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D K\I , I . I<Y (:OXSTRI!CTION tloes not require a highly 
tlr~.clol)etl skill in sewing, but faithful and 

;~reiill lollo~ving or directions ant1 accuracy of 
lic;r\~rl-clncnts ;1re necessary to obtain a satisfactory 
1 1 0 l l l 1 ~  t .  

( 0115t1 l t  Teuas Agricultural Extension Service 
' ,nl l tc~n q i l ,  "Beautify Your TVindows and Glass 
I V , I I I ~ ,  ' lo1 11elp in tlecitling how you want your 
I I , I I N I I C \  to look, in selecting fabric and in choos- 
IN$ t I l , 1 ] ) ~ 1 )  10ds. 

1:;rl)l i t  r I I I ; I ~  stretc11 alter months antl years o f  
I I ; I ~ I S ~ I I ~  01. s1irink;lge may occur in cleaning. Lin- 
inti ,\l i t1 tlr;il)ery krbi-ics usually stretch or shrink 
i l l  tliII(~r.cnt ;~tllounts. Lengthwise machine stitch- 
ill< i1\11;11Iy rvil l  stretch less than the material antl 
I I I , I \  ( ; I I I \ C  ~~tisiglitly wrinkles ant1 twisting to 
: I I I ~ I C ~ I ~  ;ilorlg the sitle hems. 

'I'll(, 11lc~hotls recommentlet1 in this bulletin for 
~rl;i!iirrg Il;itltlm;rtlc tlral)eries allow fabrics and 
l i n i r ~ g r  lo stretch in tlifferent amounts without 
I ~ C I I . ; I I I ~ I I ~  1'1.0111 the appearance of the tlraperies. 

fl;t~~tlm;~kc your tlraperies working on a flat 
ulrl;~tc il' you M ~ ; ~ I I ~  them to continue to hang 
~ c r t c l ~ ~ l l y ,  Figure 1. 

STEPS IN MAKING DRAPERIES 
I .  1)rcitle what space you want your tlraperies 

10 ro\'cr. 

2. (:lroo\c ant1 install suitable drapery rods. 
Src l);lgtm 14 Ixtension Bulletin 971, "Rcautify Your 
\\'illtlo\v\ ;inti Gl;iss Mralls." 

?I. \Ir,l\ure ;rntl determine the amount ol 
~ I I , I ~ I !  m:~lerial ant1 lining neetletl. 

,I.  Sclet.~ ;rntl purchase material. 

5. (:on\truct antl hang the tlraperies. 

TOOLS AND SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR MAKING 
DRAPERIES 

8 5cr\\111\, thimble, needles, pins $ntl sewing gauge 

8 1,111c nlc,~\u~c t1i;lt will not stretch 

8 T,irlol'r t l1,ilk or tailor's pencil 

Rotls, brackets antl tlrapery hooks 

Purchase thc following after measurements :ire 
taken: 

Drapery labric antl matching heavy duty 
threatl 

Lining antl matching heavy duty threatl 

Crinoline for heatling 

M'eights, either braid or single lead types 
(optional) 

If leatl weights are usetl, buy one for each lower 
corner and one may be used at each seam. Larger 
weights are usetl in long heavy curtains. Use 
smaller ones in short lightweight curtains. Fabric 
coveretl lead shot is more suitatble for sheer cur- 
tains, Figure 2. 

Figure 1. V Figu 



T h e  "pin-on" weight is convenient to use antl 
is removed easily for dry cleaning, laundering or 
pressing curtains, Figure 3. T h e  round disc or 
square weights may be covered with the curtain 
fabric antl tacketl in place, or a piece of twill tape 
or selvage is drawn through the center of the disc 
antl stitched to the inside edge of the hem, Figure 4. 
Lead weights in waterproof tapes also are available. 

MEASURING AND DETERMINING AMOUNT OF 
MATERIAL NEEDED 

T o  tletermine the length of draperies, measure 
from the top of the rod straight down to the point 
where the curtain will stop - the floor, the apron 
or the sill.] Add 1/2 inch to this figure so that the 
drapery may extent1 $4 inch above the rod (except 
when draperies are fastened to the ceiling). For 
floor length draperies, subtract 1 inch because 
finished draperies should hang about 1 inch above 
the floor or carpet. 

