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education, and the acquisition of learning, for Muslims, reinforces "the values of
humanitarianism, morality, citizenship, peaceful coexistence, revulsion of racism
and discrimination, acceptance of the 'other', and is married to actively taught
skills of critical thinking and awareness".3 The vehicles through which these
attributes are acquired are as diverse as the forms of knowledge are vast. As
quoted on the Bangla science fiction webpage, a statement by the great science

fiction writer Isaac Asimov, "true science fiction could not really exist until people
understood the rationalism of science and began to use it with respect in their
stories".a For the early Muslim communities, there was no ccinflict between science

and religion, allowing for the free flow of scientific invention and innovation.
According to I.A. Ibrahim in A Brief lllustrated Guide to Understanding Islam,
the spread of Islam coincides with "great advances in medicines, mathematics,
physics, astronomy, geography, architecture, art, literature, and history...
Sophisticated instruments which were to make possible the European voyages
of discovery such as the astrolabe, the quadrant, and good navigational maps,
were developed by Muslims".t By extension we could arguably conclude that
the creation of these instruments has a direct correlation to the expansion of the
literary heritage of science fiction, fantasy, and speculative writing as a whole.
The astrolabe and the quadrant have been staples within the language ofscience
fiction writing as is found in some of our popular science fiction television shows
and movies such as Star Wars, Star Trek, and Dune. The Alpha, Beta, Delta, and
Gamma Quadrants and the astrolabe's use by the ancient mariners or its use as

spaceship monikers demonstrate the longevity of these early inventions and of
their importance as tools of discovery. If people can now explore and discover
new worlds with the use of these new tools, then stories of other worlds, star-
gazing, time travel experiences, and "first contacts" are not impossible.

One of the greatest exampies of paranormal time travel is the account of the
Prophet's ascension from Jerusalem to Paradise while sitting in the Great Mosque
in Jerusalem; for Muslims these ideas were neither strange nor foreign. Yusuf
Nuruddin in his article, 'Ancient Black Astronauts and Extraterrestrial Jihads:
Islamic Science Fiction as Urban Mythology," notes this episode as an inspiration
for what he calls the science fiction motif, a belief system that inspires science

fiction, although he personally sees "very little cosmology which can inspire
works of Islamic science fiction".6 On the other hand, he maintains "...mythic
literature and/or science fiction by and/or about Muslims need not rely upon
Islamic cosmology".T Nuruddin continues, "Some of the stories in this (Arabian
Nights) collection, e.g. "The City of Brass" and "The Ebony Horse," might be
considered proto-science fiction..."B Often Muslim writers draw on these early
prophetic parables and religious miracles in developing their science fiction and
fantasy narratives.e

Contrary to Reuven Snir's article titled, "The Emergence of Science Fiction
in Arabic Literature," Arabic and Islamic science fiction and fantasy have been
around from the known beginning of the genre. Snir advances the Master
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and writings of fictional Islam. TheAdherents.com-Religions inLiteraturewebpage
at www.adherents.com/1it/ discusses fictional Islam as a subject. A search on
Islamic science fiction brings up over 700 entries. Of course, none of these sites

provide a comprehensive overview. The majofiry of them offer )tstings nther
than any form of scholarly analysis of writings related to fictional Islam. The

only exception is the site AfroFuturkm a www.afrofufurism.net/text/about.htm1,
which focuses on African Diaspora writers of science fiction and fantasy and

includes critical essays by writers who have also critiqued writings of fictional
Islam.

The following selected scholarly articles investigate and discuss Islamic

science fiction and fantasy; Christian Szyska's "On Utopian Writing In Nasserist

Prison And Laicist Turkey" (1995), Michael Cooperson's "Remembering the

Future: Arabic Time-travel Literature" (1998), Reuven Snir's "The Emergence

of Science Fiction in Arabic Literature" (2000), Yusuf Nuruddin's 'Ancient

Black Astronauts and Extraterrestrial Jihads: Islamic Science Fiction as Urban

M),'thology" (2006), and Rebecca Carol Johnson, Richard Maxwell, and Katie

Trumpener's "The Arabian Nights, Arab-European Literary Influence, and the

Lineages of the Novel" (2OO7). These articles add to the richness of fictional
Islam by discussing how writers of Arabic and Islamic science fiction and fantasy

have influenced literature historically, from Europe to urban America and from
the Middle East to Africa. The authors'subjects often overlap, but each presents

the genre while identifying a few of the notable science fiction/fantasy writers
and writings how they have interpreted their religion in these new avenues of
expression.

