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B O Y S ' A G R I C U L T U R A L C L U B W O R K . 

By H. H. Wil l iamson, Assistant State Agent , in 
Charge Boys ' Agricultural Club W o r k 

for Texas . 

The Boys ' Agricultural Club W o r k of Texas 
is conducted by the Extension Division of the 
A. and M. College of Texas in co-operation with 
the United States Department of Agriculture. 
The work embraces the growing of f ield crops 
and the raising or care of live stock. The field 
crops that club members are permitted to g r o w 
at present consist of corn, cotton, grain sor-
ghums (milo, kafir and feterita) , and peanuts; 
the l ive stock which they are permitted to raise 
consists of hogs, calves and lambs ; and the 
live stock which they are permitted to care 
f o r consists of dairy cows. Other farm activi-
ties will be added as the work enlarges. 

The ob jec t of the Boys ' Agricultural Club 
W o r k is outlined in circular A-74, Revised, 
United States Department of Agriculture. 

Each county agricultural agent in Texas has 
direct supervision of all club work conducted 
in his county. County school superintend-
ents, school teachers and public spirited citi-
zens desiring to organize or assist in the or-
ganization of agricultural clubs, or desiring 
more information concerning same, should di-
rect their request to the county agrcultural 
agent of their county. In case the county has 
no agricultural agent or of f ic ial representative 
of this department, the request should be made 
to H. H. Wil l iamson, Assistant State Agent in 
Chargt of Boys ' Agricultural Club Work , Col-
lege Station, Texas. 

This department does not o f f e r prizes to club 
members . The only prizes that are insured 
to c lub members are the products they produce 
and the increased knowledge of practical farm-
ing received by practical experience and the 
reading of agricultural literature. Practical ly 
all county, district and State fair associations 
o f f e r prizes as encouragement to the club mem-
bers in their work. Club members are urged 
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to compete in all contests in which they are 
eligible. 

The greatest eff ic iency in Boys' Agricultural 
Club "Wjork in any county cannot be obtained 
without the active co-operation of the county 
school superintendent, school teachers, and 
citizens. It is suggested and advised that in 
counties where Agricultural Club W o r k is be-
ing conducted or in counties where the people 
desire to inaugurate it, the citizens select f rom 
their number a County Agricultural Club Com-
mittee consisting of f ive or more members. 
The duties of this Agricultural Club Commit-
tee in general should be to organize the farm 
boys of their county into an Agricultural Club, 
encourage them in their endeavors and ar-
range for county contests and entertainments, 
and assist as much as possible in giving them 
agricultural instruction, etc. This County Agri-
gricultural Club Committee should consist of 
the county agricultural agent, the county school 
superintendent and as many other active, pub-
lic spirited citizens as are needed. The county 
agricultural agent should be chairman of this 
committee, as he is the representative of the 
Extension Department of the A. and M. College. 
In counties where agents are not employed, the 
county school superintendent should be chair-
man. 

The various duties of this committee should 
be divided as much as possible. For example, 
part of the committee, preferably the county 
agricultural agent and the county school super-
intendent and those who are teachers, should 
be charged with the duties of organizing the 
farm boys, the holding of community and county 
meetings or rallies for the purpose of giving 
agricultural instruction, etc.; a part of the 
committee should be charged with the duties of 
arranging and conducting community and 
county club contests and entertainments such 
as may be given at the county rallies, etc. ; one 
member of the committee should be designated 
as secretary, and in addition to the regular du-
ties as secretary, should give attention to prop-
er publicity of the work in the county. As 
soon as a reasonable number of farm boys are 
enrolled in a county as members, they should 
meet and form a county organization. They 



should select f r om their number a president and 
a secretary-treasurer, and a vice-president f r o m 
each school community represented with one 
or more members . These o f f i cers should be 
under the supervision of the chairman of the 
County Agricultural Club Committee. Sugges-
tive constitution and by-laws for a county or-
ganization will be found beginning on page 8 
of this bulletin. 

As soon as the County Agricultural Club Com-
mittee is selected and a county club is organ-
ized the chairman should furnish the Assistant 
State Agent in Charge of Boys ' Agricultural 
Club W o r k , College Station, Texas, with a state-
ment, giving the names and addresses of the 
members of the committee and of all o f f i cers 
of the county clubs, and make any special re-
ports f r om time to t ime that may be necessary. 

Rules Governing Boys' Agr icul tural Clubs. 
1. All boys between the ages of ten and 

eighteen on January 1st of the year for which 
they are enroll ing are eligible f o r membership . 

2. In order to b e c o m e a member it is neces-
sary to make application on a regular, prepared 
f o r m which will be furnished by county agricul-
tural agents and the chairmen of the Count? 
Agricultural Club Committees. 