T o  determine the length of each cut, add allow- 
ance for a lower hem and 1 inch to turn to the 
back of the crinoline at the top, Figure 5. Double 
hems may be used to add weight and to allow for 
atljustments to other windows. When doubled 
hems are tlesiretl, tlouble the allowance for hems. 

Widths of Material Needed 
T o  the length oE the rod, add about 3 inches 

lor overlap at the center, the amount needed to 
cover the two returns to the wall and the de- 
sired amount for fullness. Fullness is the term 
given the material that is allowed for pleats. 
Double the figure obtained above for 100 percenL 
fullness. Multiply by 2% for 150 percent fullness. 
More than 100 percent fullness usually is desirable. 

For tailored curtains made from plain material, 
a 3-inch allowance on each width usually is enough 
to take care of cutting off the selvage edge and 
making seams antl hems. On  fabrics with a pattern, 
a greater allowance may be needed for matching. 
(See page 7 .) Divide the total width, including 
fullness, by the witlth of the material after allow- 
ing for seams, hems and selvages to determine the 
number of witlths needed. 

'See page 15 in Extension Bulletin 971, "Beautify Your 
Windows and Glass Walls." 

If the number of witlths Iiguretl is a n  otltl 

number antl the tlraperies are to bc in;~tle in  trvn 

panels, half of one tvitlth will go o n  c;~cl~ 11;lrlel. 

If you tlo not want to use ;I h:~lf rvitlth i n  car11 
panel, buy material for an extra ~vitltli ; ~ r l t l  u r e  
a full witlth instead of a half width on  e;lcli ~);lrlrl. 

This atltlitional witlth will inirease the amolrnt ol 
fullness in your curtain. 

Yardage Needed 
T o  tletermine the amount of m;iterial y o u  \\.ill 

need, multiply the length of each cut by tlic nunll~cl 
of lengths needed. Use the examples on 11;tgc 5. 
Measure the space to be curtained ant1 \c,~.ite the 
measurements in the column for your \c.irltlorcc. 

Then  compute the yardage neetletl follo\vi~ig tlit 
steps used in the example. 



LMPLE FOR CALCULATING THE AMOUNT OF PLAII 
MAKING DRAW DRAPERIE: 

(For a window 9 feet wide (I08 inches) and 6 feet 

Dirtnnre from top edge of rod to 
floor or carpet (6 feet 10 inches) 

Finidlet1 tlrapery should extend 

14 inch above rod (add) 

Allo~rance to clear floor or 

1 carpet (subtract) 

) Finished length of drapery 
Illn~vmce at top for turning to 

I back of crinoline in heading (add) 

1 Bottom hem allowance, 3% inches (single hem) 

Total material need for each length 
or cut, 86 inches (Figure 5) 
Number of widths needed (Compute for 
I panel or % of the window.) 

Nidth to be draped is 9 feet or 
108 inches (entire window) 

Width of one panel which will cover 
half of the  window (1/2 of 108 inches) 

Depth of one return 

Overlap at  center allowance 

Drop 1/2 inch2 

For 150 percent fullness, multiply 
: by2g (2% X 60 inches = 150 inches) . 

Ir Figure 5. 

~IIJ~I~IIIT 14 inch is permissible because i t  has little effect 
loti tile IIIIIII~)CI. of widths to be used. 

10 incht 

ERIAL I 

?s high .) 

WEEDED FOR 

Example Your 
Window Window 

Measurements Measurements 

82 inches 

+ % inch 

82% inches 

-1 inch 

81 1/2 inches 

81 r/2 inches 

1 inch 

3% inches 

86 inches 

54 inches 

3% inches 

3 inches 

60% inches 

60 inches 

The  width of the,material is 48 inches; about 
3 inches will be used in hems, seams ant1 cut- 
off selvages leaving about 45 inches per width 
(150 + 45 = 3 widths plus 15 inches) . Buy 3% 
widths (157v2 inches) for each side or 7 widths 
for 2 panels. 