Christian Szyska's "On Utopian Writing in Nasserist Prison and Laicist Turkey"
tackles the use of utopian fiction, "fiction that goes beyond reality in order to
depict an imaginary community in its ideal form as an opportunity to reflect
upon the present situation."r3 The article presents the activity of writing as a
coping mechanism for Muslims incarcerated in an Egyptian prison and as a
plot device for a Turkish writer's quest for an Islamic utopia. The essay opens

with a discussion of writings by Egyptian political prisoners and their use of
the narrative to build an Islamic utopian world that allows them to escape the

persecution and alienation they experience within their present societies. These

stories are transmitted as plays and dramas that take their inspiration from the

writings of one of Islam's more controversial figures, Eglptian political prisoner,

the late Salyid Qutbla, a leader within the Muslim Brotherhood, a group that
has consistently fought against the secularization of Eglpt. The play Szyska

critiques is titled Al-bu'd al-khamis (7987), written by Ahmad Ra'if, a member
of the Muslim Brotherhood and a political prisoner. The story revolves around
three characters, two men and a woman, who become disillusioned with planet
Earth and decide to emigrate to planet Mars. On Mars they find a utopian system

run by the tolerant, intelligent, and non-violent Martians who are undergirded
with a moral and religious framework similar to Islam. Szyska notes, "The
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Time travel allows the writers they profile to remedy the negatives of their lives

by fleeing; taking flight to outer space that provides an expansive canvas to

piesent u diff"r"nt narrative of serenity, freedom and tranquility. For some of

the writers this new canvas is represented by an Islam that offers the populace

a peaceful, just, and orderly utopia. Yusuf Nuruddin's article also fits into this

discussion of time travel and space from the perspective of African and African

American writers of Islamic science fiction and fiction'

Reuven snir's, "The Emergence of science Fiction in Arabic Literature" speaks

about science fiction in the Islamic world as "emerging" as if it is something

new, negating the history of writings in the field' He, nevertheless' traces

Arabic science fiction writings back to the 19'r' century. His article discusses the

emergence of Arabic science fiction from those earlier works noting that these

were the "first steps on the road toward canonization".le Snir sees this move as

important to the recognition and legitimacy of Arabic science fiction as a literary

form and the acceptance of it for scholarly academic research. He ends his article

saying:

,,...as there is a marked awareness in Western SF writers to stay away

fiom stereotypes and introduce authentic Arab and Muslim characters in

theirworks,itmaynotbelongthatscholarlycommunities...willstart
taking up the change to systematically explore Arabic SF"'20

For Snir legitimacy is only relevant if the west has provided theseol of opproval'

His analysis tends to erase the long tradition of Arab science fiction and views

only the acceptance by the west as important to legitimize Arabic science fiction.

Uniortunately, this is an argument that has been used to dismiss the works

of other writers especially writers of color. Yusuf Nuruddin's 'Ancient Black

Astronauts and Extraterrestrial Jihads" rebuts this notion. His article connects

the Arab, African, and African American to a long tradition of writing within the

science fiction genre. Nuruddin confirms the early writings of science fiction by

and about Islam, providing examples of its influence and manifestations within

the urban community of artists and activists in the United States' Nuruddin

traces the writers of the Arab-speaking world such as Mustafa Mahmoud and Ni

salim from Egypt, and Imran Talib of S1'ria and their influence on urban science

fiction. He notes:

"science fiction literature has been produced in many Arab countries;

the diverse rhemes have included life in 32"d-century Libya; the encounter

of mysterious aliens by a Palestinian hero living in the occupied territories;

and other fantastic discoveries and excavations as in Salim's p1ays"'2r

He then introduces the reader to American science fiction writers who

emerged out of an Islamic/Arab tradition and those writers who use Islamic-
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the story travels from the Arabic literary realm moving into the English, German,

French, Hindu, and Spanish literary traditions. The article comments on the

iterations of Scheherazade's story and its impact on the status, situation and

character of women, the nature of female sexuality, and the interplay of sexuality

and domestic power. The authors note that "Nights presents an intricately
patterned, nuanced, at times highly indirect debate about the relationship of
male honor to female chastiry fate, slavery and human agencf'.27

The 'Arabian Nights" article provides a direct connection between Arab,/

Islamic influence on early writings of science fiction and fantasy that have yet to

be explored fully. For example, the authors spend considerable time dissecting

Cervantes' Don Quixote who, according to the authors, "...Cervantes claims (in

chaps. 8 - 9 of Don Qukote), his own manuscript was originally written in Arabic,

found by chance while he browsed among stalls of waste paper in the Toledo

marketplace and translated for him by a Morisco".2s They note how Quixote does

include repeated references to Arabic words, characters, and names that speak to

the lingering influence of Islam in Christian Spain and in their words, "...evokes

the Arabic sources of European romance and the substantial Islamic presence in

the great chivalric poems of Tasso and Ariosto".2e Further exploration of whether
or not this statement is true is fraught with controversy, but the authors take a

considerable amount of time to make their case and assert its plausibiliry.

