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BASIC PROGRAMS

Basrc programs aid the darryman in making on-the- =
farm decisions on feeding, breeding, management: and

~ cost analyses. These records are not usedin the genet--
_ic appraisal of cows and sires or in the promotron and

sale of animals. This program is to be conducted en-

tirely by dairymen. If the dairyman is interested in a-

supervised program, he should examine the beneﬁts of -
a private-or official program. All basic programs are
returned on forms desrgned for this: program L

® BHM - Milk welghts are: obtained arong with mukfat :
- samples if the dairyman desires. The program al- -
lows the dairyman four OptiOﬂS for the mrikfat test.

e Individual cow - From each cow, amrlkfat sam- =

ple is obtained, and the sample is sent to a cen-
- tral milk testing Iaboratory e
e Planttest - The dairyman uses the plant test as
an indicator of milkfat for each cow in the herd.
e Breed average - The dairyman uses the breed
~ average as an indicator-of milkfat from each cow

i e herd. He can have more than one breed =

G None - No mﬁkfat frgure is used

@® Association - To enroll in abasrc program no local

Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) needs =2
to be operating in your Qeographrcal area - :

® Supervisor - No supervisor is needed.

@ Dairyman - It takes a willing darryman to enroﬁ e

basic program. The dairyman does all the recording ey
and weighing. Once enrolled, the da,tryman should:



use his records for better management and de-A
cisionmaking: :

@ Measuring Devices - Any type of measuring de-
vice may be used.

,WHAT MUST BE REPORTED
MONTHLY? :

. Dalryman --The dan'yman mamtams a form for.
“recording dates for calving, drying off.. dzsposais'
~aborting, breedmgs and heats. He records his own’
milk weights and obtains-a’ sample for a mﬂkfat
~ analysis if appropriate. In addition to the dates; he
_also keeps identification of calves and reasons for
~disposing of cows. All this information should be
- kept by the dalryman for. hrs normal operanon

WHAT CAN A DAIRYMAN EXPECT?

S Cuﬂing ‘An immediaie use of the records is for

- culling. Cows are ranked by their. relative position in
- the herd based on 4 percent 1at corrected mik; total
_ income from milk, mature equivalent production and
product value. Also; when a cow completes a lacta-
_“tion, a notation is made on a special section of the
“sheet. All this information can help the dairyman in_
~making -sound cuumg dec&snons : 5

e Management - Although the man in management

-is-the most important part, he is limited by available
mformatlon -Records give him individual cow or
~~herd summary mformatlen for makmg management
decnsnons S

: . Producnon - Records are furmshed on- Cows by :
- test day weights, lactatton to date and complele lac-
tatton . :

o Reproductaon - A ma;er probfem assoczaied with a
dairy.operation-is reproduction: Records show the
age at calving, the number of breedings. bred date ~ -
and due date- Herd summary mformat:on gives the
reproductwe status ot the herd :



®_ Mastitis - An optional program is the Wlsconsm
Mastitis test, a screening test for mastitis. The sub-
clinical test provides a routine, early defense-warn-
ing mechanism to use in herd health programs: The

dairyman performs t ‘thlS test on an unpreserved mnlk

sample.
{ Specnal Options - Several features of the com-

puterized DHI program are available on an optional. |
basis in addition to the standard- program. These |
options provide extra service and information for

herd management for dairymen requestmg such
services. Available hstmgs mclude '

o Spec:al management I|st mcludmg
--Cows open over 30 days T
Cowsduetocalve - =
-Cows to turn dry

'oAMPMrecord

Your county Extensnon agent has more mformatton

- _coneerning this program, or you may centact The Ex-
_tension Dairy Specialist, The Texas -A&M University
- System, 110 Herman Heep Bu1ld|ng, Coﬂege Station,

Texas 77843 : . > 2

~ This leaflet was'prepafed"by Michael A.
Tomaszewski Extension dairy specialist,
The Texas A&M University System

~Educational programs conducted by the Texas Agricultural Exten-
~-sion Service serve people of all ages regardless of socio- economrc :
- levels, race, color, sex, religion or-national-otigin.-

‘Cooperative Exiension Work in Agrlculture and- Home Economccs

- The Texas A&M University.System and the United States Depart-
~- ment of -Agricuiture cooperating: -Distributed in furtherance of the -

 Acts of Congress of May 8,1914, as amended, and June 30, 1914
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