When each panel is hemmed, it will be about 
157 inches wide (3% widths X 45 inches). 
Material neetletl for each length 86 inches 
7 lengths (both sitles of wintlow) X 7 

Total material needed 602 inches 
(602 inches + 36 inches = 16 yartls, 26 inches) 



Crinoline 4 to 6 inches wide is neetletl for stiff- Yardage Needed for Lining 
ening the tlrapery heatling. Buy enough to extent1 
across the top of each drapery; atltl 10 inches for 12'hen lining material is the same witlth 

enclt tlrapery panel or atltl 20 inches for each tlrapery material, buy the same amount on 

wintlow. In the above example each panel re- any allowance for matching designs. If l i n i ~  

quires 167 inches (15'7 inches + 10 inches) which tlrapery materials are not the same witlth, 

is 4 yards, 23 inches. mine the number of lining witlths neetletl by 
ing the witlth of each tlrapery panel by the 

Figure 6. A 

Yardage Needed for Printed Draperies 
hIatching printed materials requires a full 

number of pattern repeats for each length or cut.{ 
Fintl the exact places where the pattern design or 
motil begins ant1 entls, Figure 6. Measure this 
tlistance. This is called the pattern repeat. In  the 
example on page 5 each length will be cut 86 
inches long. If you select fabric with a pattern 
repeat of 9 inches, tlivitle the length of the cut 
by the pattern repeat to find the number of pattern 
repeats neetletl for each length. For example, 
86 inches -+ 9 = 9 519 repeats. I t  would be neces- 
sary to buy I0 full repeats or 10 inches X 9 inches 
or  90 inches for each length. Four inches of each 
90-inch Iength will not be used, but i t  must be 
purchased to match the design. Seven widths each 
90 inches long wouId require 7 witlths x 90 inches, 
630 inches or 17 yards, 18 inches. 

Note: TIThen buying printed material, notice 
whether the material was cut where the motif be- 
gins. If not, have the sales person begin your 
measurement at the beginning of a motif or design. 

T h e  wortls widths, lengths and cuts are used interchangeal~lr 
in compttting material neeiletl for tlraperies. 

Figure 7 .  1 

of the lining material after allowing I?/? 
for seams antl cutting off the selvages. AIL 
the number of witlths by the length of (11 
cut to find the amount of lining materi;~ 
need. 

If the lining is not labeled sanfori~ctl o r  
not shrink more than 1 percent," allolr 3 i1ltlle5 

per yard for shrinkage antl shrink it  before ~ ~ r ~ l t i n ~  

it into tlrapery that will be washetl, or il thc l i l i i r l ~  

is likely to become damp. Before slroppir1,y / o r  
n~ote?.iol ~ecrd Extension Blllletin 971, "n r~ i i i / i / y  

Y o ~ u  Windozus crnd Gloss TVolls." 

CONSTRUCTING AND HANGING DRAPERIES 
Measure every cut carefully antl mark i t  on the  

material before you cut into the yartl;~ge, ~ c g ~ ~ t l .  
less of the type of curtain you are making. Thir 
makes it possible to detect any flaws in the fabric 
and to mark each cut at the same pl;~te i n  rill 
pattern of the figured material. 

Measure from the straight cut etlgc lot the 
length of your drapery plus the hem. If i t  t lotr 

not look straight, pull it from the ~11o1 t cornc.1 
and the opposite corner at the same timc until i r  
is straight, Figure 7. 

I t  is rarely possible to spreatl a11 of the Iahr i t  
at one time, so spreatl the material for the fir,[ 
cut, measure and pin mark it antl then I'oltl c;tch 
succeeding cut over the one before i t .  Dl-a\\, ;I 

thread antl cut, following the pullet1 tl1re;lcl to he 
,, 

sure the tlrapery is cut straight ant1 on the grain, 
Figure 7. I 



HANDMAKINL; LINED DRAW DRAPERIES 
1 .  7'1 im olf selvages, Figure 8. 

2. ['ill 1);1s~e the lengths together for one sitle 
111 I ~ I ; I ~ J ~ I , J  (orie 1~1neI) ant1 tnachine stitch, using 
I I I or I s t .  Use plain %-inch 
~ ~ . ; I I I I \  101. 1)l;lin rn;~terial. Clip the edges slightly 
1 0  ~ I N , \ ( , I I [  lorig raveling, Figure 9. Pin :I I:cl,l~etl 
\v;lrn 111;11tlli1ig the tlesign and slip stitch lor fig- 
11tu1 I ~ I ; I [ c I . ~ ; I ~ .  Press. T u r n  right sides together 
nll(l rr~,rtllir~c stitch or hantl sew along the pressed 
I 1 1 l t l .  (err 1:igure 10.) Open seams and press. 