The five articles confirm the recognition of the impact of Islam as a contributor
to the West and Europe's intellectual knowledge base relative to speculative

literary production. works that have had significant and wide reaching impact

as the Arabian Knights and Cervante s Don Quixote are examples of what scholars

describe as the mutual influence of cultures. Rev. Dr. Susan Ritchie in her article

"The Islamic Ottoman Influence on the Development of Religious Toleration

in Reformation Transylvania" writes "the recognition of mutual influence has

basically taken the form of acknowledging the European debt to Arab learning,

literature, and material culture".3o To acknowledge the Islamic contribution to

literature generally and speculative fiction in this case is not to elevate one group

over another, but to allow for an accurate teliing of history. It also provides

confirmation for Muslims that their knowledge and historical presence have

been the source of furthering intellectual and scholarly discovery. The history
of the marginalization of the writings and contributions of other ethnic and

racial communities such as Africans and African Americans, as Nuruddin article

acknowledges, parallels what Islam and Muslims face in fighting for recognition

of their historical involvement in the creation and distribution of knowledge.

Writers such as Johnson, Maxwell, Trumpener, Nuruddin, and writings similar to

this articie provide opportunities for other scholars to build on this work, offer a

response, and an opening for Arab,/lslamic writings on science fiction and fantasy

to enter the academic canon.

A Literani Ri

Comparative EssaY

Although over 30 v
similarities in some

interesting obsen'au

and Present, minor I

perspective; Aldiss u

on US and British s

Biafran conflict. Si

Nasserist Prison Ari
the Future" articies

both Mazrui's and -1

respective historica-l

summary of both te:

Taking a cue fr{
Muslim, Paul Fadhil

because of an innoc

characters discuss r
of HARM (Hostile -1

to confess to a terro

he retreats into an ;

at other times follor.

realiry ends and the

real or a dYstoPial :

similarities in the l

see as the other' I
Muslim and leaderi

In this alternai
him to blend intc
head of the hated '

later revealed, is a

overthrows the e',-i

science and reasor

and leader of the (
of the Dogovers. a

reurning to Sn gli

have his dog to bI.

Haven CitY that is :

relationshiP has de

and thrown in jail I

than develoP a gc''

Taliban-1ike gor-er

goal of the gol-en-



L8

nruessg 's^^aIA Sulsoddo qtr,r,r esoq] JoJ drraur ou q]I^i\ luauula'Lo3 aql;o po8

.qr ,"*or"q uorlrsoddo aqr Surqsnr3 'saaqEEM eql Jo lualuuralo8 a411-ueq1e1

aql slrrurru -ryrou dno.r8 ueusrJqJ aql 'lueJolol sI l€qt lueluu.razro8 e dolalap ueqr

terpe5 daurnolrraql uo strupssg qtllvr peq eq uoqe)lalle ue ro;1tefut umorql pue

palsarre sI luelueJC 'uarteg ol uJnlal '{aql uaq'r't pue paleJolJelep seq drqsuoqelar

slruessg pug lupruaJc .er3.{rs;o rbn eqr e4II eJou 3ur4oo1 lrnou sI leqr drll ueleH

'dtrunruruor s.struessE ratua ,terp 4req dem llaql uO lleq Surrq or 3op slq a^Eq

dpo daqr pue palpl .{leruapore sr lr 1a'to3oq lsEI eql qrr'r't er8drg ol Suru:nlal

1o pn"rr,r1' .lro gutat^ ro3 alqrsuodsal se1v\ aq leql alntEaJl e 'sra.toSoq aql;o

tsel erD lno {eas o} saplrap 'rulq sMorqua'Lo }eH} lln) ueItsIrI{J eql Jo JepEal pue

qtoJetsv Jo repueuuor d1-raruro; 'slluessg dr41a;e5 1apee1 uosEal pue a)ual)s

aql ot drqsrapeal aql JaAo uJnl dlentuale '(aqr lnq 'qlorelsy lt,ra aql smoJqlJelo

