








Barley can be made into good-quality hay if
cut at the early dough stage and before the awns
become hard. Recent increases in cattle feedlot
activity should improve market demand for feed
barley grown in the state.

Spring Seeding of Small Grains

Spring seeding of wheat, oats and barley is not
recommended because yields have been much lower
than from fall-seeded varieties. Spring-seeded crops
must become established during a period of low
rainfall, cool temperatures, high winds and spring
freezes. When the fall-seeded crop is winter-killed,
spring seeding may be substituted.

Grain Marketing

Grain producers may elect to (1) contract their
crop to a local buyer before harvest and then fulfill
the contract by delivering the grain at harvest for
cash; (2) “hedge” their growing crop on the futures
market, and then liquidate the “hedge” at harvest
and deliver the grain to a local buyer for cash;
(8) deliver and sell their crop at harvest to a local
buyer for cash; (4) store their harvested crop either
on-farm or in a commercial elevator for later cash
sale; or (5) place their harvested crop in an approved
facility where government loan is available for later
cash sale either to a local buyer or by redeeming

the loan and delivering title of the grain to govern-
ment. Others suitably equipped may choose to
market all or a portion of their crop for seed
purposes.

Each marketing method has advantages and dis-
advantages. For example, where the producer elects
to store grain at his expense for some later cash
sale, estimated dry matter and moisture shrinkage
must be computed, along with storage-handling
and interest costs. These costs must be compared
with expected future changes in cash prices to de-
termine the profitability of this option.

Economics of Production

Increased production efficiency is possible by
adopting practices proved through research and
result demonstrations. Decisions to adopt improved
production practices are made by considering added
costs versus added returns due to the change in
practices. Production practices which affect costs
and income most should receive first consideration.
Soil fertility, land preparation, insect control, weed
control, disease control, variety selection and har-
vesting will greatly influence the profitability of a
small grain crop.

Adequate records and accounts are necessary for
measuring progress and making changes in produc-
tion practices.

Estimated yield, price, income, production costs, harvesting costs and income over specified costs per acre for wheat, oats and barley

Yield—Dbushels per acre
Price—dollars per bushel
Grazing—4 months @ $3 per month
Income—dollars per acre'
Preharvest costs per acre
Seed—(wheat 1 bushel, oats 21/, bushels, barley 11, bushels)
Insecticide
Fertilizer—80-40-0
Machinery
Labor
Insurance
Interest on operating capital—89% for 6 months
Total specified preharvest costs
Harvesting costs per acre
Combining and windrowing of oats
Hauling—custom 7¢ per bushel
Total specified harvesting costs
Total specified preharvest and harvesting costs

Income over specified costs®

Wheat __Oats _Barley
30 56 38
1.25 .60 .80
12.00 12.00 12.00
$49.50 $45.60 $42.40
$ 2.50 $ 3.75 $ 3.00
1.00 1.00 1.00
10.00 10.00 10.00
4.52 4.52 4,52
3.83 3.83 3.83
1.50 1.50 1.50
.93 .98 .95
$24.29 $25.58 $24.80
$ 3.50 $ 4.50 $ 3.50
2.10 3.92 2.66

$ 5.60 $ 8.42 $ 6.16
$29.89 $34.00 $30.96
$19.61 $11.60 $11.44

Cultural practices, usual dates, times over, hours per acre, cost per hour, cost per acre for wheat, oats and barley

Cultural Usual Times Hours per acre Cost per hour Cost per acre
practice dates over Labor Machinery Labor Machinery Labor Machinery
Oneway June 1 46 .40 1.50 1.88 .69 75
Disc Aug.-Sept. 1 .51 42 1.50 1.88 a7 79
Drill and fertilizing Sept.-Oct. 1 .28 .25 1.50 1.88 42 47
Fertilizing Feb.-Mar. 1 a3 A 1.50 1.88 .20 21
Spray Mar.-April 1 17 .16 1.50 1.88 .25 .30
Harvest May-June 1 1.00 .80 1.50 2.50 1.50 2.00
Total 2.55 2.14 3.83 4.52

*Income does not include any government payments.

*Costs do not include unallocated overhead costs such as interest, taxes and insurance on farm real estate and machinery, depreciation

on farm buildings and machinery, and pickup expense.
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