:I. lu1.11 rlle side hems 1 or 1% inches; piti 
, s t 1 1 1  I I I ( , \ \ .  [nilking sure that the turned edge follows 
. I  I I I I ( ~ , I I I  01. is es;~ctly on the grain of the material, 
I . ~ ; I I I  (,  I I ,  

Figure 8. A 

1 l ul n [ I IC  I)o[rom hem, pin antl press. Make 
I I I (  I I I J I I I I I ~ ~  11~111s :iY2 inches tleep. Lower hems 
l u l l  IJ (  tlorll)lctl in olxtque materials to atltl weight 
8 ~ r ~ r l  lo .~ l lo \v  for possible shrinkage and atljustments 
r I ~ o l l l ( l  llte cll,tl)elies be moretl to other wintlows. 

I l ,~ r l c l  lnltet the corners of' the bottom antl sitle 
Ilcln5 1'111 mxk the places where the insitle edges 
111 tllc iltlc ant1 bottom hems meet ant1 also at  the 

Open the hems ant1 foltl the fabric to the wrong 
sitle making a t1i:igon;il toltl lrotn one pin to the 
other. Cre;~se or press along the foltl, Figure IS. 

Figure lo .  A V 

Il~rrcl ( ( 1 1  nus, Figure 12. 

Figure 12. A V Figure 13. 

Figure 9. 



Reloltl the hems leaving the material foltletl 
inside the hem, Figure 14. The  inside foltletl 
material shoultl be tacked in place if draperies are 
to be launtleretl. 

Join the diagonal fold lines of the hems by 
slip stitching, Figure 15. 14'hen the lower hems 
are tloubletl, usually it is better not to miter the 
corners. 

5. Hending. Measure for crinoline across the 
top of each tlrapery panel from pressetl edge to 
pressetl edge. Adtl 10 inches. Double back 5 
inches at each end. Doubling crinoline at the 
ends strengthens the drapery at these points ant1 
shoultl prevent curling or drooping, Figure 17. 
This shoultl be tlone unless the crinoline is quite 

B. 
on 
rial. 

Turn crin 
wrong sid 

Remove 
e of mate- 1 
pins. 

- - 

heavy ant1 stiff. I 

6. Open the pressed side hems. Lay the crino- 
i 

line (with ends folded) on the wrong side of the C. Refold side hn I 
drapery material at  the top, allowing a I-inch Pin and catch $tilth. 1 
overlap, Figure 16. Stitching should be about a 
half inch from the edge of the material. Stitch 
over the pins to prevent the fabric from slipping 
during stitching, Figure 17. I 

Figure 14. V Figure 15. 

Figure 16. A 

7. Tu rn  the crinoline clown on tlic \vl.or~g sitlc 

of the tlrapery so that its upper etlgc come\ i ~ i t c l  

the fold at the top of the tlrapery antl the loltlcil 

ends of the crinoline come into the loltl 01 rlie 

side hems. Remove pins; push crinolirlc. a.ell 
against the top fold of the material, Figill-e lFb,  

8. Pin, baste antl catch stitch the sitlc 
bottom hems, Figure 18. The catch ctitclicc 

over the raw edge antl prevent raveling ; ~ n t l  . 
for stretching without puckering. (Tlic t , ~ t r l ~  
stitches in Figure 18 were enlarged ;inti \c\\n iri 

black threat1 instead of matching thrc;~tl to \Iioa 

the stitches more clearly.) The hem in t l l ~  j~lioto- 

graph was basted antl hung for a few \\eels to 
allow for possible stretching before tlic pcrtn;lnent 
stitching was tlone. 

9. Prepare and attach lining. Cut oll \cli;~ges. 
Sew the lengths of lining for onc tlr:il)et! ~);int.I 

together using a plain seam. Press \c:im\ opco. 
Sew lining hems 1% inches tleep; use m;~chine 
stitch or catch stitch. 