3. Members must agree either to g r o w at 
least one of the fo l lowing crops : corn, cot-
ton, milo, kafir, feterita and peanuts, raise at 
least one head of hogs, calves or lambs, or care 
for a dairy cow. 

4. Each member must plant and cultivate 
his own crops and care for his own live stock. 
A small boy or girl may hire help to break 
land. 

5. All members should exhibit their l ive 
stock and samples of their products at county 
or State fairs upon request of their agricultu-
ral agent or the chairman of their County Agri-
cultural Club Committee. 

6. Members must keep an accurate daily 
record of their work and make a report at the 
c lose of the season on a regular report form 
furnished by the department through the county 
agricultural agent or the chairman of thief 
County Agricultural Club Committee. 

7. Corn exhibits should cons is t of ten ears 
each ; milo, kaf ir and feterita exhibits, ten 
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heads each; cotton exhibits of two pounds of 
seed cotton and ten open bol ls ; peanut exhibits, 
one peck of seed peanuts and ten vines with 
peanuts on them; live stock exhibits of the 
stock that has been raised. 

8. Each exhibit should be accompanied 
(unless otherwise directed) by a report or a 
certi f icate signed by two disinterested parties, 
attesting to the yield per acre, the accuracy 
in the measurement of the land, cost of produc-
tion, etc. In the case of live stock, the report 
should give cost of production, net profit, daily 
gain, etc. 

No boys should be permitted to compete for 
prizes that have been secured for club members 
unless they be members of a regular organized 
club. 

9. The fo l lowing basis of awards should be 
used in awarding all prizes on corn, cotton, 
milo, feterita, and peanuts: 
(1) Greatest yield per acre 30 per cent 
(2) Best showing of net p r o f i t . . . . 3 0 per cent 
(3) Best exhibit of products 20 per cent 
(4) Best written history on " H o w 

I Made My Crop" 20 per cent 
Total 100 per cent 

10. In calculating the cost of production, 
uniform charges should be used as f o l l ows : 
(a) Rent of land, per acre $5.00 
(b ) Per hour of work for each m e m b e r . . . .10 
( c ) Per hr. worked for each horse used. . . .05 
(d) Per 2-horse load of stable m a n u r e . . . . 2.00 
(e ) Commercial fertilizers u s e d . . . . actual cost 

11. Item 3 of rule 9 should be judged by a 
committee of agricultural experts, and items 
1, 2, and 4 bv a committee of educational ex-
perts or teachers. 

12. In measuring the yield of corn per acre, 
the fo l lowing rule should be used : 

"We igh your corn in the shuck when it is 
dry. Then weigh out 100 pounds separately. 
Shuck and shell this 100 pounds and weigh 
the shelled corn. Multiply the weight of all 
the corn in the shuck by the weight of this 
shelled corn. Point of f the two right-hand fig-
ures and divide by 56. T h e result will be the 
yield in bushels of shelled corn . " 

13. In measuring the yield of milo, kaf ir and 
feterita, use one of the fo l lowing rules : 

(a) "In case your entire e rop is threshed, 



divide the total weight of the threshed grain 
by 56, which will give the yield in bushels." 

(b) "11" your crop is harvested in heads and 
is not threshed, weigh your grain in the head. 
Then weigh out 100 pounds separately. Thresh 
the grain from this 100 pounds and weigh the 
threshed grain. Multiply the weight of all the 
grain in the head by the weight of this thresh-
ed grain. Point off the two right-hand figures 
and divide by 56. The result will be the yield 
in bushels of threshed grain." 

14. In measuring the yield of peanuts per 
acre, fo l low the same general rule as for the 
other crops, that is: 

"We igh your peanuts in the vine when they 
have been thoroughly cured. Then weigh out 
100 pounds separately. Pick the peanuts f rom 
this 100 pounds and weigh the picked nuts. 
Multiply the weight of all the nuts and vines 
b y the weight of these picked nuts. Point o f f 
the two right-hand f igures and divide by 30. 
(If the large Virginia variety is grown, divide 
by 22). The result will be the yield in bushels 
of picked peanuts." 

15. In calculating the cost of producing cot-
ton, an additional charge of $1.00 should be 
made for each 100 pounds of lint to cover the 
cost of ginning, wrapping, etc. If the picking 
is-' hired, it should be charged at the rate of 
10c per hour. 

16. All l ive stock entered for prizes at 
county and State fairs should have been owned, 
fed, and cared for by the exhibitor for at least 
120 days prior to being exhibited. 

17. A daily record should be kept of the fol-
l owing : 

(a) Kind, cost, and amount of feed used. 
(b) Number of acres and kinds of pastures 

used ; number of days used and the number 
of different kinds of stock using the pasture. 

( c ) T ime devoted to caring for stock. 
18. Animals should be weighed when they 

c o m e into the possession of the club members 
and at least at the beginning and ending of the 
feeding period in order to ascertain the gain 
made. 

