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TRENDS AFFECTING THE OUTLOOK FOR 1952

I. De("ense spending wi I I increase.
2. De("ense industries will use more materials and labor.
3. £mp/~ym nt and incomes- will rise.
4. Agri(ulfural production will continue high.
5. No all-ouf war is expected in /952.
6. Confrols and allocations perhaps will be stronger in 1952.
7. Consumers' durable items such as cars, houses, equipment,

wi II be reduced.
8. Demand ("or ("arm products will continue strong.

A t ady rise in over-all
produc~ion i expected in 1952.
Ho ever, a large part of it will
go into the rearmament program.
Little, if any, ·ncrea e is ex-
pected in the p oduction of ci-
vilian goods. Thi gs hould
begin to ea e toward he end of
1952.

Pro pective higher demand
for family living item probably
ill be greater than the avail-
able upply, e pecially during

the last si month
Net incomes of farm families

may be.sbout the ame in 1952 as
in 1951. Ho ever, the income of

families from non-farm ork
record high and i expected to
continue to rise a more omen
and youth join th

ith moderately higher
family living costs in prospect,

items familie ill be ble to
buy may not show any change over
1a t ye r.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN FARM FAMILIES

number of services ne d d inChanges in farm fam-
ilie influence the kind and the community. cilitie •



ervices, and prOlra a like-
ly .ill need to be adjusted

to the needs of di I I~rent ale
groups in the f.r~ I."ily.

1. Migr tion fro rural to urban areas.
2. Recl sification from rural to urb;n popul tion.
3. Ch nge in ge distribution - more babies, more young children,

fe er youths from 10 to 2 years, and more older people.
4. ives nd children of servicemen returning to parental homes.
5. Incre e in number of om n orking outside the home in farm

and non-E rm work.
6. Improvement in health and provi ion for some form of health

in ur nce.

. Food'.... ·
• ... f •

The food outlook for 1952
features lightly more food
vailable to con umer, perhaps
at prices a little higher than
1951. Con umer , moreover, are

expected to have more dollar
available for buying food.

eat consumption probably

ill be up a little depending on
the farmers decision to m r et
their cattle. There .ill be a
little less canned and a little
-more fresh and frozen fish than
in 1951.

Supplies of egg , chic ens
and turkeys .ill be 1 rger,



etin 8 probable·hilher con-
a tion.

Lea butter i. the only
cb ge on dairy products 0 t 100 •

There will be plenty of fats
nd oil •

Supplies of fresh frui ts and
vegetables will depend to Ire t
extent upon weather condition.

Con u tion of dri d fruit ay
ri e bec use of 1 r e upplies
t lower pr·ces. C nn d and

frozen frui and fruit juices
r plentiful. There will be

plenty of c nned and froa n ve -
t.ble • dried bean and pas.

C r al products e cept for
ric. will cost re.

There is plenty of u ar.

. Clothing: ....
). ..

The textile ·ndustry does
not foresee any gre t difficulties
in man-power and textile materi-
als. The quality of ome tex-
tiles, however, m y be lowered
because of shortages of chemi-
cals used in finishes.

Shortage of ulphur may
affect the supplies of rayon
textiles. Some new m n-made
(ibers we have read ab~ut may
not reach the rltet before 1953.

There will be more blendinl

of fibers during 1952. Cons rs
will need to be alert in their
hopping reg8,din the e new
textiles. Labels will be ever
so i portant for info~ tion on
serviceability and care.

HousinQ.....

A cutback in bui Idinl dur inl the month ju t ahe d i fore-



seen. By ummer, 1952, some
authorities expect the worst of
th materials crisi to be past.

The de ire of rural families for
remodeling is still on an upward
trend.

WILDING MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

The production of basic
materials for construction is
expected to be at a peak rate
during 1952. Due to the national
emergency, demands for these
materials undoubtedly will ex-
ceed production. Government re-
s t ric t ions wi 11 d irec t the s upp I y
into most essential uses. It is
expected that government con-
trols will favor farm construc-
t ion over less es sent ial type s 0 f
construction.

Many products containing
steel, copper and aluminum such
as builders hardware, electrical
devices, plumbing and heating
equipment and general hardware
supplies will be dependent upon
the supply of these metals.
Substitutions of less critical
materials may influence quality.

Paints probably ill remain
plentiful. Quality may be lower
due to shortages of certain chem-
icals.

L~mber and lumber products. The
national supply is plentiful.
Area shortages may occur on
account of transportation diffi-
culties or unusual regional de-
mands.

Plywood will become scar~er as
more of it is used as a s~bsti­

tute for sheet metal.