Pin 1n;lrk the center of the lining and the center 
of tllc tll-;~pel-y at the top and bottom; place the 
rvl.clll!: ides together. Smooth the lining flat over 
t l ~ e  tlr;~pery, with the lower ed'ge of the hemmed 
lillil~g 1 to 1 %  inches above the lower edge o l  
the tlr;~pery. 

- - .  I . - -  

tllc lin 

Pin the center lining to the center of the 
!,, to11 to bottom. Fold the lining back on 
c of pins ant1 tack to the drapery. 

a threat1 twice the length ant1 the same 
IF the tlrapery. Starting at the lower edge 
crinoline, tack the center of the lining to 

Iter ol the tlrapery. Using a tlouble threatl, 
,tittlies about 4 to 6 inches apart. T o  make 
1, loop the threatl as for a buttonhole, Figure 

I!). I'itking up ;I threatl in the tlrapery fabric with 
tllc ncetlle still in the loop of the sewing threatl, 
p i t h  u p  n few threads of the lining material on 
tllc loltl. Leave the threatl vel-y slnck. Stitches 
$11o11111 )top about 6 inches above the hem, Figure 
19. 

I \  T Figure 17. 

Hnnd crochet a swing tack 1 %  inches long to 
fasten the top of the drapery hem to the top ol 
the lining hem exactly below the tacking. Swing 
tatks may be made like dress belt loops using 
wong threat1 such as a buttonhole twist or two 
or lour strands of heavy thread. Fasten the threatl 
ro the top OF the drapery hem between the lining 
; ~ n t l  tlr;ll)cry by sewing it two or three times in 
tho  \:lme place, Figure 20A. Leave the fourth 
i ~ i r t l l  loose enough for a loop and hand crochet 

Figure 18. A v Figure 19. 

1 

:I rh ;~in  stitch the desired length, about 1 inches, 
biyurc\ 20IZ, C ant1 D. Pull the sewing needle 
111roagh the last loop (Figure 20D) and fasten 
wit11 the needle securely to the top of the lining 
hem. Figure ZOE. 

I 



Kepeat the previous steps half way between 
 he center antl sitles of the tlrapery. On a very 
large tlrapery, tacking and swing tacks shoultl be 
placetl about every 18 inches, Figure 21. 

When the lining is witler than the drapery, pin 
mark or chalk mark 1/2 inch from the etlge ant1 
cut off the lining outsitle of the marks, Figure 22. 

Foltl the lining edges under, covering half 01 
the tlrapery sitle hems, Figure 23. Pin. Foltl 
untler at the top about even with the machine 
stitching. Pin, easing in the lining a little. 

Slip stitch the lining to the tlrapery at the sitles 
;~ntl  top using stitches 1/2 to % inches long, leaving 
the threat1 loose to allow for stretching of either 
lining or tlrapery without puckering. 

Figure 22. A V Figure 23. 

DIVIDING THE DRAPERY PANEL INTO PLEATS 
AND SPACES 

T h e  following example tlivitles the m:itcl.ial 

calculatetl for half of the wintlow. I n  thc es;iml)lc 
on page 5 ,  157y2 is approximately thc w i t l t l l  ~\ . l l i t l l  

31/2, 48-inch witlths woultl make (;~ctu;~lly x 
inches) . This is the witlth of the finisllctl 1111. 

pleatetl tlrapery. Measure your finishctl u~il)lc;~tetl  
panel antl write the measurement in rhe coltr~nrl. 

"Your Drapery Measurements." Follow [ I N .  
shown. 

I Figure 21. 



Your 
Meas 1. b~e:~sure rne exacL 

tlmpery and 
Dr;~pcry Meas1 

Your write thc 
~rements. 

ry will ( 

: measurement 1 

157y2 inches 

2. One tlrape 
(the wintlow i 

3. Atld l inch 
windows use a y2-ir~cn 1 

Fifty-live ir 
between pleats 

:over one-half of 
inches 

inch 

s 108 inc hes wide 

for a l a r ~  
ease on c 

.. . 

for ease . , !--I- 

equal s~ 

-- 

I be divided into 
55 inches 

3 inches 

3y2 inches 
4. Add center overlap. 

itld 1 retL 

'his will 1 
amr pleating. 

