INTHIS ARTICLE COMIC, WE PRESENT THE STORY OF EXCAVATION & RECONSTRUCTION OF A
SEVENTEEN CENTURY PORTUBUESE NAU, THE NOSSA SENHORA DOS MARTIRES.-
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AFTER A
SIX-MONTH VOYAGE
RETURNING FROM
INDIA, NAU SUNK ON
SEPTEMBER 14TH,
1606 IN TAGUS RIVER
VERY CLOSE TO
LisBoN [1]-

STORY OF A SEVENTEEN
CENTUEY POETUGUESE NAU

IT IS CALLED
PEPPER WRECK SINCE
NAUS CARRIED AN ENORMOUS
AMOUNT OF PEPPERCOENS IN
/  ADDITION TO A VARIETY OF OTHER
TRADE GOODS. PEPPERCORN, USED TO
SEASON FOOD, WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT SPICE IN PORTUGUESE
TRADE. SPECIAL BOXES WERE BUILT
\  INTO THE HOLDS OF THE SHIPS TO
STORE THE PEPPER, TAKING UP
MOST OF THE SPACE
AVAILABLE ON THE LOWER _
= DECKS.- <

¥

B
EPPEE BOXES BUILT
INTO THE HOLD RUPTURED,AND THE SPILLED
|PEPPER FORMED A BLACK TIDE THAT EXTENDED 1
OF LEAGUES ALONG THE COAST- THE BEACHES ON
THE TAGUS MOUTH WEEE FULL OF PEPFPER FOR
YEAES- THIS |S WHERE THE NAME PEPPER WEECK

IN 1996 AND 1997, EXCAVATIONS WERE CONDUCTED
ON THE WEECK SITE UNDEE THE DIRECTION OF DE.-
CASTEC AND DB- FEANCISCC ALVES, WHO WAS THEN
DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEU NACIONAL DE ARRUEOLOGIA
(NATIONAL MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOEY) IN LISBON.-

it oLty
THE REMAINS OF THE NAU STAYED UNDISTUEBED UNDEE | TO HAVE BEEN EXCAVATED BY
TAGUS RIVER FOR 350 YEARS- ARCHAEOLOGISTS.- :




VERY LITTLE HAS BEEN
KNOWN ABoUT INDIA
NAUS. THEY WEEE
BUILT IN A
PERE-INDUSTEIAL ERA
THEEE WEEE N©
DEAWN PLANS- ONLY
FEW BECORDS EXIST
FEOM THAT PERIOD- IN
SPITE OF BEING
COMPLEX MACHINES,
THE CONSTRUCTION OF
NAUS BELIED MOSTLY
ON FPEACTICAL
KNOWLEDGE AND
TEADITION AND THEY
BELONGED TC A

LOOSE.

AETWORKS OF
INDIA NAUS EXIST,
BUT AETIST
INTEEPEETATIONS
TEND T© BE

PEPPER WEECK IS
CUREENTLY ©OUE
ONLY INFOEMATION
FEOM SUCH AN
IMPOETANT EEA OF
INTEENATIONAL
TEADE.

SPHEEE OF
KNOWLEDGE THAT DID
NOT ATTRACT MANY
ScHochies. BECAUSE THEY WERE AN INCONSPICUOUS PART
OF THE LANDSCAPE, NOBODY BOTHERED TO
PAINT THEM IN DETAIL -
I [ mul I 1 I

ONLY SOME OF THE ITEMS THAT EREMAIN OF PEFPPER WEECK TODAY ARE
ON DISPLAY AT THE LISBON NAVAL MUSEUM. THE COLLECTION OF
ARTIFACTS INCLUDES A SMALL POETION OF THE HULL, ALONG WITH MANY
ARTIFACTS INCLUDING GUNS, ANCHORS, ASTROLABES, PORCELAIN
DISHES, PEWTER PLATES, TRINKETS AND CERAMIC POTS-

GRANDOLA,
VILA MORBENA /

THIS PANEL IS 4 VISUAL HOMAGE TO HEEGE, TINTIN AND BEOKEN EAE-

TEADITIONAL PHYSICAL MUSEUMS ARE
NOT SUITABLE FOR PUBLIC
DISSEMINATION OF BICH HISTORY OF
HUMAN EXPEEIENCE- THERE IS,
THEEEFORE, A STRONG NEED FOR
ALTEENATIVE PEESENTATIONS -

AS AN ALTEENATIVE, WE MAKE COMPUTEE BECONSTERULTIONS OF HISTORICAL ARTIFACTS- OUR
VISUALIZATION OF THE 8TH LEVELS OF PEPPER WRECK NAU, SHOWN HERE, DEMONSTEATES HOW
COMPLEX THESE MACHINES WEERE. VIETUAL RECONSTRULTIONS ALLOWS US TO RECREATE THE
ENVIEBONMENT THAT DEMONSTEATE HOW THE PEOPLE LIVED IN ANCIENT FAST. TO UNDERSTAND THE
PAST, IT 1S CRUCIAL TO &0 BEYOND TRADITIONAL MUSEUM ENVIRONMENT AND CREATE VIETUAL
RECONSTRUCTIONS THAT DEMONSTRATES THE COMPLEXITIES OF OUR ANCIENT PAST.
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