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Starter Ration

The stomach of a starved, stressed pig usually
cannot handle a high protein ration without nu-
tritional scours developing.

Two methods exist for starting feeder pigs on
feed. One is to start the pigs on a well-balanced,
fortified and medicated 13 to 14 percent protein
ration. The addition of a bulk factor such as
rolled oats or wheat bran reduces the problem of
gut edema and allows the pigs to eat free-choice
from a self-feeder. After 7 to 10 days on the low
protein ration, switch the pigs to a higher protein
ration. Pigs under 40 pounds should receive 18
percent protein; pigs over 50 pounds should re-
ceive 16 percent protein. Pigs from 40 to 50
pounds should receive a 16 or 18 percent protein
ration. It is better to gauge the time to change
rations by the pigs’ condition rather than by
weight only.

Another method is to start the pigs on a well-
balanced, fortified and medicated 16 to 18 per-
cent protein ration. However, the pigs must be
adjusted gradually to full-feed to prevent nutri-
tional scours. For the first 3 to 5 days, this ration
must be limitfed or cut one-fourth with rolled
oats or wheat bran and self-fed. Continued, low
level feeding of antibiotics often has a beneficial
effect until the pigs reach about 150 pounds.

In mixing your own pig feed, guard against
anemia in newly purchased pigs by adding 2
pounds of ferrous sulfate per ton of feed for a
few weeks. The addition of 1 pound of copper
sulfate per ton of feed may have an antibacterial
effect, but it should not be used if a lagoon sys-
tem is employed.

Parasite Control

Worm feeder pigs on day of receipt or 214
weeks later. Worming between these dates is not
recommended because it may complicate the ship-
ping fever problem. Worm pigs with dichlorvos,
piperazine or Tramisol. Heavily infested pigs
should be re-treated after 4 weeks to kill worms
that were migrating during the first treatment.

Treat pigs with a lice and mange control spray
3 weeks after arrival and when the weather is
favorable. Never pick a windy, cold day to spray
pigs. (More information on control of internal
and external parasites is available from your county

*Each of the aforementioned products should be checked to see
that they have not been removed from the approved FDA list
of animal drugs and chemicals.

agricultural agent. Ask for MP-718, “Parasitic Dis-
eases of Swine,” and MP-691, “Texas Guide for
Controlling External Parasites of Livestock and
Poultry.”)

Tail-Biting

Tail-biting is a problem that often occurs
when pigs are finished in confinement. Many
possible causes have been suggested, but no pri-
mary cause has been identified. Stress, poor nu-
trition and boredom appear to precipitate the
problem.

The following management is recommended to
avoid stress and help curb tail-biting.

1. Provide adequate pen, feeder and watering

space.

2. Keep the pen as dry as possible.

3. Feed a well-balanced, fortified ration with

adequate protein.

The boredom factor may be reduced by allow-
ing pigs to play with such objects as chains, tires,
boards or bowling balls.

Providing free-choice mineral, free-choice dirt
or free-choice hay has also been credited with
stopping tail biting. Docking the pigs’ tails about
1 inch from the base may be necessary to prevent
tail-biting.

Management of newly purchased feeder pigs
is critical, particularly during the first 2 weeks
following arrival. Pigs require comfortable quar-
ters, adequate nutrition, disease and parasite con-
trol and close supervision. Death losses above 2 per-
cent result in undesirable profit margins. If health
problems should occur, call your veterinarian.

Information in this fact sheet is for educational purposes
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