1 7. Th 
1 pleats 

No. 1. 

inches) . 
idth of tl he headi 

61% inches 

.king 
from 

96 

e amou 
(157% - 

d in  ma 
(above) 

nt remaining will be use 
- 61%) ; subtract No. 6 I 

1 8. Five to 6 : 
1 to use for eacl 

bunts 
ma- 
pive 

tory amc 
nount of 

terial for pleats ~y rne amounr: tor one pleat will 
the number of pleats zhes + 6 inches : 
pleats) . Since allowa~ each pleat will 
inches, a 6-inch cardboard gauge should be cut 
the word "plez 

9. The numb 
one less than the number of pl 
pleats there wi 
10. Dividing paces (I\ 

number of spaces will determine the width ot 
space I 

16 pleats, 
6 its" writt 

er of spa( 

- .  
en on it, 24. 

leats is a1 
Figure : 

en the pl 
leats. If 

- pleats 

:es betwe 
- .  

ways 
there are 16 

15 spaces ill be 15 spaces. 

the amoi 
. - -  

unt for s Jo. 3) b) . -  - " 
r the 
each 3'55 inches widtl 

sparc (55 inch (width I of spaces 

1 

I 'l)1.1111,1ii.i tcti(l to slack or ease when palle(1 t a u t  T h e  slack can cause draperies to hang 

1 r l ~ c ~ c ,  i \ s~~flicicnt ovcrlap antl allowance for ease. 

:enter unle 

Cut a 3%-inch gauge antl mark it "spaces," 
Figure 25. 

Since there are no marks on a ruler for measur- 
ing thirds, use 11 116 inch, which is about the same 
as two-thirds. 

Use pins to mark the pleats antl spaces; pins 
may be moved to make slight adjustments, il 
needed. 

Spread the drapery flat. 

f Figure 24. 



Figure 2( 
e 

Figure 

P L E A T  PLEAT 

V Figure 27. 

Beginning a t  the sitle of the tlr;~l)ery l):tr~cl 
~vh ich  will be a t  the center o l  the ~vintlow, nlc;t\rtlc 
the space for the overlap. Place pin., str;~iglit 11.0111 
the top. of the crinoline to the bottom etlgc of 1l1c 
crinoline, Figure 24. 

Using the pleat gauge, me;tsllrc ant1 ~ n ; t ~ h  C I  

slxice for a pleat with pins, Figure 24.  

Using the space gauge, mexsulc aritl n l , ~ l  h < I  

space with pins, Figure 25. Repeat until !o11 Il , i \ c  

the correct number of pleats ant1 sl,;lce\. Illrle 

shoultl be 3% inches leEt for the r e t ~ i ~ n  to thc ! \ < I I I .  
Figure 26. 

Xleasure~ncnts for the si/e 01 plc,its '111tI sptl((\ 
rarely will work o ~ i t  exactly. M'tkc netc\\~ll\ 
atljustments by moving the pins sliglitl~, I I ~ I I I S  
sure that the space measurements ;Ire thr \ . I I I I (  

T o  make the pleats foltl right sitle out, tllio[l~$ 

the crinoline, bring the pins at  the sitlc\ ol c , t t l l  

pleat space together antl pin, forming 1,ilgc ~ t t t h \ ,  

Figure 27. Pin all pleats antl measure to scc t l ~ t t  

Ehe drapery will be the correct s i x  ~vhen c t i l t l~e ( l ,  
Figure 28. Machine stitch each pleat from tllc top 

to the bottom of the crinoline. Back stitch I/! r r l t l ~  

a t  both top antl bottom or  tie thre;~tlc l o  I ) I ( \ C I I I  

raveling. 

Divitle each large pleat into three equ;il I ) ~ I I ~ ~  

(Figure 29A) antl sew by hantl at the bottom of 
the crinoline (Figure 29B) . Figure 29(: \Ilorrc 

the finished pleat. I 
Carefully fold the draperies at ple;tt,, Fiyllrc I 

30. Allow to lie foltletl several tl;~ys to 5cl foltl\. 

Insert hooks behind each pleat on the rtit(11inq 
line. T h e  top of the drapery shoultl be ~)l;tcrtl 
1/2 inch above the top of the rot1 when liung. O n ?  