]lnJ ueltslrq) aI{J ralsy ;alq8nep srq Sursnqe dlenxas osle sI 'palee^a: relEl

,, r, .oq .alatsne .,(1snor3lar pue IenJ) st 'qlorelsy 'seaqeeM paleq aql Jo peeq

pue &lunoo eql Jo rapeal aqJ 'er8drs ;o d;lunoe -tteu slqt olut pualq ol urlq

s^^ollE teqt euos.rad e .luetualg pelle] 
^^ou 

sI InEd plroM a^IleuJelle slql uI

'ru{snl l lou are oqm asoq} elEI{ plJom d-leutSerut eql uI slepeel pue ruqsn6

sr aq asnef,eq tuq aleq plroM peuosr:drur aql uI slaJnlJo] stH 'raqlo eql se aas

daqr oqrr,r esoql uo prgur daqr drlprnrq pue dllann Jo le^al eql uI seIlIreIIuIS

",onq 
,pjro^ lalpred aseql euolsserddo pue dtlann;o trr1pa'r uetdotsdp e ro IEal

'-{tatros uetdotn n;o ,,rorit,o slq eJV 'surgaq ererutqSru/rueelp aql pue spua 'fiqear

araqa,tSurrapuo'\euose^EalqJIqM.pl-tollrleeJaqlulueq]SMOIIOJSaIUI]Jaq]o]e
puB suorsses eJnlJol srq sapacard ueuo leql pIJOru eAIlEUJalle uE olul slEallal aq

in"pro stq lnoq8no.rl{r 'ru{sn6 e se lasrurq d;puaPl lo lold rorra} E o} ssaJuo) o}

sasnJer eq asneJaq pernuot sr aq'(.{-r1sru1l l qf,rEasau seIlIAI})V elDSoH) WtlVHJo

,r,r"bn dq uosud uI u^orql ralslulul augrd aql Jo qleap aqt ssnJslp sralrereqf,

oM] aJeqM ,ryatuog 
lo nd"tLpa4.1alou stq uI SaUII o^^} Snon]ouul ue Jo asneJeq

jorrat uo re^ s.tuaruuJanofi qsrtgfl aql ur dn ldair,rs '{V seqqv IIqpeC Ined 'ur11sn141

e sr ]sruoSelord aqr INdvH s(ssIpIV ut 'sJua't'a luerJn) Iuo4 enJ e 3uqel
.SJa])eJeI{)pueSaFolSleJ]ua)aq}JouoslJedruorepuESlXe]q]oqJol-reururns

e apnl]ul III^\ uol})as SIqI .uISIIoIJa] puE re,,vt. .saure;J euIE Ief,IJo]SIq a,rr}ladsar

Jreqt Jo d;eluaururor prrrllod se lre ol ldruaDe ,salel s.sslplv pue s(InlzEI I qloq

'.{la.triradsa.r Ia^e[ arull )lqerv pue arn]Jol aztleue leql sel)I]Je .,aJnlnc eql

3ur.raqruaura5,, s,uosJadoo3 laeq)Ihl pue ,;(a4rn1 ]sIJIe'I puv uoslJd lslJesseN

u1 3ui1rrp1 uerdolq uo,, aplue s,e4sdzg uellslrq) ot relIuIS 'lf,Iguo) ue4elfl

/erra8rg Jo qleluJeue aq] ur 3uutra,t ueduay sI Inrzel tr lpos qqrug pue Sn uo

s{)Et}E tsrroJrat 
"qr 

yu qin*ta'e aq} tnoqe Surltrir,r qslllrg sI sslplv ja'Lrlradsred

Ieuorleujalur uE ruo4 Surtrrm eJe sJoqlne qlog rofeur Pu€ Ioullu 'luasard pue

lsed.a.ruaSuoItJIJaJualf,saqlutpeurSelulSEIueISIuosuolle^JasqoSur]sera]ut
aruos JaJJo pue duuerun aJe $looq qloq Jo saruaql aql Jo eruos ur SaIIIJEIIIuIS

aq] ,rnJz€lAI pue ssrplv Jo suolleJllqnd aqr aleredas srea.{ gg ;a'ro qSnoqlly

oqlDlo laqdolsut;p p IeuI aql pue wdvH :Aessl e^llereduoS

Aseluei pue uollsll ecualcs ul uelsl uo Aessl e^lleJeduof, pue 
^ 

el^au tueJeil V

:uelsl leuolllll :su!)ueH

dserue; pue uorrli
E JaJJo '4;oarr snp
ol rEIIIuls sSulru,
'a8palmou4 ;o uc
uortruSora; :o; 3l
el)rlrE urpprun-\ i

pue Jrur{te Jeqto
trrorsH aq1 ',ua-r

aneq aruasa:d 1x
sapno.rd osle tI
dno:3 euo ete,\ela
ot uoEnqrJtuoJ )n
'3ururea1 qErV ot .

seq e)uenuur [En:
uoneJaloJ snorSq;
el)rue Jar{ ur arqJl
sJElor{ts ler{^tJo s.

