leslie family.

In chapter two, “Court and Crown,” Worthington explores the 
nature of the diplomatic schemes and affairs between the most impor-
tant political player in the region (the Habsburgs) and the archipelago. 
This part of book is divided into three sections that cover three distinct 
periods in international relations: the Tudor era, the years between 
1618-1660, and finally the reign of last two Stuarts in England. It 
is clear that this division is seen mainly from English-Scottish-Irish-
Welsh perspective but the analysis reveals to us mutual connections.

Chapter 3, “Cavaliers and Christendom,” brings forth the discus-
sion of several topics connected with soldiers from the archipelago 
(mostly from Scotland), who were recruited to fight in Central Europe 
in the mentioned period—often against each other on opposing sides. 
First of all, the author deals with those who had changed armies (trans-
fers mainly from the Polish to Habsburg service); next he analyzes the 
nature of the military service of islanders in the Imperial forces (mainly 
by enumerating personal examples) to finish with very interesting ac-
counts examples of those whose families took transplanted themselves 
in Central Europe and who are seen from a broader perspective. 

Chapter four, titled “Calvinists, ‘the Curious’ and Commerce,” as 
Worthington suggests at the beginning of his work, should be analyzed 
together with the final chapter on “Catholic Colleges and Clergy” since 
both of them deal with “religious and intellectual aspects of British 
and Irish expatriate life in the region” (18). Indeed, Chapter 4 is an 
attempt to analyze a network of contacts and fact of the complex 
presence of people from the archipelago in Central Europe from this 
point of view. Divided into three parts it refers to Protestants, so called 
Mavericks of all sorts (who were seeking patronage in this area), and 
finally to commercial matters. The last chapter shows to some extent 
the other side of the coin focusing on Catholics connected with the 
Islands, who ventured to these areas of Europe. The author devoted 
this part of his book to the Jesuits and other orders (mostly Franciscans 
and Benedictines).

The conclusion to British and Irish Experiences and Impressions of 
Central Europe, c. 1560-1688 is in my opinion a literary attempt to 
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carry the author’s interests beyond the main time area of the work. 
However it should have contained a summary of the main questions 
of the work to truly form a proper conclusion. Finally the useful 
bibliography shows us the difficulties of research (various languages 
etc.) and huge amount of work which had to be done in order to 
create such a book.

To sum up I must say that David Worthington’s work is a very 
interesting and a much needed study of the history of Central Eu-
rope. In this case it is even more important because of its comparative 
perspective of the region. Moreover, British and Irish Experiences and 
Impressions of Central Europe is well written and offers interesting 
thematic approaches towards the problem, a cleaver structure, and a 
detailed portrait of the archipelago people in Central Europe. However 
one would be a bit disappointed if one expected descriptions or more 
direct evidence of British and Irish “Impressions” of Central Europe 
(as suggested by the second part of the title): the limited number of 
such impressions is a limitation to the book which became mainly 
a kind of enumeration of the Islanders (and theirs ‘Experiences’) in 
the region. Still, many will find Worthington’s work engrossing and 
useful in further research.

C. D. Dickerson III, Anthony Sigel, and Ian Wardropper, Bernini: 
Sculpting in Clay. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2012, 416pp. + 
437 color, 35 b/w ills. $65.00. Review by larry silver, university 
of pennsylvania.

Habent sua fata expositiones. Sometimes it takes a harmonic con-
vergence to make a truly memorable museum exhibition. First of 
all, it usually takes close museum partnerships to share expertise and 
costs as well as core objects for loans. Then it takes a major topic to 
prompt lenders from near and far to send precious art objects for this 
special occasion, because the larger cause will reward the risk. When 
C.D. Dickerson III of the Kimbell Museum in Fort Worth acquired 
a missing masterpiece by Gianlorenzo Bernini for his collection, he 
teamed with Metropolitan Museum sculpture curator (now director 
of the Frick Collection) Ian Wardropper to make it the cornerstone 