19. It is suggested that all prizes on live 



stock, when possible , be awarded on the f o l l ow-
ing bases : 
(1) Best animal exhibited 50 per cent 
(2) Best showing of net pro f i t s . . . .25 per cent 
(3) Greatest average daily gain dur-

ing fattening period 15 per cent 
(4) Best writ ten history on " H o w 

I Raised My S t o c k " 10 per c ent 

Tota l 100 per cent 
20. E a c h m e m b e r engaging in dairy w o r k 

must agree to milk and care f o r one c o w f o r a 
period of twe lve months . A c c u r a t e month ly 
records must be kept of the f o l l o w i n g : 

(a ) W e i g h t of milk produced daily. 
( b ) Amount , kind and cost of feed fed daily. 
( c ) Kind of pastures used daily. 
F o r m s on which to keep month ly records will 

be furnished by the department through the 
county agricultural agent or the chairman of 
the County Agricultural Club Committee . 

21. It is suggested that all prizes In dairy 
work 'be awarded on the f o l l owing bas is : 
(1) Total amount of butter fat and 

mi lk produced 75 per cent 
(2) A c c u r a c y and neatness of rec-

ords kept 15 per c e n t 
(3) Best written history tell ing of 

year ' s w o r k 10 per cent 

Total . . . . 1 0 0 per cent 
Suggestive Constitution and B y - L a w s f o r 

County Boys' A g r i c u l t u r a l Clubs. 

Art ic le 1. Name. 
The n a m e of this organizat ion shall be the 

" County Boys ' Agrl -
f N a m e of C o u n t y ) 

cultural Club." 
Art i c l e 2. Object . 

T h e o b j e c t of this c lub shall be t o p r o m o t e 
the interest and provide a m e a n s f o r the co-
operat ive study of better f a rming and c o m -
munity and h o m e bui ld ing ; t o g ive its m e m -
bers such instruct ions as wil l tend to deve lop 
a pro f i tab le d ivers i f ied sys tem o f l ive s tock 
farming. 
Art i c l e 3. Membersh ip 

Al l b o y s and girls be tween the ages of ten 
and eighteen years w h o have m a d e appl icat ion 
to their county agricultural agent or chairman 
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of their County Agricultural Club Committee 
and have been accepted, shall constitute the 
membrship of this organization. 
Article 4 Organization. 

The of f icers shall be a president, a secretary-
treasurer, and a vice-president from each school 
community having one or more members, and 
a County Agricultural Club Committee. 
Article 5. Meetings. 

There shall be a regular annaul meeting of 
the club and such special meetings at times 
and places as may be determined by the pres-
ident and the County Agricultural Club Com-
mittee. 
Article 6. Elections. 

The election of the president and secretary-
treasurer shall be at the regular meetings, and 
such elections shall be held according to the 
direction of the County Agricultural Club Com-
mittee. The members of each community shall 
elect their vice-president by vote. They shall 
be ranked according to the membership of their 
respective communities. 
Artic le 7. Amendments. 

Amendments to this constitution may be 
made by a two-thirds vote of the members 
present at any authorized meeting. 

By-Laws. 
Section 1. Duties and Privileges. 

It shall be the duty of each member to co-
operate as far as possible with his fel low mem-
bers in the study and practice of better farm-
ing, emphasizing the value and importance of 
producing more feed crops and the raising of 
live stock, such as baby beeves, hogs, and 
lambs, to consume it. Each member shall [be 
entitled to one vote in the business meetings 
of the club. Meetings shall be devoted to the 
discussion of timely agricultural topics by the 
members, the County Agricultural Club Com-
mittee and such visitors as may be invited to 
participate. 
Section 2. Officers. 

The of f icers shall be elected to serve for 
one year and perform such services as are or-
dinarily required of their positions. They shall 
serve until the election of their successors. 

* 
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Section 3. President. 
The president shall preside at all meetings 

of the club with the assistance of the chairman 
of the Agricultural Club Committee. 
Section 4. Vice-Presidents. 

The vice-presidents shall perform such di 
ties as are ordinarily required by their posl 
tion and act as community leaders for their re-
spective communities. 
Section 5. Secretary-Treasurer. 

The secretary-treasurer shall keep a record 
of all proceedings of the club and shall render 
a report of the same at the annual meeting 
He shall be assisted by the secretary of thr 
Agricultural Club Committee. 
Section 6. County Agricultural Club Commit-

tee. 
The County Agricultural Club Committee 

shall be composed of f ive or more active, pub-
lic spirited citizens of the county. They should 
be selected or appointed by the citizens of the 
county with the aporoval of the club members. 
The duties of the committee shall be to organ-
ize the county clubs and give them general 
supervision. All of f icers and members shall 
be subject to the command of the chairman of 
the County Agricultural Club Committee. 
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