lredurr Surqrear a

a.tqelnlads ol a-rr

JOlnqIJluoJ e sE urr
drllqrsneld

E e{El sroqtne aql
raqlarl,^/l'Jo uoEelo
ut aluasa;d JrurEIs
se{ola"',, 'spJo,\r :
ol 4eads teqt serrrel

saop aloxrnQ.ra.oq;
opeloJ aql ur rade
'rtqe;y ur ueulJ \ -i
ur) srurep saluE_\l;
Surtrassrp eruD alql
ol tad aaer{ rerp.isr
/qErV ueeMtaq uo

-..'..\;
go drqsuorleler arp
dlaterrrtur uE stua
dlqenxas;o .,{e1d:arr

pue uorlenlrs 'snle
eql uo slualuluoJ i

'ueru;ag 'qs43uE ar





98

q dt1ulrl aql Jo asJn) aqJ,' 
(paluaap sJaplf aql leql eerryV Jo e8elueq eldln aql

lo uollou sJnJzewo]Su'*"' t'olsl]ap arD pulqaq Suruosear aq1 'ua'to"rd lou se^^

']uaurapnl Jo sreplfl aqr '{q paunura}ep se 
:il:l; 

pue oq3r4g roJ strrpta '(zL)

,,"'oq3l{o raqdolspq3'r'u'*n "'n'-'no 
sl }ErD"'ursrdersa sI l€ql uoneu slq roJ

serp JolEaJt ]n"r8 
"quol-"'1tlql 

lear8 aql uaqlf '.usloraq paapu sI leql uoll'u slq

roJ salP JatPlos realS aqr loueul "{'reutp'ro 
eql uaqM"'oq8qO 'tq 

palrttttuloJ eullJ)

lear8 eq1 dn urns 
'p'J^'t"q1 

'aeuapuadapul ue4elg Jo sleapl aq] ol puo)as

e'a8rg paIJIun n 
'o1 

p""t "qi]"'n1a 
eq ]sel 

'"la 
n p.,n itttl oq1'ue 

1 
3ulree riq

re'a8rg lsuye8e rq8q ,* qtr'i t5"u * 
'" 

l1^11.a"Flur sl 
"*"' 

ttq 'e'a8tg lsure8e

aruapuadapul e4elg -l Cuf'qSg ellqm p€11r-x 'spuesnoq] Jo sqleap aql pasner

'roqrne aqr or 3u1pro"; ;;;"iil u-ro4 aleredas ol arrsap 
'aql 

ul oq* 'ErJeI€ jo

aldoadaqltsure8e""nq''n'rut'"'d"osleeqJlasrulqloJ[elj]uo'{1uotous1
oq8l{o 'l'tJt uo ',",'n'"n1',"' o"* "* 

s1 'oq3qg ;aqdols*q3 'raod paureJ aq1

'eqslv pue oq8l4o p""ni*ott'" tnq'qtn"p pt'e e)ualoll Jo al€ll-€ paqseaFn

qree Jo palr€q 
'r"u' "!'"u i;;t*#i;"t^ "qt 

pun soql uerJels aql Jo sauors

aqr q paul^rr"tut ',,i"p''eql 
asoql'"J "it"l: "qr 

Pt-ot ar' IEM-eql 4o sarpa8erl

aqr reqr uo,,.,r"roro1-,,iian"'q' i1 1l oqaqs 
'lu1l:n "tn' "I]-l:'"otrnrasord

]uated slq 01 anp p";i;;'" '1 'nq 
'""'"1'natu15o lre slq roJ IeID uo osle sI eH

'pIoJXo 1e :ut'{pnts':iil;i;;; 'i'1""-t-t-*:i"3n";o 
})e uB ul p-a1p"'tunruar

qtalruaml 
"qt 

'tq p""pt'a '""'i'lv 
lulqlllll'lsour "q' 

5o 
"t'o" 

pareplsuor 'r;ured9

-o1ody a.,,e^x 't'o"nti-no 'o;1"it"'o3 
sI eJlqv-Jeuv uI Jelf,ereq) puolas eqr

' a]€J slq uI arer{s o1 sls anb ar tP a* 
:.::::""tl"",XXS:f #1H 

t1'# 
;i

rsro,eH 
", "il:l';.Jj1fi:Tl,:f"i,',,:"#" 

t utt';a p""'-'"r"p"n ue rol (s71)