Cement is only slightly below
capacity in production, but area
shortages probably will occur
dup. to difficulties in transport-
ation or unusual local condi-
t ions.



senti I

ade for
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Masonry nd cIa products should
pres nt no problem.

board a~

non-metallic roofing hould be
plentiful but they ill be~ome

scarcer as they are u ed as sub-
stitute

n genera an ample up.ply of
building ma 6 erial and upplies
dur ing the next ix months should
exist provided that:

Purch. e re he Id to
need •
Substitution re
critic I terials
tic 1.
Require ent re nticipated
well in advance.

P ICES

Building terial lncrc sed
·14 per cent in 1951 over 1950.
Prices re xpected to continue
at much th~ same level in 1952
a in 1951.

SUPPLY

The restricted supply of
s tee l, copperand al inurn is ex -
pected to reduce the output of
most i terns of household equipment
in 1952. Presently, there is "an
unusually large stock held by
manufacturers, wholesalers and
retailers due to the fact that
buying slackened to a slo pace
during the last nine months. Any
substantial pickup in demand for
these products might absorb the
stocks on hand rapidly.

Furniture output where metal
is used will be affected by the
same restrictions as those of
household appliances. Basic
rna t e ria Iss uchas wood and fab ric s

are considered plentiful. Stocks
of furniture manufacturers are
still some hat high.

DE AND

Consumer demand for house·
hold equipment may exceed the
available supply. The trend in
buying home furnishings is also
upward.



(lJALITY

anuf cturers are permitted
to 'stretch' their allotted
materials by changing models and
by using substitutes. The qual-
ity of m ny products cont~ining'

teel, copper or luminum may be
expected to be lower due to sub-_
stitution of I 5S critic 1 ma-
t er ial .- Sub t i tutes are al-
ready ho ing up in some house-
hold appli nces.

. .' Feed a~nd Feed Grains .J~••• •• ~
-oil.. ~ ,. \I ~ ;- r ~J - ...

The 1951-52 feed grain
supply ill be smaller than in
the past t 0 years. Total supply
of sorghum grains for 1951-52 is
nearly a third less than in 1950-
51. Total utilization of corn
in 1951-52 probably will exceed
the 1951 production. Supply of
oats for 1951-52 about equals
that of 1950 but the supply of
bar ley is about 8 pe r cent sma11-
ere

By-product feeds in 1951-52
are expected to be about equal
to the record- supply for 1950- 5 J..
Supplies of cottonseed cake and
meal in 1951-52 will be larger
than last year. Total supply of
all protein feeds is expected to
be larger, but not much larger
in relation to the increasing

number of livestock on farms.

Heavy utiliz~tion ~f feed
is in prospect for 1951-52 based
on continued high level of na-
tional income and further live-
stock production.

Prices of feed grains and
most of the by-products feeds
likely will average a little
higher in 1951-52 than in 1950-
51. Sorghum grain prices are ex-



pected to average ~o.., h' g e

than in 1950-51, end al 0 hi hpr

in r .ls inn oot er f cd grain~.

".:·w~'ot. '~j.~ <. "
., #' - -:

Exports in 1952-53 re ex-

pected to be les th n in 1951-
52.

ith price to be supported

t a minim of $2.17 p r bush 1,

farmers may produce enough wheat

in 1952 to meet domestic and x-

port requirements in 1952.53 and

provide for increase in carry-

over. The price to growers for

the 1952 crop is expected to av-

rag ne r h support lev 1.

T carryover on July 1,
1 52, 's expect d to b 60 mil-
lion bu h Is belo the July,
1951, figure.

The 78.9 million acre heat

goal for 1952, ith average

yields, would result in about a

17 per cent increa e in pro-
duction over 1951 .

. ' Dairy Products. :': ··
,. " . .

• .: ....... _.-I ~

With the number of milk

cows remaining ~bout the same as

in 1951, supplies of 1airy pro-

ducts should be no larger in

1952.

If demand for, and supply

of , dairy produc.ts develop as now

se~ms in prospect, there will be

a general tendency for dairy

pr ice s to rise somewha t. We pro-

bably will have prices above

support levels in 1952 and these

may be somewhat higher than in

1951, re fleet ing higher par i ties.

Net income from dairying

will be about the same in 1952

as in 1951. Cash receipts may

be somewhat greater, but costs

will also increase next year.



-
Meat Animals ...._.
\'. ,.

Production of cattle nd
heep on f.r•••hould continue

upward, but the downward trend
in .laulhte~ing. should be re-
versed. By the end of 1952 pro-
duct io and rate of lau hter for
hogs .ill turn down fro tbeir
past five-year expansion.

