11:45-1:00
1:25-2:40

Week 6 lecture
Communicating Complexity
February 19, 2020
Today
· Personal Narrative Final Drafts Due[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For a full description of this assignment, see:  http://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/187076.] 

· “Childhood Leukemia Was Practically Untreatable Until Dr. Don Pinkel and St. Jude Hospital Found a Cure”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Sides H. Childhood Leukemia Was Practically Untreatable Until Dr. Don Pinkel and St. Jude Hospital Found a Cure. Smithsonian Magazine2016.] 

Next Tuesday
· Interview Narrative Rough Drafts due[footnoteRef:3] [3:  For a full description of this assignments, see:  http://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/187100.] 

· “Shreds of a Flowered Shirt”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Transue ER. Shreds of a Flowered Shirt. JAMA. 1995;273(8):623.] 

· “Watchers”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Massad LS. Watchers. In: Young RK, ed. A Piece of My Mind:  A New Collection of Essays from JAMA. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.; 2000:48-50.] 


Attendance
· Pass attendance sheet around
Course Business
Personal Narrative Final Drafts
Let’s start today by opening the floor for any questions you might have about the personal narrative final drafts that are due tonight.
What questions would you like to ask me about that assignment?
Interview Narrative Rough Drafts
Of course, next week your interview narrative rough drafts are due.
How is that assignment going?
How many of you have already interviewed someone?
How did that go?
What questions do you have about that assignment?
Remember, it’s a good idea to have plans B, C, D, etc. in place!
Reading
I know this week’s reading was on the long side, but what did you think about it?
· What did you like?  Why?
· What didn’t you like?  Why?

Aside from length, what about this reading was different from other narratives we’ve read this semester?
There are many possibilities here, but the one I want to develop is that, because of its length, the author was able to bring in many different voices to this story.
What sources do you think that Sides used to write this story?
· Interviews!
This story, then, serves as an outstanding example of the kind of story that becomes possible when you interview multiple subjects.
Obviously, none of your stories are going to be this detailed or nuanced.  You simply don’t have the room to work with. 
Nevertheless, I’d like you to reflect on how Sides draws us into this amazing story and how deftly he uses the details gleaned from interviews to paint pictures for us and to make us feel as if we know the characters personally.
Let’s now turn our attention to the structure of this story.  
Get some preliminary thoughts (depending on time) and then break them up into groups of 4-5 students.  Have them as a group identify:
· Primary character(s)
· Complication
· Obstacles
· Resolution

Bring them back to discuss as a whole class what they thought.  Have groups share what they identified for each category.
Obviously, this is a far more complicated piece than any we’ve worked with before.  Because of that complexity, we’re likely not going to get closure on any of these questions.  Nevertheless, I hope we can all agree that this interview narrative does follow the same structure of story as the shorter pieces we’ve read.
Communicating Complexity
Of course, there were other reasons I assigned this reading.  For instance, this story does an amazing job of explaining highly technical information to a general audience.
A challenge many of you may face in writing your interview narrative is that your subject may describe complicated topics using language that isn’t appropriate for the audience you identify.
Even if you don’t face that challenge for the next assignment, though, you will face this challenge for the final, capstone assignment for the course.  Indeed, that’s the whole point of the capstone project!
As such, this is a good time to begin thinking about strategies you can use to make complicated information easier for lay audiences to understand.
Think/pair/share
I’d like all of you to work together with your neighbors to identify 2-3 pieces of technical information that Sides communicates
Once you’ve identified each piece, dissect it to see what principles he uses to make that information accessible.
Give students the time they need for this, probably about 5 minutes or so.
Bring them back to a class discussion, having groups share some of the methods they identified.
PowerPoint
Go over PowerPoint on communicating complexity.

Process Check
If there is a lot of time left over, have groups pull up either “Christian Warriner”[footnoteRef:6] or “Luhan Yang,”[footnoteRef:7] identifying methods that those authors use to communicate complex scientific concepts. [6:  Thompson H. Christina Warriner uncovers ancient tales in dental plaque. Science News. Vol 1922017.]  [7:  Witze A. Luhan Yang strives to make pig organs safe for human transplants. Science News. Vol 1922017.] 
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