..reau Bur.{ets uarprq) jplii *tWi'J P"" 
-:^"-::: 

uI aen qeqoeq '(1auol 
e luneq ol"

p"r.r"r.r", pue ,{rpn3 pffi"n^ iu t'olnr"111:]1u'sH} ro{ 'leID aq} Jo uolsnlruo)

rrleul'rp eql o1 speel tnqi"'nt t* "t 
t"::::I* atqlln'uI uo'elntle)slu srq sI

1r 'arouuaqunJ :qleep 
'i' 

p""'n' reql uollelnJl€rslu Jo aruuJ aql roJ Ielrl uo

Jlasu'rq sr 'uolle^Ies ,orii'l"or ew 'rslTl-ll^ (']uapnre 
rec rt'e'' E uI pallDl se^

'e'lJv-rauv 'o' 
ut 

't'*i"" 
o"l"' ^^ou 

'pres-'tstleurnof ulrlsn]t pe.ue1 v 'ples

ulps peuluInqo6l ntu'o'it "ut;tp 
ar{l lnq '"'r'1od t{ll^ ue Sutxtur roJ lelll

uo rarrr^ pue raod *ryn1s n 'oq-aq6 rou sr '&ors "til#il:3,1""11i*"'","oti'tr"u

)rBeD slql sluasardar terp FIrl slql ul pal)a-uuoJ ar€ lnQ 'eJIl uI raqlo q)€a 
^^oDl

rou plp .LIno sue)rrJv 
"J;i;"; 

are ra'{-'u'e1 
",t".:.]:P 

pue loln)eso"rd-'luepua;ap aql

'euaSrg u;al{lroN *'1'n'ni'"1'unutr'uopard tuo4 ePares ot patdualte 'sue;;etg

lsrurrue pu€ uellslrqJ 
^nt""""t-"0;'a "q: 

'*pts!N ureqlnos ;o aldoad aqJ '016r

-Lg6r Jore6 ErJelg/et'ii^'"q''o' alelar '{aqNn qtn"p pue aJII 'azro1 
"&p'(o1;o

sanssl IeJouI roferu burula,.,o''t"'on"q ut aleld sa{e} l'q1 leIJ} € suJaJuo) Ia^ou

uerdotn slql plromraun t'n"'Jy eql uI las ''*"r"t' lsluluu/ueJlr;y snouaSlpul

eq] pue 'rue1s1 
"&tueuq'qr 

'":' :ruaryuoc^-31 uo e)uenuul lsa8uorls aq] aleq

reqr suoulperr qlnl 
"ro'ili",Jo1o f*li1"5ldrn 

aw' sleq'I aqleql'uorlctJ-uou

Due uorl)IJ qroq ',3t"r'l* 'H"'*qgno'! 
Pasn e)Ilap llleulaql e Jo asn se{eur

inrzelq tuors ,tu, 
", 

'cilu il:"ii''io "'liot't"4t 
{o tD!4 atu 'papF uo1plJ af,ualrs

Jo >lJoa,t. auo dluo atot
rq laltrrr uoIlJiJ eJui

aq duroloqtrp aqt ol
'url|xoa e paJeplsuoJ

op no,{ ueqm uale P;
slea^er wtrvH puEq

SAI]DUEPI IEJN]In) Ptn

(.op sueluou OrF s

]EIF Jo pleeq la-\i
'lse A aql puElsli
sa8elpn .{rsnP iurt

:IT1

;o uoutrdaP slq Pue
eql Jo uortras euo 'q

Pue lu{snhl pue qsnl-

laluitt aql q]I.l't uotr
'alEI ool

uaq^^ UOIlezIpaJ lEIf
leq] uopezlPal aql o

eqt otq sdrls 'ale; sru

aql sv '{ooq s,lned

aql sapnlruo) INIM
slq patleuar d.qt"'
srq uI saull ,te,r,te.lro:

erouSt pue dlatlos or

os 'ruITSnl l e lou"' e

os uaeq Peq aH,, '.{o(

lduralle slq eJe suois

aq uoseeJ Jo uoEeu
palntJo] eq ol sanu

]eq] uoFlPuor uEtun

areld e I{Jns alaql s
aq olil^ .,(uaP ol s1a

sJaPUoM luelueJc
eq peetsul ,'Surql rl

luerueJ{'ure8Y 'ae

ssauanbrun aql loJ 11

'er8drs ur A41a;e5 o.

AseluEl pue uollsll a3uel3s ul uelsl uo Aessl o^lleJedruoc pue A al^ad tuelaM v

:uelsl leuollstJ :suuueH



Foundation 105: Spring 2009

relation to this old continent of ours" (135).

