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the pores of the wood. When the young worms hateh, they eut irregular
winding galleries into the wood.

Some pecies of these ants are about the largest found in the home and
may reaeh 1,4 ineh in length. They get their name due to the habit
of eonstrueting nests in decaying wood. However, sweets are among
their favorite food. They do not feed upon the wood in hieh they
build their nests, but may weaken house timber. Their nests usually

re under or near the home.
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Description and Habits

Centipedes are grayish-brown with 1 pair of legs per body segment.
The house eentipede feeds upon inseets while the garden eentipede may
feed upon the fine roots of garden and ornamental plants. Some specie
ean inflict a painful bite but there is no record in this eountry of their
harming a person seriously.

Millipedes are dark brown to black, worm-like in appearance~ and have
2 pairs of legs per body segment. They feed on decaying vegetable
matter, but some species may feed upon the roots and leaves of plants
growing in damp soil. Millipedes may become serious pests in green­
houses.

A number of species of these eight-Ieg'ged relatives of insects are often
bothersome in Texas households. The black widow spider is the only
species in Texas whose bite is dangerous to man. The female blaek
widow spider is easily recognized by the red hour-glass-shaped spot on
the underside of the abd'omen. Spiders are beneficial in that they feed
upon inseets.

The common scorpion is erab-like in appearance and has a long, seg­
mented tail-like abdomen ending in a bulbous sae and stinging organ.
Seorpions are aetive at night, hiding during the day beneath loose stones,
loose bark of fallen trees, boards, piles of lumber, and within walls
of buildings. Brick and stone houses are usually more attractive to
seorpions than those of wood eonstruetion. The scorpions that oecur
in Texas are not, considered dangerously poisonous.

Earwigs are dark reddish-brown beetl~like insects up to 4/5 inch long
with a pair of pinche.rs or forceps on the end of the abdomen. They are
usually found in flower beds and grass near the house foundation and
are brought into houses with vegetables, cut flowers or other infested
material. Earwigs are generally feeders on flowers. Some species feed
on other insects and decaying matter. Earwigs are active at night and
hide in the soil or some protective place during the day.

Most wasps are beneficial to man in that they destroy harmful insects.
However, when they build nests near the home, they ean beeome a serious
nuisance due to their painful stings. Wasps bothersome to man may
be divided into the following major groups: HOR ETS and YELLOW
JACKETS, RED and BLACK WASPS (polistes), and MUD DAUBERS.
The three groups ean usually be distinguished by their nests. Hornets
and yei]]ow jackets construet large globular nests of paper-maehe material
formed by ehewing paper, rotted wood and dead leaves. The red and
black wasps build their nests of paper-like material, also, but they are
eireular eomb-like struetures eomposed of cells that open downward.
Mud dauber nests eonsist of a group of cells construeted of clay.
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operator.

Use inseetieides reeommended for ant eontrol inside the home. Loeate
nests, if possible, and spray or dust into the tunnels.

Control

House eentipedes should not be eontrolled unless they become a nuisanee.
Household sprays containing 5% DDT or pyrethrum wi'll eontrol them
inside the home. Where eentipedes become a pest outside the home, dust
with 10% ehlordane or 5% DDT.

Commercially prepared baits are effective for millipede eontrol. Dusting
outside the home with DDT or chlordane, as recommended for centipedes,
may give fair eontrol.

Clean up all trash and debris under and around the house. Spray or
dust outside the home with lindane, dieldrin, or chlordane. Follow the
directions on manufaeturers' labe'ls for mixing sprays. Use a 0.2 to
0.5% lindane, 0.5% dieldrin or 2% ehlordane household spra.y inside
the home and spray around windows, door facings and other places where
spide'rs are found.

Remove or destroy aeeumulations of old lumber, boxes, rags, bricks,
wood trash, ete. Apply 0.5% dieldrin or 0.5% lindane sprays to base­
boards, moldings and around small eraeks or crevices in the home.
Spray with similar sprays or dusts under the house and surrounding
area with dieldrin or lindane dust. Repeat applieation as often as
needed. If severe pain or slight systemie disorder should oeeur as a
result of the sting, bathe the affected area with weak ammonia solution.
If this does not give relief, obtain medical aid.

Earwigs may be controlled by spraying or dusting with ehlordane, diel­
drin, or Sevin, or by the use of eommercially prepared baits. Apply
a 10% chlordane, 20/0 dieldrin or 5% Sevin dust to flower beds or other
places they frequent outside the home. If a spray is prefe,rred, follow
direetions on the manufacturers' labels. Tboroug'h treatment outside
the home should eliminate these pests and prevent their entrance into
the home.

Wasps ean be eontrolled by applying either DDT, chlordane, or dieldrin
as a dust or spray to their nests. Use 10% DDT or chlordane dust
or 2% dieldrin dust. If sprays are used, follow directions on the manu­
facturers' labels. Use a 5% DDT, 2% chlordane or 0.5% dieldrin
household spray inside the home. Wasp are eontrolled best at night
when they are less active.



PRECAUTIONS

Most household insecticides are poisonous and
should be handled with care.

Use Pesticides Safely

1. Read and follow the directions on the con­
tainer label and heed all precautions.

2. In handling insecticides, avoid repeated or
prolonged contact with the skin and prolonged In­
halation of spray mists.

3. Do not spray oil solutions near an open
flame such as the pilot light on a stove or water
heater.

4. Do not contaminate food, dishes, cooking or
eating utensils.

5. To prevent smears, allow surfaces sprayed with
oil solutions to dry before rubbing against them.

6. Oil solutions of DDT that are too strong
may cause a white "bloom" on dark surfaces. Wear­
ing rubber gloves, remove the white crystals with
furniture polish or kerosene.

7. Dispose of empty containers, rags, papers
and other materials contaminated with the insecti­
cide so that they pose no hazard to humans, animals
or valuable plants.

8. Do not puncture or incinerate pushbutton
spray cans.

9. Store insecticides under lock and key in
closed, well-labeled original containers in a dry
place where they cannot contaminate foodstuffs and
where children or pets cannot reach them.

10. After using insecticides, always wash hands
and face before eating or smoking.
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