Beef, ve I, mutton and lamb
production in 1952 promises to
increase more th n it ha in any
of the la three years. The
year's tot output of pork may
not change gre tly from 1951.

Demand hould be strong and
per c pita consumption of meat
hould incre se in 1952.

If rise in slaulbter does

not exceed present expectations,
1952 cattle prices sbould not
greatly differ from the aver Ie
for 1951. HQwever, some price
declines may occur later in the
ye r.

Average hog prices for the
year likely will be about the
same a the 1951 average.

As long as ceilings are in
operation, no great change in
prices of lambs is to be ex-
pected.

Cotton ..' ...

Carryover July 1. 1952,
• ill be relatively s all, about
t 0 million b Ie •

We had a large cotton crop
in 1951 and we c n expect anotber
big crop in 1952 with weather

permitting•

Total disappearance in the
United States from August I,
1951, to July 31, 1952, will
probably be the·second highest
on record.



, .
. pJlQnuts and Flax·..', ....
-..;\:-_' -' . . ~ ~ .', . .

A substantial incre se of
exports in 1951-52 to net im-
porting countries ill probably
rebuild their stocks so as to
more nearly pproach normal
levels.

The big question: ill im-
porting countrie continue to

The outlook for edible f t
and oils, which includes cotton-
seed and peanut oil in the'·195L-.
52 marketing year, is dominated
by large supplies. The 1951
crop of cottonseed is expected
to be 70 per cent larger.

Peanuts picked and threshed
in 1951 are expected to be 20 per

cent less than in 1950. This
Nill be reflected in small ex-
ports and a decline in crushings.

ta e h cotton fr the 1952
crop as they re doing fro the

1951 crop?

The upport price of cotton
. Jl be around thirty- three cents

nd pre ent price ceiling pre-
vent pr ice to the farmer above

about forty-five cents.

Edible use in 1951-52 is expected
to be ,bout the arne as in 1950-
51. pr ices of pe nuts for edi blfl
use 111 'verage clo e to support
levels in 1951-52. The support
price seems to be the outlook
t rget for the 1952 crop.

Production of fl x eed in
1951 is expected to be 18 per
cent smaller than in 1950. Total
disappear nce of flax eed and
linseed oil in 1951-52 may be



• I ..... ~--«;...

Poultry and Poultry~ Products. ': ...
r ~ -- - ..

over 50 p r cent larger than n tional average support price
production. An increa e in fi • for 1952-crop flaxseed grading
eed crea e i exp cted in 1952, No. 1 at the farm level .ill be

• demand may be heavy • The $3.77 per bushel.

Prices of wool declined

Egg prices may average
somewhat lower in the spring of
1952 than in the spring of 1951
wi th an expected rise in the last
quarter. Hroiler prices for the
year as a whole should average
about the same as in 1951. Tur-
key prices are expected to be
about the same level in 1952 as
in 1951.

other enterpr ises, probably neve r

"ill provide more than fraction
of the nation's wool require-
ment •

An incre e in the number
of sheep and 1 mba on farms Mnd
ranche i expected in 1952. The
c pacity for heep nd 1 mb pro-
duction in this country, in ie

of competition from cattle and

Demand for poul try products,

eggs, broilers, and turkeys.
should be good in 1952 due to
further gain expected in con-
sumer lncomes and tavorable cost
of the product to the consumer.

Increa'ed production of
eggs is expected in 1952, mostly
in the first nine months. An
increase is also expected for
broi lers in 1952, wi th the number
of farm chickens about the same
as in 1951. Turkey production
may exceed the 1951 level. In-
creased production of turkeys
will largely be due to an in-
crease in fryer and roasters.



during the r cent month ~n 195 h t higher t n 1.0 the fall of
after risin o an all ime h' h 1951, but II) not cqu I the v-

in arch of th t year. In 1952 era e price received for th n-
pric s of horn 00 may b 0 -- tire year of 1951.

.. ~£'7 .~.. ~ ~ "'t".. - ~ _ ~ • ..

::·:Farm ~ond Ranch Costs. . . .' ..-- - , - . --

. Further moderate price in-.
creases for farm ~achinery is
expected. Production of farm

machinery probably wi 11 be lower.

Farm and ranch production

costs will continue to rise in

1952. The price cost squeeze in

1952 will be much more apparent.

Supplies used
ranch production sr

be adequate, ith

tions.

in f' rm nd
expected to
few excep-

Building materials, both

metal and wood, can be expected

to be higher. Prices in the
last quarter of 1951 were 10 per

cent above a year ago.

Fertilizer supplies in 1952

are not expected to meet the

demand. Prices may be higher.

Ample supplie of insecti-
cides are expected, with possible

shortage of sulphur and lead
arsenate.
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