One of the major similarities in both texts is that the lead protagonist in both

Aldiss's H,\KM, and Mazrui's Trial are Muslim in name only. Neither character

adheres to the religious tenants of the Islamic faith, but they are both judged based

on that identity. In both IIARM andTrial the characters take on alternate names'

a further distancing from their Islamic identification where their current names

mark their Muslim origins. The stories also deal with characters transported to

alternate realities where their ideas and desires to escape their Muslim identity

come back to challenge them.
A feature that Muslims will recognize in both text is the sTanger imagery

mentioned in Aldiss and Mazrui's works. In HAWI one of Essanits's men uses

this characterization of Fremant, "You, Fremant, you're always asking questions,

you'd be the Eternal Stranger. He thought the observation was acute. He was

eternally a stranger, even to himself" (64). This echoes the sentiments expressed

in Muslim writer Ian Dallas's science fiction novel The Book of Strangers

(7972).31 The story describes a librarian's mystical journey of self-discovery in

a technologically advanced world. The sfrangers that this book speaks of are

those people that seek to find the dedicated and spiritual teachers of Islam;

those who selflessly work to perfect their faith. The stranger concept in Islam

is from a saying of the Prophet Muhammad that is referenced in Dallas's book,

"Islam began as a strange element, and will become thus again, as it was at the

beginning. Blessed, therefore, are the Strangers."rz Paui,/Fremant is a Stranger

in both worlds, searching for his place in Stygia and British sociery. His journey

of self discovery leads to a tragic end, but in his final words, he finds his Islam.

The stranger theme also plays out in Mazrui's story in the characters of Said/

Hamisi and Aisha/Salisha, strangers who meet one night, fall in love, sleep

together and meet again in the After-Africa. Salisha reflects on their night

together in the After-Africa, "How could she have capitulated to a total stranger

in so short a time...who was this stranger who had known where to strike, in

spite of her intellectual armoury" (21)? The s1'rnbolism of the stronger in Islam

may not connect with the authors' intent, but the similarities in how their main

characters are described are noteworthy.
There are many other similarities in these stories to Christian Szyska's article

"On Utopian Writing In Nasserist Prison And Laicist Turkey" where the political

prisoners wrote fictionai stories to escape the persecution and alienation they

experienced in the Eglptian prison. In FIARM Paul's book and his Muslim identity

are the catalyst that lands him in prison where he is tortured. Similar to Szyska's

political prisoners it is the torture that precedes Paul's retreat into an alternative

world and it is the torture that generates the writing of the utopian plays. Another

similariry of the prisoners in Szyska's article with Paul, they were also judged by

their faith, but in contrast to Paul, this led them to search for an Islamic utopia,

a place where Muslims and non Muslims alike could flourish. Paul, on the other

hand, felt the alienation of living in a society where he was judged by his religion,
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Doris, a non-Muslim woman Paul married to further his escape from his Islamic

identity? Is Aster his Islam and Bellamia his escape from that identity? Bellamia

is the only female character transformed, but only physically to justify her appeal

to Fremant. After sleeping with her his description of her changes from someone

that "he thought her old and frumpy (111)" to "Her face was dreamy on the

pillow, and held the beauty of satiety...In the following days, Bellamia did her

hair differently. She seemed to tread more lightly (111)." Bellamia understands

that her power lies in the domestic and sexual pleasure she provides Fremant,

but in the end she simply disappears as a figment of his imagination. What is

her fate and will he return to her are questions never answered, similar to other

works of fiction where the women are no more than sexual partners and then

disappear.
This characterization of women as objects of gratification is a common theme

in literature; women derive power via physical beaury or sexual exploitation,

their fate or fortune dependent on men. The views of women and sexuality

are combined in both Aldiss and Mazrui's use of female characters as sexual

partners to be used and discarded as needed' As Howard Eilberg-Schwartz notes

in ,,Off With Her Head: The Denial of Women's Identity in Myth, Religion, and

Culture" and is represented in both FIARM andTrial, neither author attempts to

disrupt "the classic gender distinctions that have linked men to speech, power,

identity, and the mind' while iinking women to the body and the physical."3a

Aldiss's females are linked to Fremant as love interests and sexual partners where

their fate is tied to his mental state as he moves from one world to the next'

Mazrui's starts out depicting Aisha as an intelligent and thinking woman, but she

is easily manipulated into a sexual encounter with Said after only a few hours of

acquaintance. Her fate is not known until towards the end of the story.

Mazrui further looks at issues of sexuality and gender throughout his story

with his main character Hamisi dealing with another charge that concerns his lack

of concentration while interviewing a nude witness as he prepared for the trial'

He is comfortable with seducing a Muslim woman who he also impregnates, but

exhibits shame at the open nudity displayed by some of the witnesses. Mazrui

describes this crime as Hamisi elevating his Islamic identity over his African

identity. Nevertheless Hamisi is found not guilry on these charges precisely

because he begins to see himself as a Muslim man, who has an inner sense of

modesty. On the other hand Hamisi's lack of a sense of Muslim modesty allowed

him to initiate a sexual encounter with Aisha that results in her getting pregnant.