I 
hook sl~oult l  be behind each pleat, at tile tctltcr 

I 
overlap and  in  the return to the wall. I 



In\cf t hooks into tlrapery glitles to hang the 
~ ~ ~ l ) u i c \ .  Atljust the hooks u p  or  t1on.n as neces- 
i t \  lo1 ploper hanging of the tlraperies. 

I)l,rl)eries lor large wintlows or  glass walls may 
r 1)11lk) 'lntl heavy to hantlle. Sometimes it is 
I\~\,rhlc to make these in  two o r  more smaller 
trlcl\. Linings may be brought to the edge of 
I tl)el\ p;tnels, if tlesiretl. Allow for overlap of 
)ol t t  3 inches where tlraperies are joinetl, Figure 

I 

l l ,~ng scp;~rate panels (Figure 31) antl then 
ln :I\ lollows: at  the top use special hooks made 
I joining rcatly-made tlrapery panel$, Figure 32. 
low thc heatling, panels may be joinetl with 
tnq tacks (Figure 20) every 9 to 12 inches. T h e  
I I I ~  t ~ k s  can be clippetl antl joining hooks 
rllo~etl \vhen it is necessary to take the tlraperies 
I \ \  n. 

Figure 30. A 

\tltlition;~l atlvantages ol this p l ; ~ n  are that  
rlt I \  ni'l) be shifted so that areas receiving the 
, ~ ~ c \ t  wear and greater amounts of possible 
nl.t~c l ~ o m  sunlight may be moved to points o l  
\ uc'<tr ;rntl tlam;~ge. Thus ,  a longer period of 
Irllnc\s may be obtained. 

MAKING DRAPERIES WITH PLEATER TAPES 
I:or exact fit of the drapery to drapery rotls: 

1. Place rods at  windows, following the tlirec- 
11s on  1);1ge 14,  Extension Bulletin 971, "Beautify 
u r  \\'intlows ;~nt l  Glass LITalls." 

:I. Stutly different types of pleater tapes. 
oo5e one th ;~t  most nearly fits your needs. Re 
c to choose one that will not shrink. 

rtgure 31. A 
I. Buy pleater tape about three times the 

y ~ l i  ol rods. Purchase approximately I pleater - , A 

)I, lor e;rch 3 inches of rot1 length. 



Figure YY. - 7 rigure 34. 

RETURN ' 10 
IALL 

112" FOR 
HEADING 

112" BOTTOM HEM 

ALLOW 112. nu. 

5. Fit the tape to the rotl. Allo~v 3 i n t l l c \  1111 

overlap a t  the center antl 1/2 inch to ~ L I I I I  ~ I I ~ I ~ I  

a t  each entl of the t;ipe. Starting thcrc, l)lc,rt . I ~ I O I I I  

half ot the tape antl insert the prongs ol I l o ~ l \  

Figure 33. Skip pockets between l)le,it\ I \ I I ( I [  
spaces are tlesiretl. Make p1e;its equ;rl ill \ i / c  c ~ ~ ~ ~ l  
make spaces between pleats cqu;~l  in silt. S L # I I ~ I I I ~  
with the master glitle, hang the plcatetl I , I IX UII  

the rotl as shown in Figure 34. A11o~v 101 .I l t  I L I I I I  

to  the wall. 

6. Cut  the tape antl mark ~vhcl-c llic I look ,  

will be inserted. Mark with 1:1~11itlr~ 111:1rkil]g i11L 

if tlrapes are to be lziuntleretl. I<tj)c:i~ 1111 I I I [  
other sitle of the ~vintlow. h1;il-k t;rpc\ "1.igIi1" .11111 

"left." 

7. M'ith tape on the rotl, me;i5ulc 1ro111 1111 

top  of the tape to determine the 1crlqlI1 (11 
material neetletl. Atltl allowance lor tllc' I I O I I ~ I I I  
hem antl % inch to turn under at tlic top ( $ 1 1  

page 15 in this bulletin if you are m'iking jllccl 

draperies. Drapery then shoultl bc r n , l t l t  ro 111 

the cut tape so that it will exactly l i ~  1111 ~ c r [ l \  
when finished. 

8. Determine the number o l  lcllgtl~r r , c , c , r l ~ , l l  

by tlividing the length of the cut unl)lc;rtc(l lilr;~tcr 

tape by the width of the material, ;rllo~\.irlg I f 1 1  

side hems antl seams, if any. 

