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Week 06 Lecture Notes
Primary vs. Secondary Literature
February 18, 2020
This week
· Memo/Annotated Bibliography Rough Draft Due[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For a complete description of this assignment, see:  http://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/187152.] 

Next week
· Memo/Annotated Bibliography Peer Reviews Due
Attendance
· Pass attendance sheet around
Course Business
Abstracts
I’m about half way through grading your abstracts.  I should be done by next week.  As a rule, I try to get everything graded within two weeks.  I am NOT always successful.  If I’m finished grading before next Tuesday, I’ll send out an email to let you know.
Questions about memo/annotated bibliography rough drafts due tonight?
How are things going with your rough drafts?  
Is Turnitin behaving itself?
Topic Selection
Is anyone still having trouble finding a topic idea?
If so, go over demonstration of Web of Science, showing them how search and refine their search until they hit upon a topic.
Primary vs. Secondary Sources[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Recognizing the differences between primary and secondary sources is an important skill that many students find challenging.  Although it would be nice to give this lecture before their rough drafts are due, there are many other issues that take precedence.  It’s also not necessarily bad to have this talk later because students tend to be more receptive to lessons after they’ve had some time to wrestle with issues.  There’s a chance that if I gave this talk earlier in the semester, students would find it too abstract to be meaningful.] 

Before we get started today, I feel like we’ve hit that point in the semester where tensions are starting to run high.  I’d therefore like to take just a minute to break through some of that tension.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  This is an active learning module that I’ve developed to introduce primary vs. secondary sources.  Students find it an engaging activity and it makes the point quickly.  As it turns out, this lecture is inevitably timed to coincide with midterms, so this also serves as a nice ice breaker that helps maintain good rapport.] 

I’d like you all to take a minute to share with your neighbor what you’re planning on doing this coming weekend.  I know it’s a long time off, still, but we all need something to look forward to. 
Give students a couple of minutes to talk about their plans.
Okay, I heard some bits and pieces while y’all were talking, but I’m interested to learn some of the things y’all have planned.
Ask a person what their neighbor is doing this weekend.
· Repeat several times
· Each time, start probing a bit deeper until the student doesn’t know the details of what their neighbor is doing.  For instance, ask who they’re going with, how long they’ve been involved with a group, where they grew up, who teaches their class, etc.
Let me ask you, does it make a lot of sense to be asking your neighbor what you’re doing this weekend?
· Why or why not?
· Point out that it didn’t take long before each person ran out of relevant information.
This is the difference between primary and secondary sources!
When you’re getting information straight from the horse’s mouth, you’re getting it from a primary source.  When you’re getting that information second hand, you’re getting it from a secondary source.
There are lots of different kinds of primary and secondary sources.  When dealing with formal, science writing, however, there is really only one kind of primary source that counts, the journal article.  Review articles and books count as secondary sources.  However, even there it’s not quite so cut and dried.
Go over PowerPoint[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Note that the end of the PowerPoint calls for students to do the “Primary vs. Secondary Sources Worksheet” that is handed out in class.  This is done as a think/pair/share exercise.  For a copy of the worksheet, see:  http://hdl.handle.net/1969.1/177496.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Okay, so I’m hopeful all of you have a better grasp on the differences between primary and secondary literature.  Sometimes the differences can be subtle so watch out.  If someone, including me or Rachel, flags one of your sources as secondary, go back and check and use your own judgement.  We’ll be making our evaluations based on the title and your description.  No one has time to find, download, and read all of your articles.  If you can make a case that you have a primary reference, then appeal our decision and we can make adjustments to your grade accordingly.