This sexual act and its consequences is the miscalculation that leads to his losing

the trial. Aishah returns to Nigeria to have the baby and while at the home

of her uncle the Nigeria,zBiafra war starts, where she is murdered. He suffers

the ultimate punishment for his sexual misconduct' the loss of his child and the

woman he loved.

Similar to Aldiss's IIARM, Mazrui's Trioi sexuality is dealt with in terms of

abuse. Aishah is brutally raped and killed by a gang of Biafran independence
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non on one of his favorite peeve subjects...The Moslem religion exploded out

of Arabia with some new concepts that set the world in ferment from India to

Southern France...they couldn't get away from that Qur'an of theirs...we don't
even think of the Moslem world as particularly civilized."38 It is no surprise that

Reynolds sets his story among the North African Tuareg tribe, where the men veil
their faces and the women do not. Unfortunately, Reynolds sees this lack of face

veiling as some defiance of lslam, when rn fact, the women of Tuareg tribe cover

their hair, but not their faces, but again, it fits his narrative of the oppressive

nature of the veil and Islam.
In contrast to Aldiss and Relnolds's characterization of the veil, Ali Mazrui,

a Muslim, describes the veil in sophisticated language inTrial, using the Swahili
term for the head scarf,mtcrndio. He describes it as something that doesn't take
anlthing away from the Aisha's intelligence or beauty. For example Said/Hamisi
describes his first meeting with her, "Miss Bemedi was a striking figure. She was

dressed in a skirt and blouse, but wore in addition an embroidered mtandio to
cover her hair and fall down elegantly across her shoulders (11)." The veil is

mentioned as a part of her apparel and represented as a Muslim woman's choice.

ln Aldiss's IIARM, similar to Maztuls Triol, lslam, Christianity, and secular

society, "the curse of the trinity" is examined. Both stories provide intersections
with Islam, Christianity and the secuiar world, viewing them as flawed and

problematic. Christians are depicted as either fanatics or fatalistic in both
stories, while secular groups are less concerned with the humanity of their
fellow countrymen or women, but see domination as the ultimate goal. Similarly,
one could argue that both stories view Islam from a skewed perspective, as an

undesirable influence as portrayed in Aidiss's story and in Mazrui's story as an

inhibitor of natural expressions of sexuality. As Aldiss's Fremant seeks a world of
peace, he is disappointed when each of the groups he joins becomes a mirror of
the tyranny they had overthrown. Mazrui's Hamisi has looked at the world as an

intellectual playground, using his knowledge as a means of elevating himseif not

to enhance the world, but only to further his sexual exploits and massage his ego.

The After African world and the alternative world of Hamisi shock them into the
reality that actions have consequences that are often deadly.

-FIARM features Islam as a major aspect of the story with Fremant's realization
of himself as a Muslim and with that awareness he is freed from his tortures
and prison, both mentally and physically. He is also freed from the alternative
universe of his 'dreams' and his psychological torment, only to be thrust into the
physical world of torture again. He is constantly trying to discover if his visions of
a utopian sociery are real or a dystopian reality of cruelty and oppression. Or are

his visions a part of the psychosis he developed because of an abusive childhood
or are these visions the results of a fertile imagination gone awry? It is also in
Aldiss's HARM that you recognize some of Nuruddin's, 'Ancient Black Astronauts"
urban mythologrr concept where Paul's critique of the plight of Muslims in Britain
"the wretched of the earth" gets him in trouble. As Paul is arrested again he cries
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novels by writers that have used Islam and Muslims as characters, settings or plots

would provide additional avenues of research. A study of Islam and Muslims

in science fiction and fantasy covering fi1ms, comics, and the horror genre can

also be an interesting area of research. The media and mass communications

scholar, Dr. Jack G. Shaheen has written extensively on the negative portrayal of

Arabs and Muslims in popular movies and the media, but a critique of science

fiction fiims would offer a valuable additlon to this work. A comparative study

of how other minority groups have been portrayed in science fiction and fantasy

is another research idea that would be of importance in ethnic studies.

This study makes clear that not only has the religion of Islam been an integral

ingredient in the creation, imagination, and stimulation of science fiction and

fantasy, but that Islam and Muslims can play an important role in countering

the MosferNorrative that removed non-Western contributions from the historical

record. There is a renewed interest in the Muslim world, both nationally and

internationally, to write science fiction, fantasy and comics that present other

perspectives of Islam and Muslims, thus adding to the richness of fictional Islam

and correcting the Master Nqrrative.
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