9. For lined draperies with pleatel- t,~l)c. ,111~1111 

the l ining to the drapery at  the sitlc5 ;r111l ( C I I ~ O  

before the pleater tape is attachetl. Sclv llrc 11111 

edges of the lining and tlrapery matcri:il I ~ I ~ I , I ~ I C I .  

Figure 35. 

10. W i t h  the right sitle of the rn;l~c~i;~l a11 
baste ant1 stitch the top sitle of [he t;111c ( l ~ r l l k r t  

opening up) to the top right sitle of tlic tlr;lj)rr\ 
material overlapping M inch, Figurc 36. 

Figure 36. I 



lil. Foltl tlie ends of the tape untler antl stitch 
tllc c t l t l 5  to tlie edge of the tlrapery. 

1:;. Piri or baste the tape flat antl stitch to 
the  tls;rl)csy along the lower edge of the tape, 
Fiyorc 98. 

I I .  Finish side and bottom hems. Insert the 
I ) I O I I ~ $  ol the hooks in market1 pockets and hang 
rhr Irni\ltetl draperies on the rods. 

\\lien u~ing sheer material, pin a double hem 
t l~e  nitl th of the tape at the top of the curtain 
I)clotc. :~tt;~ching the tape. This will keep the tape 
hot11 5howing through on the right side of the 
t l~~r l~u  ic5. Re sure to allow for the double hem 
:I[ I I N  to11 when purchasing and cutting the lengths. 

UNLINED DRAPERIES 

I~ollox the directions for measuring for lined 
i l t ; r l~~ics .  Aleasure the width of the crinoline and 
;111[1 r l l i5 itmount to each length of material pur- 
111;rrctl. Tliis length is atltletl to allow lor cover- 
i 1 1 ~  11tc back of the crinoline. If you want to 
tloul~le the bottom hems, one atlditional hein witlth 
:il\o rnLr\L be atltled to each length. Machine-made 
ilr;r]~cris\ ])robably are more satisfactory if unlined 
,111tl il r~i;~cliine is atljustetl to prevent puckering. 

( : l r t  off' selvages. Use French seams in joining 
lilt l c ~ ~ ~ t l i s  oP material. This will prevent ravel- 
 in^ ;rtitl give a better appearance from outside of 
11ie ~itltlon.. 

I'OI I~cm\, turn the raw etlges untler about 
I{ incli; turn the material the desired width. Pin 
he1115 ,rntl press, being sure the folds are on the 
thlr,rtl hliter lower corners as for lined draperies. 

O\.erlnp the crinoline 1 inch on tlie wrong side 
rt tllc roll of the drapery and stitch. T u r n  the 
il.inoiinc to the wrong side and push the crinoline 

well into the foltl. Tu rn  the crinoline clown again 
so that the back side of the crinoline is covei-etl. 

For pleating, follow the directions for linetl 
draperies. 

Weights for unlined draperies may be ~~lace t l  
inside the lower hem at the side hems and seams 
before the lower hem is stitched. 

Sheer draperies are more attractive and provide 
more privacy when they are very full. The  amount 
of fullness may vary from 250 to 400 percent (2% 
to 4 times the width of the window). 

Cut off selvages and draw threads to straighten 
material. 

Sheer draperies are more attractive when all 
of the hems and the material covering the front 
side of the crinoline are doubled. T o  make tlouble 
hems, turn the raw etlges the width tlesiretl for the 
hem and press. T u r n  again. Pin, press antl sew 
using a loose slip stitch. 

T o  double the material in front of the crino- 
line, overlap the crinoline y2 inch on the wrong 
side of the material; pin and stitch. T u r n  the 
crinoline down on the wrong side pushing the 
crinoline well into the top foltl and turn again. 
Pin and press. 

T o  determine the amount of material neetletl 
for sheer draperies, measure as shown on page 4 .  
T o  each length of material needed, add twice the 
width of the crinoline and twice the witlth ol 
the hem. 

Use fabric covered lead shot for weight in 
bottom hems, Figure 2. 

Slip stitch the back and front of the tloubletl 
hems together at the ends, Figure 2. 
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