




















ing of only 1,000 feet of row can often supply two to
three fruit stands or supermarkets. Carefully consider
harvest labor, for at least three full-time pickers per
acre are generally needed during the harvest season,
and the thorny nature of erect blackberries often
causes problems in securing enough dependable
pickers.

Farmers markets and pick-your-own operations
are popular marketing options, particularly for pro-
ducers near urban centers. Pick-your-own is a partic-
ularly desirable marketing solution to the high har-
vest labor input required.

Establishment costs and annual production costs,

excluding harvest labor, are both well under $1,000
per acre. Returns from blackberries tend to be ex-
tremely variable, but most wholesale prices range
from 60 cents to more than $1 per pint, while retail
prices range from near $1 to more than $2 per pint,
and pick-your-own prices range from $3 to $6 per
gallon. With production of nearly 10,000 pounds per
acre (there are approximately 3/4 pound per pint or 6
pounds per gallon), the potential for excellent net
returns is good. However, achieving good returns
requires careful market development by each grower
as well as careful attention to production manage-
ment practices.
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